
 

 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

August 4, 2019 
 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 

 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE                           Andantino by H Alexander Matthews 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 

 
CALL TO IMAGINE        The Man Watching by Rainer Maria Rilke 

                                                    (read by Rebecca Wilson) 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP      

 

ONE: We gather here in anticipation, seeking an encounter with our Holy God, who comes 

among us when we least expect it, who invites us to wrestle with our questions and doubts, who 

richly blesses us, and calls us each by name. 

 

ALL: Let’s seek and worship God together! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN      I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry                TFWS #2051

1. I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced 

the day you were baptized, to see your life 

unfold. 

2. I was there when you were but a child, 

with a faith to suit you well; in a blaze of 

light you wandered off to find where 

demons dwell. 

3. When you heard the wonder of the 

Word, I was there to cheer you on; you 

were raised to praise the living God, to 

whom you now belong. 

4. If you find someone to share your time 

and you join your hearts as one, I'll be 

there to make your verses rhyme from 

dusk 'till rising sun. 

5. In the middle ages of your life, not too 

old, no longer young, I'll be there to guide 

you through the night, complete what I've 

begun. 

6. When the evening gently closes in, and 

you shut your weary eyes, I'll be there as I 

have always been with just one more 

surprise. 

7. I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. I rejoiced 

the day you were baptized, to see your life 

unfold. 

WORDS and MUSIC: John Ylvisaker CCLI2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 

 

BAPTISM OF AIDAN DAVID WILSON AND GRAYSON BRADY WILSON 

 

INTRODUCTION 

ONE: Siblings in Christ, through the sacrament of baptism we are initiated into the family of 

God and given new birth through water and the Spirit. So, come to the water—water 

poured over and immersing us, water flowing freely from the streams of God's saving 

power and justice, water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, water that 

refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth. We come to the waters, to baptize 

Aidan and Grayson, and in each other's presence to renew our faith.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 

ONE: Parents and sponsors, on behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you renounce the 

spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin, 

that is individual, collective and systemic? 

PARENTS & SPONSORS: We do. 

 

ONE: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

PARENTS & SPONSORS: We do. 

 

ONE: Will you proclaim the Good News and live as disciples of Jesus, putting your whole trust 

in God’s grace, and promise to serve God in union with the Church, which Christ has 

opened to people of all ages, nations, races, sexualities, and gender identities? 

PARENTS & SPONSORS:  We do. 

 

ONE: Parents, sponsors, and congregation, will you nurture Aidan and Grayson in Christ's holy 

Church, that by your teaching and example they may be guided to accept God's grace for 

themselves, to profess their faith openly, and to lead a Christian life? 

ALL: We will. 

 

ONE: Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and evil and 

your commitment to God and to the church? 

ALL: We do. 

 

ONE: Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Grayson and 

Aidan now before you in your care? 

ALL: With God's help we will proclaim the Good News and live according to the example 

of Christ. We will surround Grayson and Aidan with a community of love and 

forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their 

service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in 

the way that leads to life. 

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

ONE: Come upon us, Holy Spirit! 

ALL: Come upon these waters. 

ONE: Let these waters be to us drops of mercy. 

ALL: Let these waters remind us of righteousness and justice. 

ONE: Let these waters renew in us resurrection power as exemplified by Jesus. 

ALL: Let these waters stir in us a longing for a renewed creation. 

ONE: Most Holy God, Mother and Father! Jesus Christ, Sibling, Redeemer, Friend! Spirit of 

fire, Spirit over the waters! 

ALL: Glory to you! 

ONE: Eternal God, wellspring of life, fountain of healing water, all glory is Yours, now and 

forever.  

ALL: Amen! 



 

 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

ONE: ______, we baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of the 

Sustainer. _____, the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the 

Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.   

ALL: Amen. 

 

RECEPTION AND WELCOME 

ONE: Grayson and Aidan, children of God by water and the Spirit, we welcome you into God's 

new creation. With joy and thanksgiving, let us welcome Grayson and Aidan as a beloved 

members of the family of God. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

OFFERTORY                   Hush, Hush Somebody’s Calling My Name             Brandon Spencer 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING      Genesis 32: 22-32                     Daniel Duane Spyker 

In the course of the night, Jacob arose, took the entire caravan, and crossed the ford of the 

Yabbok River. After Jacob had crossed with all his possessions, he returned to the camp, and he 

was completely alone. And there, someone wrestled with Jacob until the first light of dawn. 

Seeing that Jacob could not be overpowered, the other struck Jacob at the socket of his hip, and 

the hip was dislocated as they wrestled. Then Jacob’s contender said, “Let me go, for day is 

breaking.” Jacob answered, “I will not let you go until you bless me.” “What is your name?” the 

other asked. “Jacob,” he answered. The other said, “Your name will no longer be called ‘Jacob’ 

or ‘Heel-Grabber,’ but ‘Israel’—‘Overcomer of God’s—because you have wrestled with both 

God and mortals, and you have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked “Now tell me your name, I beg 

you.” The other said, “Why do you ask me my name?”—and blessed Jacob there. Jacob named 

the place Peniel—“Face of God”—“because I have seen God face to face, yet my life was 

spared.” At sunrise, Jacob left Peniel, limping along from the injured hip. That is why, to this 

day, the Israelites do not eat the sciatic muscle that is on an animal’s hip socket, because 

Jacob’s hip socket was struck at the sciatic muscle. 

ONE:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SONG                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE                                       Wrestling Moves                                          Rebecca Wilson 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 



 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
(©Rebecca Wilson 2019) 

ONE: The God of many names be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

ONE: God knows our names. 

ALL: It is a good and joyful thing to be known and called by name. 

 

ONE: El Shaddi, Adonai, Jehovah Jirah, Jehovah Rappa, Jehovah Shalom, we know you and 

call You by many names O, God. We experience You in many ways. We seek and find 

You in many places. Like a loving parent You hold many roles in our lives. Almighty, 

Sovereign, Healer, Provider, Everlasting Peace, Alpha and Omega, we praise You. Holy 

are You and holy we call the Blessed One, Your beloved child. Emmanuel, Your 

presence with us, Messiah, Savior, Redeemer, Friend, Rabbi, Prophet, Deliverer, 

Shepherd, Lamb, we call out his name and follow where he leads. 

 

ONE: On the night that he died, Jesus shared a last meal with friends, who he knew and called 

and invited by name. “Mary Magdalene, Peter, Andrew, James, John, take and eat this 

bread, which has been kneaded and baked and broken for you. Every time you take a 

piece of this bread remember my name and savor the love of God—Yahweh—who 

invites you by name to this table.” When the bread was sliced and buttered and eaten, he 

lifted the cup, “Mathew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, James, Judas, Jude, and Simon, 

take and drink from this cup, fruit of the vine, which has been planted, picked, and 

poured out for you. Every time this cup touches your lips remember my name and relish 

the grace of God—Elohim—who beckons you by name to this feast. 

 

ONE: Holy Spirit, Ruach, Paraclete, Advocate, Counselor, Sacred Breath breathe on us 

gathered here and on this bread and cup. May they be for us a reminder of our names and 

the unending, unconditional love of the One who calls and knows us intimately, that we 

would rise from the table never again content to greet another—whether family, friend, 

enemy, or stranger—by anything other than their name.  As beloved, beautiful children 

with names, and with the knowledge that naming is a holy, healing, transformative, 

resurrecting act, may we be united with You, O God, with all creation, and with each 

other in this moment and always.  

 

ONE: Gracious and Glorious God,  

ALL: all honor to your name, Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER THE FEAST 

 



 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN                     The Servant Song                                       TFWS #2222 

1. O, my siblings, let me serve you, let me 

be as Christ to you; pray that I may have 

the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 

2. We are pilgrims on a journey; we’re 

together on this road. We are here to help 

each other walk the mile and bear the 

load. 

 

3. I will hold the Christ-light for you in 

the night-time of your fear; I will hold my 

hand out to you, speak the peace you long 

to hear. 

 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. I will 

share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen 

this journey through. 

 

5. When we sing to God in heaven, we 

shall find such harmony, born of all we’ve 

known together of Christ’s love and 

agony. 

 

6. O, my siblings, let me serve you, let me 

be as Christ to you; pray that I may have 

the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
 
WORDS: Richard Gillard, MUSIC: Richard Gillard, ©1977 

Scripture in Song, CCLI2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 

 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                 Rebecca Wilson 

 

POSTLUDE                           Beautiful Savior by Lawrence Curry 
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