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Hunger Awareness Sunday 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 

of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 

all we do. 

 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE     Aria in F by G. F. Handel 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  During this autumn season, full of the bountiful harvests and plentiful food,  

people of faith understand that God calls all nations not only to thanksgiving for  

these gifts, but to repentance and a new commitment. 

ALL:  God calls us to repentance from a mindset that resists public responsibility for  

hunger in our midst and a new commitment to address the needs of hungry  

people in our land. 

ONE:  We know that hunger exists and that it is growing.  We also know that hunger need  

not exist anywhere in today’s world.   

ALL:  And we know, beyond a shadow of any doubt, that the love of Christ calls us to do  

all we can to change this situation.  Touch our hearts and mind during this  

time of worship, we pray. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        God of Grace and God of Glory    adapted from UMH 577 

1.  God of grace and God of glory, on 

your people pour your power; crown 

your ancient church’s story; bring its 

bud to glorious flower.  Grant us 

wisdom, grant us courage, for the 

facing of this hour, for the facing of 

this hour. 

 

2.  From the evils that surround us and 

assail the Savior’s ways, from the fears 

that long have bound us – free our 

hearts for faith and praise.  Grant us 

wisdom, grant us courage, for the 

living of these days, for the living of 

these days. 

 

3.  Cure your children’s warring 

madness; bend our pride to your 

control.  Shame our reckless, selfish 

gladness, rich in things and poor in 

soul.  Grant us wisdom, grant us 

courage, make our broken spirits 

whole, make our broken spirits whole. 

 

4.  Set our feet on lofty places; gird our 

lives that they may be armored with all 

Christ-like graces, in the fight to set us 

free.  Grant us wisdom, grant us 

courage, in the quest for liberty, in the 

quest for liberty. 

 

5.  Save us from weak resignation to the 

evils we deplore; let the search for 

your salvation be our glory evermore.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving you whom we adore, serving 

you whom we adore. 

 
WORDS: Harry Emerson Fosdick, MUSIC: John Hughes; words by 

permission of Elinor Fosdick Downs, CCLI 2815228 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 

 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHILDRENS TIME         Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

 

 
 



 

 
READING   The Poor Cry Out by St. Thomas of Villanova      Walter Douglas 

     The destitution of the poor cries out against us and their cries ascend to God.  One abounds; 

another dies from hunger.  Will God not examine these things?  Have you seen a poor person 

perish from hunger?  If you did not feed him, you have killed him!  The voice of his blood cries 

out against you at judgment. 

     A stone from the wall shall cry out, says the prophet.  God shared and gave to the poor, 

God’s justice remains forever.  God does not say God’s mercy, but God’s justice, because to 

give in this way is a work of justice.  Give money to the perishing that you might acquire justice 

that does not perish.  You receive more from the poor than you give: you give a coin and 

receive heaven; you give a cloak and receive immortality; God is more merciful than you. 

     Oh!  How great is the danger of riches!  Observe the example of the rich banqueter:  he was 

damned because he showed no mercy, not because he stole, but because he did not give.  Nor 

should you wait for extreme necessity, when he is already holding a candle in his hand, for then 

he does not need your food but a grave. 

     There needs to be lodging places for the poor in your cities, otherwise your homes must be 

their lodging.  In winter, if a naked and sick person has no lodging, he is in danger.  Whoever 

has room is bound to give him lodging, because he is in danger.  If you do not do this, at least 

support hospices, make sure that they exist and promote them, so that you are not obliged to 

lodge the poor yourselves. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY   Where Charity and Love Prevails. Arr.  William McNair 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SOLO:        God Bless the Outcasts by Alan Menken        Brandon Spencer, Baritone 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 14:13-16 The New International Version 

     When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew by boat privately to a 

solitary place.  Hearing of this, the crowd followed him on foot from the towns.  When Jesus 

landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

     As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late.  Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves 

some food.” 

     Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat.” 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 



 

 

 
SONG             Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE          You Give Them Something to Eat!         Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

PRAYER STATIONS 

 

*CLOSING HYMN              God, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing     UMH #671 

1.  God, dismiss us with thy blessing; fill 

our hearts with joy and peace; let us 

each, thy love possessing, triumph in 

redeeming grace.  O refresh us, 

traveling through this wilderness. 

2.  Thanks we give and adoration for thy 

gospel’s joyful sound.  May the fruits 

of thy salvation in our hearts and lives 

abound; ever faithful, ever faithful to 

the truth may we be found. 
 

WORDS: Attr. To John Fawcett, 1773, MUSIC: The European Magazine and Review, 1972; harm. from The Methodist Hymn and Tune Book, 1889, alt.,  
CCLI 2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION    God, Be in My Head by John Rutter           Chancel Choir 

 

POSTLUDE     Maestoso in C by Charles Gounod 
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