
 

 
Central United Methodist Church 

A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810 Incorporated 1822 Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

February 10, 2019 
 

Black History Month 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 

 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 Please silence cell phones. 

 

PRELUDE                                              Deep River                                           Arr. Wilbur Held 
                                                  The prelude is a time for quiet prayer and meditation. 
 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Have you not known the God of the downtrodden: the God of Hagar and Ruth and 

Rahab? 

ALL: Yes, we know this God and surely this god knows us. 

ONE: Have you not heard the gospel of the oppressed: the story of liberation, freedom and             

salvation? 

ALL: Yes, we have heard this story and surely this story lives in us. 

ONE: We know and we have heard that God is good, 

ALL: All the time! 

ONE: And all the time, 

ALL: God is good.  Amen! 

 



 

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        O God, Our Help in Ages Past                               UMH #117 

1. O God, our help in ages past, our hope 

for years to come, our shelter from the 

stormy blast, and our eternal home! 
 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne, still 

may we dwell secure; sufficient is thine 

arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

3. Before the hills in order stood, or earth 

received her frame, from everlasting, 

thou art God, to endless years the same. 
 

4. A thousand ages, in thy sight, are like 

an evening gone; short as the watch 

that ends the night, before the rising 

sun. 

5. Time, like an ever rolling stream, bears 

all who breathe away; they fly 

forgotten, as a dream dies at the 

opening day. 
 

6. O God, our help in ages past, our hope 

for years to come; be thou our guide 

while life shall last, and our eternal 

home. 
 

WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1719 

MUSIC: Attr. To William Croft, 1708;  

harm. by W. H. Monk, 1861 
CCLI 2815228 

 

 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MIGRATION STORY 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                                     Rebecca Wilson 
 

POEM                          The Great Migration by Jacqueline Woodson 

I knew the story long before I knew 

the reason for my mother leaving South Carolina. Her black 

pumps, leather and new, bought a size too small—A sale 

or vanity— (She’s gone now too late for the asking) 
 

One shoe and then the other and then the first again and then and then 
 

small steps 
 

onto a bus already filled with The Leavers  

people heading north from a South Carolina slipping  

like silk from their mouths You got people up there and  

Where y’all planning to stay and the quiet Yes, Ma’ams from children  

New York a dream in the palms of sweaty hands, the pinch  

of too tight shoes. A fierce wave  

Goodbye to ol’ Jim Crow  

I knew the story long before I knew 
 

 



 

 
The story—My mother’s brown hands  

on her purse, her three children left behind  

for now her forehead pressed  

against the Trailways window. 

 

I don’t know the story, never asked  

Did you ever consider not coming back for us  It was a story  

I didn’t want to know. 

 

How did she come to believe in a place  

she’d never seen? When did she know that home  

wasn’t home anymore? I thought I knew 

 

the story. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   Deep River Arr. Harry Thacker Burleigh              Chancel Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    

 

PRAYER SONG 

Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my 

Lord, kum ba yah. Oh, Lord, kum ba yah!                                                                                 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                        Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*CENTERING MUSIC             Balm in Gilead                                                   SOZ #123 

(Refrain)There is a balm in Gilead, to 

make the wounded whole. There is a balm 

in Gilead, to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

1. Sometimes I feel discouraged, and 

think my work’s in vain, but then the 

Holy Spirit revives my soul again.  

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

2. Don’t ever feel discouraged for Jesus is 

your friend, and if you look for 

knowledge, He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. 

(Refrain) 
 

3. If you cannot preach like Peter, if you 

cannot pray like Paul, You can tell the 

love of Jesus, and say “He died for all.” 

(Refrain) 
 

Harm. copyright © 1982 by Abingdon 

CCLI 2815228 

 



 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING          Lamentations 3:19-26 

I remember my woes and wonderings – the wormwood and the gall. Those memories are so 

clear to me, and they fill me with despair. Yet it is because I remember all this that I have hope. 

YHWH’s favor is not exhausted, nor has God’s compassion failed. They rise up anew each 

morning, so great is God’s faithfulness. “YHWH is all I have,” I cry. “So I will wait in 

patience.” The Most High is good to those who hope in God, to all who seek God’s presence. 

It is good to wait patiently for YHWH to set us free. 

ONE: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

SOLO                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 
 

MESSAGE                                                                      U.S. Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN       We’ve Come This Far By Faith                                    SOZ #192 

(Refrain)We’ve come this far by faith 

leaning on the Lord; Trusting in God’s 

Holy Word, God’s never failed me yet. 

Oh, can’t turn around. We’ve come this 

far by faith. 
 

1. Don’t be discouraged with trouble in 

your life God’ll bear your burdens and 

move all misery and strife. That’s why 

we’ve…(Refrain) 

2. Just the other day I heard a man say he 

didn’t believe in God’s Word; I can say 

God has made a way, God’s never 

failed me yet, Thank God, 

we’ve…(Refrain) 
 

©Copyright 1963 by MANNA MUSIC, INC., International Copyright 

Secured. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission  
CCLI 2815228 

 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

*CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION     

                                                            Lead Me, Guide Me by Doris Akers 

Lead me, guide me along the way, for if you lead me I cannot stray. Lord, let me walk 

each day with Thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

POSTLUDE                                      Sweet, Sweet Spirit by Doris Akers 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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