
 

 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

August 18, 2019 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 

 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE     When Thou Art Near by J.S. Bach 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  Gather us in, Mysterious Maker God, 

ALL:  That being close to you we will understand your intention for creation. 

ONE:  Weave us into one, Sweet Savior of All. 

ALL:  That living your ways we will create communities of faith and peace. 

ONE:  Gather us in, Powerful Spirit of Renewal, 

ALL:  That treasuring the past we will boldly shape the future. 

ONE:  Weave us into one, Holy One in Three. 

ALL:  That women and men together may be the signs of your presence, the weavers of 

your communities and the witnesses to your coming.  Gather us in this day so that 

we might gather strength from You.  Amen. 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Gather Us In             TFWS #2236 

1.  Here in this place new light is streaming, 

now is the darkness vanished away, see 

in this space our fears and our 

dreamings, brought here to you in the 

light of this day.  Gather us in the lost 

and forsaken, gather us in the blind and 

the lame; call to us now and we shall 

awaken, we shall arise at the sound of 

our name. 
 

2.  We are the young our lives are a 

myst’ry, we are the old who yearn for 

your face, we have been sung 

throughout all of hist’ry, called to be 

light to the whole human race.  Gather 

us in the rich and the haughty, gather us 

in the proud and the strong; give us a 

heart so meek and so lowly, give us the 

courage to enter the song. 

 

3.  Here we will take the wine and the 

water, here we will take the bread of 

new birth, here you shall call your sons 

and your daughters, call us anew to be 

salt for the earth. Give us to drink the 

wine of compassion, give us to eat the 

bread that is you; nourish us well, and 

teach us to fashion lives that are holy 

and hearts that are true. 
 

4.  Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, 

but here in this place the new light is 

shining, now is the kin-dom, now is the 

day.  Gather us in and hold us forever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in – all peoples together, fire 

of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

WORDS: Mary Haugen, MUSIC: Marty Haugen 

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc., CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN               Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Written by Steve Garnaas-Holmes) 

We live by the Spirit of mercy. 

We trust God’s healing of the world. 

 

When people spread fear and division, 

when evil, injustice and oppression thrive, 

no political revolution, program or platform will save us, 

but only a people transformed by grace and light, 

and a bold and sustained outbreak of gentleness. 

 

We will stand up to cynicism, hate and indifference, 

and blanket this world with compassion, calm and mercy. 

We will proclaim the truth against all resistance. 

We will meet fear and hate with healing. 



 

 

 

 

We will obstruct the progress of injustice 

with our prayers, our words and our bodies. 

We will infest the world with grace and love. 

 

We pray for open hearts and a spirit of deep listening. 

We pray for courage to enter the wounds of the world; 

for a spirit of peace to face violence with nonviolence; 

for patience to answer darkness with light. 

We pray for humility to offer ourselves 

as the first to be changed. 

We pray for one another, for we are one Body. 

We devote ourselves to sacrifice and discipline. 

 

Giving thanks for the great spirit of grace 

already breathing in us, already rising, 

in hope and love, as the gentle people of God, 

we go forth. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY     O Divine Redeemer by Charles Gounod 

     Chantel Woodard – mezzo soprano 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

*CENTERING HYMN    The Gift of Love        UMH #408 

1.  Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, and 

have not love, my words are vain, as 

sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

2.  Though I may give all I possess, and 

striving so my love profess, but not be 

given by love within, the profit soon 

turns strangely thin. 

3.  Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 

our spirits long to be made whole.  Let 

inward love guide every deed; by this 

we worship, and are freed. 
 

WORDS: Hal Hopson, 1972, 

MUSIC: Trad. English melody; adapt. by Hal Hopson, 1972,  

© 1972 Hope Publishing Co., 
 CCLI 2815228 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
*GOSPEL LESSON            Luke 12:49-56                                                   Cecil Deramus 

     “I came to cast fire upon the earth.  How I wish that it was already ablaze! I have a baptism I 

must experience. How I am distressed until it’s completed!  Do you think that I have come to 

bring peace to the earth?  No, I tell you, I have come instead to bring division.  From now on, a 

household of five will be divided – three against two and two against three.  Father will square 

off against son and son against father; mother against daughter and daughter against mother; 

and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

     Jesus also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud forming in the west, you immediately 

say, ‘It’s going to rain.’ And indeed it does.  And when a south wind blows, you say, ‘A heat 

wave is coming.’ And it does.  Hypocrites!  You know how to interpret conditions on earth and 

in the sky.  How is it that you don’t know how to interpret the present time? 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 
 

MESSAGE     What’s Up with Jesus?             Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                The Spirit Sends Us Forth To Serve           TFWS #2241 

1.  The Spirit sends us forth to serve; we 

go in Jesus’ name to bring glad tidings 

to the poor, God’s favor to proclaim. 
 

2.  We go to comfort those who mourn 

and set the burdened free; where hope 

is dim, to share a dream and help the 

blind to see. 

 

3.  We go to be the hands of Christ, to 

scatter joy like seed and, all our days, 

to cherish life, to do the loving deed. 
 

4.  Then let us go to serve in peace, the 

gospel to proclaim.  God’s Spirit has 

empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name. 
 

WORDS: Delores Dufner, OSB, MUSIC: USA Folk melody, Words © 
1993 Delores Dufner, admin. by OCP Publications, CCLI 2815228 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION (Written by Roger Courtney) 

ONE:  As we leave worship, let us together commit ourselves:  

ALL:  To give thanks each day for the abundant gift and beauty of life, to show love and 

compassion for others, to listen to the stories of others as they share their journey 

with us, to challenge injustice when we see it, to forgive others when they go astray, 

to work to heal broken lives and broken relationships to try to follow Jesus in 

everything we do. Amen.  
 

POSTLUDE    Allegro Moderato by John Marsh 
 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
23 East Adams, Detroit, Michigan 48226 ~ 313.965.5422, www.centralumchurchdetroit.org 

Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Edwin Rowe, Pastor Emeritus 

Daniel Dillingham, Minister of Music  

Nina Scott, Ensemble Director, Bobbi Thompson, Accompanist & Soloist 


