
 

 
      Central United Methodist Church 

        A Reconciling Congregation 

 Organized 1810 Incorporated 1822 Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

January 13, 2019  
 

Baptism of Jesus Sunday 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured 

by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the 

center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, 

advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 
* indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit 

Hymnal Guide: UMH - “The United Methodist Hymnal”; TFWS - “The Faith We Sing”;  

SOZ – “Songs of Zion”.  The prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. 

 Please turn off all pagers and cell phones.  Thank you.  

 

PRELUDE                            Christ to the Jordan Came by Johann Pachelbel 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                        

ONE:  The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 

ALL:  Jesus emerges from the water. 

ONE:  And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 

ALL:  “This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased.” 

ONE:  Jesus is named. Claimed. 

ALL:  We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed. 

ONE:  Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed. 

ALL:  Let us worship the one who names and claims us still. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN              Gather Us In                                                  TFWS #2236 

1.  Here in this place new light is 

streaming, now is the darkness 

vanished away, see in this space our 

fears and our dreaming, brought here 

to you in the light of this day. Gather 

us in the lost and forsaken, gather us 

in the blind and the lame; call to us 

now and we shall awaken, we shall 

arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2.  We are the young our lives are a 

myst’ry, we are the old who yearn for 

your face, we have been sung 

throughout all of hist’ry, called to be 

light to the whole human race. Gather 

us in the rich and the haughty, gather 

us in the proud and the strong; give us 

a heart so meek and so lowly, give us 

the courage to enter the song. 

 

3.  Here we will take the wine and the 

water, here we will take the bread of 

new birth, here you shall call your sons 

and your daughters, call us anew to be 

salt for the earth. Give us to drink the 

wine of compassion, give us to eat the 

bread that is you; nourish us well, and 

teach us to fashion lives that are holy 

and hearts that are true. 

 

4.  Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, 

but here in this place the new light is 

shining now is the Kingdom, now is the 

day. Gather us in and hold us forever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in all peoples together, fire of 

love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
WORDS:  Marty Haugen 

MUSIC:  Marty Haugen 

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

CCLIE 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A READING                   This is the Water     Brandon Gleaton and Rebecca Wilson 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                             Rebecca Wilson 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY                                 Baptism by R. Nathaniel Dett                         Chancel Choir  

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 

 

*CENTERING HYMN                Sweet, Sweet Spirit                                                UMH # 334 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 

and I know that it’s the Spirit of the 

Lord; there are sweet expressions on each 

face, and I know they feel the presence of 

the Lord. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

(Refrain)  Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet 

heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, 

filling us with your love; and for these 

blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 

without a doubt we’ll know that we have 

been revived when we shall leave this 

place. 

 
WORDS:  Doris Akers, 1962 

MUSIC:  Doris Akers, 1962 

©1962 Manna Music, Inc. 

CCLI 2815228 

 

*GOSPEL LESSON                         Luke 3:15-17, 21-2 

The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be the 

Christ.  John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more powerful 

than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He 

will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks 

with a fire that can’t be put out.” When everyone was being baptized, Jesus also was baptized.  

While he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily 

form like a dove. And there was a voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I dearly love, in 

you I find happiness.” 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

SOLO Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE                                       I Am Loved!                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

ONE:  Sisters and brothers in Christ: through the sacrament of baptism, God’s Spirit has been 

poured out upon water, water poured over and immersing us, water that flows freely for 

all who will receive it, water from the streams of God’s saving power and justice, water 

that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, water that refreshes life, nurtures 

growth and offers new birth. Today we come to the waters, to renew our commitments 

in each other’s presence to Christ who has raised us, the Spirit who has birthed us, and 

the Creator who is making all things new. 

 

Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 

ONE:  And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and death? 

ALL:  We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world 

and repent of our sin! 

ONE:  Will you let the spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be? 

ALL:  We accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves! 

ONE:  Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ, his body on earth? 

ALL:  We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of 

all ages, nations, races, sexual orientations, and gender identities! 

ONE:  Will you be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and together, wherever you are, 

and in all that you do? 

ALL:  We will remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s 

representatives in the world. 

ONE:  Will you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 

and New Testaments? 

ALL:  We affirm and teach the faith of the whole church as we put our trust in God, the 

Creator, in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and in the Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Thanksgiving Over the Water 

ONE:  The Spirit of God is with us. 

ALL:  Even so, come Lord Jesus! 

ONE:  Let us pray:  Almighty God, the life you birthed in us by baptism into Jesus Christ will 

never die. Your justice never fails. Your mercy is everlasting. 

ALL:  Your healing river flows. Your Spirit blows where you will. We cannot stop you, 

God! 

ONE:  But sometimes we try. We try to block the flow, we redirect the winds of the Spirit, or 

we walk so far away from the life-giving Stream that we do not hear its sound and we 

forget its power. We parch ourselves. 

 

ALL:  We are dry and thirsty, O God. Come, refresh us! 

ONE:  Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 

ALL:  Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 

ONE:  Come upon these waters. 

ALL:  Come upon these waters. 

ONE:  Let these waters be to us drops of your mercy. 

 
ALL:  Let these waters remind us of your righteousness and justice. 

ONE:  Let these waters renew in us the resurrection power of Jesus. 

ALL:  Let these waters make us long for your coming reign. 

ONE:  Most Holy God, 

ALL:  Glory to You! 

ONE:  Jesus Christ, Savior, 

 

ALL:  Glory to you! 

ONE:  Spirit of fire, Spirit over the waters, Spirit of holiness! 

ALL:  Glory to you! 

ONE:  Eternal God, One in Three and Three in One! 

ALL:  All glory is yours, now and forever.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                 Wade in the Water                                           TFWS #2107 

(Refrain) Wade in the water, wade in the 

water, children wade in the water, God’s 

a-gonna trouble the water. 

 

1.  See that host all dressed in white, 

God’s a-gonna trouble the water. The 

leader looks like the Israelite, God’s a-

gonna trouble the water.  (Refrain) 

 

2.  See that band all dressed in red, God’s 

a-gonna trouble the water. Looks like 

the band that Moses led, God’s a-

gonna trouble the water.  (Refrain) 

3.  Look over yonder, what do I see? 

God’s a-gonna trouble the water.The 

Holy Ghost a coming on me, God’s a-

gonna trouble the water.  (Refrain) 

 

4.  If you don’t believe I’ve been 

redeemed, God’s a-gonna trouble the 

water. Just follow me down to 

Jordan’s stream, God’s a-gonna 

trouble the water.  (Refrain) 

 
WORDS:  African American spiritual 

MUSIC:  African American spiritual; arr. by Carl Haywood 

Arr. ©1992 Carl Haywood 

CCLI 2815228 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                   Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION             Go Now in Peace by Natalie Sleeth              Chancel Choir 

 

POSTLUDE                                      Grand Jeau by Pierre Dumage 
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