
 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

December 1, 2019 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 

of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 

all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 

We gather together to worship the One who is Joy and as we come together, our hearts are 

expanded.  We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun rises and light 

multiplies.  And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach and expand toward 

the Light so that all might know joy. 

 

PRELUDE    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence by Leo Sowerby 

 

SOLO                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 

 

GATHERING: COMPASSION 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FOCUSING ON HOPEFUL JOY 

 

HYMN                   Heaven and Nature Sing              

Sing a new song to our God.  Lift your 

hearts with gratitude.  Sing a new song to 

our God.  Lift your hearts with gratitude 

and Joy, Hopeful joy 

 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness is 

ever present in our lives with Joy, 

Hopeful Joy 
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ONE:  O Sing to the Beloved a new song, for Love has done marvelous things! By the strength 

of your indwelling Presence, we, too, are called to do great things; we are set free 

through Love’s forgiveness and truth. 
 

Yes, your steadfast Love and faithfulness are ever-present gifts in our lives. All the ends 

of the earth have seen the glory of Love’s Eternal Flame. 
 

HYMN 

We sing, we sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, with joy, hopeful joy. 
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THE WREATH 
 

OPENING PRAYER: 

Advent 1:  Let us pray:  Holy God, you are our joy.  You are the joy that runs deep and wide 

underneath all of life.  This is our hope, that You are ever-present and constantly 

shifting our fear to compassion and grinding our swords into plows. 

ALL:  Let us prepare him room in our hearts this day. Let us prepare him room in our 

church this day. Let us prepare him room in the world this day…for Hope. Amen. 
 

HYMN 

We sing, we sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, joy to the world, heaven 

and nature sing, with joy, hopeful joy. 
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*OPENING HYMN  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee adapted from UMH #89 

1.  Joyful, Joyful we adore you, God of 

glory, God of love, hearts unfold like 

flowers before you, opening to the sun 

above.Melt the clouds of sin and 

sadness, drive the storms of doubt 

away.Giver of immortal gladness, fill 

us with the light of day. 
 

2.  All your works with joy surround you, 

earth and heaven reflect your rays, 

stars and angels sing around you, 

center of unbroken praise, field and 

forest, vale and mountain, flowery 

meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird 

and flowing fountain, teach us what 

our praise should be. 
 

3.  You are giving and forgiving, ever 

blessing, ever blest, well spring of the 

joy of living, ocean depth of happy 

rest!Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all 

who love belong to you.Teach us how 

to love each other, by that love our joy 

renew. 
 

4.  Mortals, join the mighty chorus, which 

the morning stars began, boundless 

love is reigning o’er us, reconciling 

race and class.Ever singing, move we 

forward, faithful in the midst of strife, 

joyful music leads us onward in the 

triumph song of life. 

 

WORDS: Henry Van Dyke, 1907, st. 4 alt. 1989, MUSIC: Ludwig van Bethoven, 1824; arr. by Edward Hodges, 1864, CCLI 2815228 

 

 



 

 

 

RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to the depths 

of our being when the River of Joy is always flowing.  We have only to dip into it, for we have 

the “joy, joy, joy, joy down in our hearts.” 

 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart, 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S TIME TO LEAD US     DeaconessAnne Hillman 

 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

SCRIPTURE    Isaiah 2:1-5 (CEB) 

Romans 13:11-14 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is Saying to the Church 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC  A Canticle of Peace by Joseph Clokey        Chancel Choir 

 

SERMON     Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy       Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

TRANSFORMATION IN OUR LIVES 

Connecting our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within joy’s 

possibilities – not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of life.  Like the 

work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back out with renewed 

oxygen, giving strength and courage for all circumstances. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

ONE:  Holy Living God, creator of all heaven and nature, You have breathed into us the gift of 

life.  You inhabit our very being, and even when we turn away, you are there, part of us, 

breath by breath, heartbeat by heartbeat.  You have drawn us to your love time and time 

again, reminding us that we are made for joy.  In this moment we remember all those 

who have gone before us, who now join at this table in a melding of all time and space. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
I invite you to lift up first names, wherever you are, of those people and places you wish 

to draw into this moment. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
ALL:  We sing Joy to the World, Heaven and Nature sing!  Joy to the World, Heaven and 

nature sing with joy, hopeful joy! 

 

ONE:  Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, Your Spirit anointed him to preach 

good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come 

when you would save your people. 
 

In the midst of healing, feeding and teaching, he brought a spark of something so special 

that people would tell his story over and over until it got to us.  He promised that this 

spark, this light, this joy, would be with us always. 
 

Jesus reached for the bread and cup on the table of his last meal and reminded his 

disciples – and now us – that we must cry out for justice and joy for all living things. 
 

He gave thanks to you, Holy God, broke the bread, and told them, “Take, eat; this is my 

body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  And then when the 

supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my love, poured out for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

And so, with joy we offer ourselves in service, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

ALL:  Christ has died, yet Christ still lives, Christ will come again in joy, Hopeful Joy! 

 

ONE:  Pour out your Holly Spirit on us gathered here, O God, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Make them be for us the coming of newly born hope, love, joy and peace, so that 

we may be for the world these things, strengthened by your presence within us.  By your 

Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your 

Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, 

almighty God, now and forever.   

ALL:  Amen. 

 

(Please bring your offering forward and place in the basket while you come for communion) 

 

 



 

 

COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings.  We leave this place 

“with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope and joy to the world. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN 

(Choir sings first verse and refrain) 

1.  Feelings that might bring us down, 

Sunlight hidden by the clouds.  It may 

seem that there’s nowhere we can 

turn.  Yes, the days will come and days 

will go, but deep within our souls we 

know when we wake up there are 

lessons to be learned (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain)  Joy to the world, hope to the 

people, we’re gonna give love that’s for 

everyone unconditionally.  We’re 

gonna make peace in our world, God’s 

voice through us be heard, as we look 

to one another, a glimpse of holy we 

might see. 

2.  People who can’t seem to be willing to 

sing harmony forgetting that we each 

place diff’rent parts, for it’s when we 

join our hands and voice, making love 

our only choice, then together we can 

birth a brand new start! (Refrain) 
 

3.  Crowded borders, busy streets, the 

neighbors we don’t care to meet, and 

we wonder where have we gone 

wrong?When we look beyond dividing 

lines, with open hearts and open 

minds, our differences won’t seem so 

big at all. (Refrain) 
 

 
 

Words & Music by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, Arr. by Caleb Collins, © 2019 Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, CCLI 2815228 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*HYMN 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people, we’re gonna give love 

that’s for everyone-unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. As we 

look to one another, a glimpse of holy we 

might see! 

Joy, hope, peace and love.  We’re gonna 

give love that’s for everyone 

unconditionally!  We’re gonna make 

peace in our world,As we look to one 

another, a glimpse of holy we might see,a 

glimpse of holy we might see, a glimpse of 

holy we might see. 
 

Words & Music by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, Arr. by Caleb Collins, © 2019 Marsha Jean Moors-Charles, CCLI 2815228 

 

POSTLUDE 
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