
 

 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

September 22, 2019 

International Day of Peace Sunday 

 
OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 

ALL:  Who publish peace, who bring good tidings, who publish salvation, and proclaim, 

“Our God reigns!” 

ONE:  God will judge among many peoples, 

ALL:  And they shall beat their swords into plowshares and nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation:  neither shall they learn war anymore. 

ONE:  Let us lift up our voices  

ALL:  And praise the God of peace and justice! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        When Words Alone Cannot Express 

                               (sung to the tune of All Creatures of Our God and King UMH #62) 

1.  When words alone cannot express all 

that our hearts ache to confess, bring 

music!  Alleluia!  Bring melody and 

rhythmic fire!  Bring instruments, 

bring bells and choir!  Bring music!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

2.  When speech erodes and tempers flare, 

when peace gives way to idle dare, 

bring music!  Alleluia!  Let psalms 

restore our memory that God has 

made us to be free!  Bring music! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

3.  When bread is broken, wine is poured, 

when we encounter Christ the Lord, 

bring music!  Alleluia!  When children 

teach us how to pray, when simple 

heroes show the way, bring music!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

4.  Within each season of our lives, when 

every passageway arrives, bring 

music!  Alleluia!  Sing when the infant 

draws a breath; sing when the elder 

yields to death.  Bring music!  Alleluia!  

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Words:  John Thornburg, Music: Geistliche Kirchengasange, 1623 

words © 2003 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc., CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHILDRENS TIME                Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. 
 

PRAYER FOR PEACE (written by Michael Neuroth) 

Our God who was, is and is to be…We pray for peace.  We pray for a peace that is beyond 

our understanding…beyond our limited vision, hopes and dreams.  We pray for an end of 

the reign of violence in our communities and in our world.  We pray for an end to war, 

war that kills people, desecrates the Earth, depletes resources and joy.  We pray for an 

end to poverty that keeps millions from living lives of dignity, lives without basic needs. 

On this International Day of Prayers for Peace, let us join with all of God’s creation to 

pray for Shalom.  Your Shalom.  Deep peace.  Just Peace.  For the peace that can only 

come from You.  O God may your kindom come, your peace reign, your justice roll, your 

Spirit move, your love inspire.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY   
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 



 

 

READING                                 Desiderata by Max Ehrmann                              Clara Lawrence 

Go placidly amid the noise and haste and remember what peace there may be in silence. 

As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and clearly and listen to others, even the dull and the ignorant; 

they too have their story. 

 

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are vexations to the spirit. If you compare yourself 

with others, you may become vain and bitter, for always there will be greater and lesser persons 

than yourself.  Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 

 

Keep interested in your own career, however humble, it is a real possession in the changing 

fortunes of time.  Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is full of trickery. 

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals’ 

and everywhere life is full of heroism. 

 

Be yourself.  Especially, do not feign affection.  Neither by cynical about love; 

for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial as the grass. 

 

Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully surrendering the things of youth. 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  But do not distress yourself with 

dark imaginings.  Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. 

Beyond a wholesome disciple, be gentle with yourself. 

 

You are a child of the universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. 

 

Therefore be at peace with God, whatever you conceive God to be, and whatever your labors 

and aspirations, in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul. 

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world. 

Be cheerful.  Strive to be happy. 
 

©1952 

 

*CENTERING HYMN                Let There Be Peace On Earth     UMH #431 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it 

begin with me; let there be peace on 

earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God our creator, children all are 

we.  Let us walk with each other in 

perfect harmony. 

 

 

 

Let peace begin with me; let this be the 

moment now.  With every step I stake, let 

this be my solemn vow; to take each 

moment and live each moment in peace 

eternally.  Let there be peace on earth, 

and let it begin with me. 
 

WORDS:  Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, MUSIC:  Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; 

harm. by Charles H. Webb, 1987, © 1955. Assigned to Jan-Lee Music, 

© renewed 1983, CCLI 2815228 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 18:21-22  The Inclusive Bible      Clara Lawrence 

     Peter came up and asked Jesus, “When a sister or brother wrongs me, how many times must 

I forgive?  Seven times?” 

     “No,” Jesus replied, “not seven times.  I tell you seventy times seven.” 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 
 

MESSAGE The Way of Peace  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

*CLOSING HYMN              Make Me a Channel of Your Peace           TFWS #2171 

1.  Make me a channel of your peace, 

where there is hatred, let me bring 

your love.  Where there is injury, your 

pardon, Lord, and where there’s 

doubt, true faith in you. 
 

2.  Make me a channel of your peace, 

where there’s despair in life, let me 

bring hope.  Where there is darkness, 

only light, and where there’s sadness, 

ever joy. 
 

3.  Oh, Master, grant that I may never 

seek so much to be consoled as to 

console, to be understood as to 

understand, to be loved as to love with 

all my soul. 
 

4.  Make me a channel of your peace.  It is 

in pardoning that we are pardoned, in 

giving of ourselves that we receive, and 

in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 

WORDS:  Prayer of St. Francis; adapt. by Sebastian Temple, MUSIC:  

Sebastian Temp, © 1967 OCP Publications, CCLI 2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION       Go Now in Peace by Natalie Sleeth                  Chancel Choir 
 

POSTLUDE           
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