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December 29, 2019 

First Sunday After Christmas 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 

of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 

all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   
 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 

We gather together to worship the One who is Joy and as we come together, our hearts are 

expanded.  We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun rises and light 

multiplies.  And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach and expand toward 

the Light so that all might know joy. 
 

PRELUDE     Noel by Theodore Dubois 
 

GATHERING: COMPASSION 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FOCUSING ON COMPASSIONATE JOY 
 

HYMN Heaven and Nature Sing  

Sing a new song to our God.  Lift your 

hearts with gratitude.  Sing a new song to 

our God.  Lift your hearts with gratitude 

and joy, Compassionate Joy. 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness is 

ever present in our lives with joy, 

Compassionate Joy.   
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ONE:  Praise God from the heavens; Praise God in the heights!  Praise God, all you angels;  

Praise God, all you hosts!  Praise God, sun and moon; Praise God, all you shining stars!  

Praise God, you highest heavens; and you waters above the heavens!  Let them praise 

the name of God, by whose command they were created.   

 

 



 

 

HYMN 

We sing, we sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, with joy, Compassionate 

Joy.   
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THE WREATH 
 

OPENING PRAYER: 

PASTOR:  Let us pray:  Holy Living One, You who are our Joy, Give us the strength we need 

to face the cruelty of the word and meet it with as much Hope, Love and Peace as we 

can.  We give you thanks for the time we have had to contemplate what joy means in 

our lives and prepare ourselves for the work we will commit to in this next year, 

offering compassion in all we do. 
 

ALL:  Let wonders of your love rule our hearts this day.  Let wonders of your love rule 

our church this day.  Let wonders of your love rule the world this day…in the name 

of Compassion.  Amen. 
 

HYMN 

We sing, we sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, with joy, Compassionate 

Joy. 
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*OPENING HYMN OF JOY  Angels We Have Heard on High    UMH #238 

1.  Angels we have heard on high sweetly 

singing o’er the plains, and the 

mountains in reply echoing their 

joyous strains.  (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, 

in excelsis Deo! 
 

2.  Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why 

your joyous strains prolong?  What 

the gladsome tidings be which inspire 

your heavenly song? (Refrain) 
 

3.  Come to Bethlehem and see Christ 

whose birth the angels sing; come, 

adore on bended knee, Christ the 

Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 
 

4.  See him in a manger laid, whom the 

choirs of angels praise; Mary, Joseph, 

lend your aid, while our hearts in love 

we raise. (Refrain) 
 
WORDS: Trad. French carol; trans. Crown of Jesus, 1862, alt.; MUSIC: 
French carol melody; arr. by Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937;  

harm. by Austin C. Lovelace, 1964; Harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press;  

CCLI 2815228 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to the depths 

of our being when the River of Joy is always flowing.  We have only to dip into it, for we hay the 

“joy, joy, joy, joy down in our hearts.” 
 



 

 

THE CHILDREN’S TIME TO LEAD US     Deaconess Anne Hillman 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart, 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 
 

SCRIPTURE     Isaiah 63:7-9 Common English Bible 

Matthew 2:13-23 (The Message) 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

THE WORD IN MUSIC  Refugee King         Marc Anderson 
 

SERMON     Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy  
 

HYMN RESPONSE   When Jesus Went to Egypt 

                                          (Sung to the tune of O Sacred Head, Now Wounded) 

1.  When Jesus went to Egypt, safe on his 

mother’s arm, his parents stayed 

beside him to keep him safe from 

harm.  And when they crossed the 

border, they were allowed to be 

together – seeking refuge – a Holy 

Family. 
 

2.  O God, we pray for children and 

families coming here, now facing 

separation, and filled with grief and 

fear, for children, loved and treasured, 

are ripped from loving kin.  This deed, 

by any measure, is torture.  It’s a sin! 
 

3.  O God, you’re like a mother who 

won’t forsake her own.  You’re like a 

loving father who welcomes his son 

home.  Now give us, by your Spirit, the 

strength to challenge wrong, to seek 

the best for children, and keep all 

families strong. 
 

Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1601; harmony by Johann Sebastian 
Bach, 1729 ("O Sacred Head, Now Wounded")  (MIDI) 
Text: Copyright © 2018 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights 
reserved.  CCLI 2815228 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TRANSFORMATION IN OUR LIVES 

Connecting our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within joy’s 

possibilities – not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of life.  Like the 

work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back out with renewed 

oxygen, giving strength and courage for all circumstances. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY    In the Bleak Midwinter by Harold Dark 
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here 

below, Praise God for all that love has done, Creator, Christ and Holy One.  Amen. 
 

https://www.carolynshymns.com/midifiles/passion_chorale.midi


 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings.  We leave this place 

“with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope and joy to the world. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   Joy to the World       UMH #246 

1.  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King; let every 

heart, prepare him room, and heaven 

and nature sing, and heaven and 

nature sing, and heaven, and heaven, 

and nature sing. 
 

2.  Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ; while fields 

and floods, rocks, hills and a plains 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 

sounding joy, repeat, repeat, the 

sounding joy. 
 

3.  No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; he comes 

to make his blessings flow far as the 

curse is found, far as the curse is 

found, far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

4.  He rules the world with truth and 

grace, and makes the nations prove the 

glories of his righteousness, and 

wonders of his love, and wonders of his 

love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

WORDS: Issac Watts, 1719; MUSIC: Arr. from G. F. Handel, 1741, by 

Lowell Mason, 1848, CCLI 2815228 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*HYMN 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, hope 

to the people, we’re gonna give love that’s 

for everyone-unconditionally!  We’re 

gonna make peace in our world, God’s 

voice through us be heard.  As we look to 

one another, a glimpse of holy we might 

see! 
 

Joy, hope, peace and love…. 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, hope 

to the people.  We’re gonna give love 

that’s for everyone – unconditionally!  

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard.  As we 

look to one another, A glimpse of the holy 

we might see, A glimpse of the holy we 

might see, A glimpse of the holy we might 

see. 
 

POSTLUDE                  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen                                  Wilber Held 
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