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November 17, 2019 

23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, ethnicity, 

immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, ability, belief, 

or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and you are welcome 

here. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the light 

of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City of 

Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in all we 

do. 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   
 

As we open our eyes and come out of any avoidance we have regarding our feelings about money, 

we light a candle and ask God to be with us on this journey, giving us fresh perspectives that can 

shift any “dis-ease” that holds us back from a courageous vision about our money paths.  We have 

compassion for ourselves and each other because the systems of money we live in are not easy to 

navigate. 
 

PRELUDE     Simple Gifts          HandBell Choir 
 

GATHERING: COMPASSION 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ILLUMINATING THE SHADOWS 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
HYMN    Be Thou My Vision        UMH #451 

1. Be thou my vision, O God of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
WORDS:  Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905; versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912, alt.  MUSIC:  Trad. Irish melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1963, 

Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press, CCLI2815228 

 

LITANY 

ONE:  We light this flame to affirm that where there is light, 

ALL:  there is understanding; 

ONE:  where there is understanding, 

ALL:  there is compassion; 

ONE:  where there is compassion, 

ALL:  there is possibility; 

ONE:  where there is possibility, 
 

 



 

 

ALL:  there is transformation. 

ONE:  Holy and Living God, transform our fears into awe-inspired wonder, 

ALL:  Open us to this light, and to the rich possibilities that it brings us for a  

“wonder-full” life. 
 

OPENING HYMN  We Reclaim the Name of Jesus (sung to the tune of UMH #150) 

1.  We reclaim the name of Jesus; we 

announce the grace he brought.  We 

believe his love redeems us; we reclaim 

the things he taught.  We know each 

one bears God’s image; racist words 

and deeds are sin.  We commit to 

spread the message: God is love and 

love will win. 
 

2.  We reclaim the name of Jesus; we’re 

Christ’s body here on earth.  We resist 

when some would lead us to devalue 

women’s worth.  We see how Christ 

loved the stranger, tore down barriers, 

opened doors.  We will welcome those 

in danger; we will love and serve the 

poor. 
 

3.  We reclaim the name of Jesus and we 

trust the truth he brings.  We 

renounce what some now tell us – that 

their lies are normal things.  We reject 

the push toward power; we support 

democracy.  We seek ways to work 

together for a just society. 
 

4.  We reclaim the name of Jesus; he 

brought love to all the earth.  We 

protest when people tell us that our 

country should come first.  We are in a 

time of crisis, so Christ’s church must 

call out sin.  We stand firm for we 

believe this:  God is love and love will 

win. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

CHILDRENS TIME        Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 



 

 
PROCLAIMING CURIOUSITY 

 

We become curious – full of “wonder-ing” – further transforming our tendencies of avoiding 

money issues into a desire to learn more, know more, about the systems of money and our own 

relationship to it.  We explore what our faith story invites us to do about the systems of money 

in which we find ourselves. 

 

SCRIPTURE     1 Timothy 6:17-19             Wil Marquez 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is Saying to the Church 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SONG             Bobbi Thompson 

 

SERMON     Looking Back            Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

RESPONDING: CREATIVITY 
 

This part of the service helps us to “wonder” in a different way.  We invite a state of awe at the 

abundance of our lives by noticing the “rich beauty around us, the presence of “treasured” 

people, and new and unexpected “gems” that cross our paths.  We commit to engage our 

creativity to multiply good in the world. 

 

The Wonder of It All:  Prayers 
 

 Thank You, God     Adapted from UMH #84 

Thank You, God 

Thank You, God 

Thank You, God, 

I just want to thank you, God 
WORDS: Trad., MUSIC: Trad.; adapt. and arr. by William Farley Smith, 1986 Adapt. and arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, CCLI2815228 

 

OFFERING WITNESS  Susan Tyler-Davis 
 

OFFERTORY  Ensemble Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY              (Tune:  Be Thou My Vision) 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; Thou mine inheritance, now and always; Thou 

and thou only, first in my heart, great God of Heaven, my treasure thou art 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

SENDING FORTH: COMMITMENT 
 

Having walked with God in “looking” into our heart’s relationship to money, we commit to 

take the practices out into the world and our daily lives with renewed compassion, curiosity, 

and creativity. 

 

 



 

 

 

*SENDING HYMN    We Are Called              TFWS #2172 

1.  Come!  Live in the light!  Shine with 

the joy and the love of our God!  We 

are called to be light for the kindom, to 

live in the freedom of the city of God!  

(Refrain) 

 

(Refrain):  We are called to act with 

justice, we are called to love tenderly.  

We are called to serve one another, to 

walk humbly with God. 

 

 

2.  Come!  Open your heart!  Show your 

mercy to all those in fear!  We are 

called to be hope for the hopeless so all 

hatred and blindness will be no more!  

(Refrain) 

 

3.  Sing!  Sing a new song!  Sing of the 

great day when all will be one!  God 

will reign and we’ll walk with each 

other as sisters and brothers united in 

love!  (Refrain) 
 

WORDS: David Haas, MUSIC: David Haas © 1988 GIA Publications, 

Inc.  CCLI 2815228 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE    Grand Jeu by Francois Couperin 
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