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April 28, 2019 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your 

race, ethnicity, immigration status gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 

situation, age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you 

are God’s beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life 

nurtured by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy 

presence in the center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, 

and the world, advocating peace and justice in all we do. 
 

* indicates when to stand, if able 

Hymnal Guide: UMH - “The United Methodist Hymnal”; TFWS - “The Faith We Sing”;  

SOZ – “Songs of Zion”.  The prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. 

 Please turn off all pagers and cell phones.  Thank you.  
 

PRELUDE   Prayer of Saint Gregory by Alan Hovhaness   

   Marie Mehler - Trumpet 
 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Though we have known hardship and pain, 

though life has not always turned out as we had hoped, 

we will stand here and say: 

ALL: God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

ONE: Though life becomes more complex, 

the deepest questions remain unanswered, 

and the mystery of faith deepens, we will say: 

ALL: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

ONE: And though the pain of the world 

often seems more than we can bear or address, 

we will stand firm in our faith and say: 

ALL: God’s steadfast love endures forever!      

 

 



 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Holy, Holy, Holy         UMH #64 

                                               (lyrics adapted by the New Century Hymnal) 

1.  Holy, holy, holy!  God the Almighty!  

Early in the morning we praise your 

majesty. Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful 

and mighty!  God in three persons, 

blessed Trinity! 

 

2.  Holy, holy, holy!  Saints adores you 

truly, casting down their golden 

crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim bow before 

you only, from the beginning, God 

eternally. 

 

 

 

3.  Holy, holy, holy!  Though we know 

but dimly, though the eyes of 

humankind your glory may not see.  

You alone are holy, you alone are 

worthy, perfect in power, in love 

and purity. 

 

4.  Holy, Holy, Holy, God the Almighty!  

All your works shall praise your 

name in earth and sky and sea.  

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and 

mighty!  God in three persons, 

blessed Trinity. 

 
WORDS: Reginal Heber, 1826  

MUSIC: John B. Dykes, 1861 
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ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN      Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

POEM                                Armenian Genocide by Rosieogan                 Karen Touchstone 

I was not yet born when it happened, 

it was worse than what I have imagined. 

They came as quick as death. 

They were masters of stealth. 

To this day this crime is hardly 

mentioned. 

 

The mere thought fills my eyes with tears, 

We have been waiting for over a hundred 

years. 

Admit, you have caused us pain  

and stole most of our terrain, 

yet we still scream that we are here. 

 

All the facts you try to reshape, 

yet the truth you cannot escape. 

We know what we have seen. 

On April 1915 

At all these facts you only gape. 

 

Give us justice for the Genocide, 

answers for all the tears we have cried. 

Our hearts are still broken 

Our wounds are still open. 

It happened, the Armenian Genocide! 

 

 

 



 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING        

 

OFFERTORY   Empty Chairs at Empty Tables by            Chancel Choir 

 Kretzmer, Schonberg and Boublil 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. 

Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 

PASTORAL PRAYER       Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

*CENTERING HYMN   This is My Song        UMH #437 

                                      (Lyrics adapted from the New Century Hymnal) 

1.  This is my song, O God of all the 

nations, a song of peace for lands 

afar and mine.  This is my home, the 

country where my heart is; here are 

my hopes, my dreams, my holy 

shrine: but other hearts in other 

lands are beating with hopes and 

dreams as true and high as mine. 

 

 

2.  My country’s skies are bluer than 

the ocean, and sunlight beams on 

cloverleaf and pine; but other lands 

have sunlight, too, and clover, and 

skies are everywhere as blue as 

mine.  O hear my song, O God of all 

the nations, a song of peace for their 

land and for mine. 

 
WORDS: John Wimber, 1979 

MUSIC: John Wimber, 1979 

© 1979 Mercy Publishing 
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ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            Jeremiah 31:15-21      The Common English Bible 

God proclaims: “A Voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and waiting.  It’s Rachel crying for 

her children; she refuses to be consoled, because her children are no more.”   

God proclaims: “Keep your voice from crying and your eyes from weeping, because your 

endurance will be rewarded”, declares God. 

“They will return from the land of their enemy!  There’s hope for your future” declares 

God. “Your children will return home!” 
 

ONE:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:   Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE               Arthur Koncagul 

 

 



 

 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN  God of the Ages        UMH #698 

1.  God of the ages, whose almighty 

hand leads forth in beauty all the 

starry band of shining worlds in 

splendor through the skies, our 

grateful songs before thy throne 

arise. 

 

2.  Thy love divine hath led us in the 

past; in this free land with thee our 

lot is cast; be thou our ruler, 

guardian, guide and stay, thy Word 

our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 

 

3.  From war’s alarms, from deadly 

pestilence, be thy strong arm our 

ever sure defense; thy true religion 

in our hearts increase; thy 

bounteous goodness nourish us in 

peace. 

 

4.  Refresh thy people on their 

toilsome way; lead us from night to 

never ending day; fill all our lives 

with love and grace divine, and 

glory, laud, and praise be ever 

thine. 

 
WORDS: Daniel C. Roberts, 1876 

MUSIC: George W. Warren, 1894 
CCLI 2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

BENEDICTION   Go Now in Peace by Natalie Sleeth 

 

POSTLUDE Recessional of Peace by Alan Hovhaness    Marie Mehler – Trumpet 

              Daniel Dillingham 
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