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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE                                                                                                  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT                                                                                                     Bobbi Thompson 

 

 

 



 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  Can you imagine unfettered love?  Free and bold, wild and true, the kind of love that 

changes you?  Can you imagine a home – safe and bright, with impromptu dancing, 

meals round the table, and laughter late into the night?  Can you imagine faith like a 

compass that guides the way you shop and vote, the way you love and hope; that asks 

questions and yet still believes, even despite uncertainty?  Can you imagine a world 

where trees, bees and all living things grow wild and free?  Where peace is the narrative 

and hope the currency?  A world where news stories are testimonies and funerals are far 

between?  Can you imagine? 

ALL:  Yes, we can imagine. 

ONE:  Today in worship, dare to dream.  Dare to imagine what could be.  And pay attention, for 

God is here, in wandering thoughts, hopes and prayers. 

ALL:  Let us worship a holy God, that great unfettered love. 
 

*OPENING HYMN                 Arise, Your Light is Come       The New Century Hymnal #164 

1.  Arise, your light is come!  The Spirit’s 

call obey; show forth the glory of your 

God which shines on you today! 
 

2.  Arise, your light is come!  Fling wide the 

prison door; proclaim the captive’s 

liberty, good tidings to the poor. 
 

3.  Arise, your light is come!  All you in 

sorrow born, bind up the broken-hearted 

ones and comfort those who mourn. 
 

4.  Arise, your light is come!  The mountains 

burst in song!  Rise up like eagles on the 

wing; God’s power will make us strong. 

Tune: Festal Song S.M., William Water, 1872; Words Ruth Duck Copyright © 1992 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ONE:  God of Grace, you invite us to dream of a better world, 

ALL:  But instead we bury our heads in the sand.  We are afraid to recognize how much 

must change.  We are afraid, because if we know the truth, then don’t we have a 

job to do? 

ONE:  So instead, more often than not, we maintain the status quo. 

ALL:  We passively allow things to stay the same. 

ONE:  We don’t speak out; we don’t imagine a new day. 

ALL:  We don’t dream of a world without racism, sexism bigotry or shame. 

ONE:  Instead we allow ourselves to believe that some things will never change. 

ALL:  Forgive us.  Show us the way.  Teach us to dream. 

ONE:  Teach us to imagine again. 

ALL:  Humbly we pray.  Amen. 



 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   Laura Burger 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

CENTERING HYMN    O Freedom              TFWS #2194 

1.  O freedom!  O freedom!  O freedom over 

me. (Refrain) 

 

Refrain:  And before I’ll be a slave, I’d be 

buried in my grave, and go home 

to my Lord and be free. 

 

2.  No more moaning, no more moaning, no 

more moaning over me.  (Refrain) 

 

3.  No more weeping, no more weeping, no 

more weeping over me.  (Refrain) 

 

4.  There’ll be singing, there’ll be singing, 

there’ll be singing over me.  (Refrain) 

 

5.  There’ll be shouting, there’ll be shouting, 

there’ll be shouting over me. (Refrain) 

 

6.  There’ll be praying, there’ll be praying, 

there’ll be praying over me. (Refrain) 

 
WORDS: African American spiritual,  

MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. by John Bell,  

Arr. © 1996 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA 

Publications, Inc., CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION          Brandon Gleaton 

Holy God, we want to see what you see.  But we stumble through roadblocks of bias and 

narrow perspective, fear and limited information.  We are too small to imagine the type of love 

and beauty you can sow.  So in this moment, we ask that you would clear the roadblocks that 

keep us from you.  Blow the dust out of our ears.  Thaw out the frozen parts of our hearts.  Tell 

the logical arguments we forma bout what will and will not work to take a backseat.  And as 

you do, breathe fresh air into our lungs and fill our minds with endless possibilities.  We want to 

see what you see.  We want to reimagine this life we’re living.  Clear away the roadblocks.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   Mark 12:38-44 The Inclusive Bible        Brandon Gleaton 

   In his teaching, Jesus said, “Beware of the religious scholars who like to walk about in long 

robes, be greeted obsequiously in the market squares, and take the front seats in the synagogues 

and the places of honor at banquets.  These are the ones who swallow the property of widows 

and offer lengthy prayers for the sake of appearance.  They will be judged all the more severely. 

   Jesus sat down opposite the collection box and watched the people putting money in it, and 

many of the rich put in a great deal.  A poor widow came and put in two small coins, the 

equivalent of a penny. 

   Then Jesus called out to the disciples and said to them, “The truth is, this woman has put in 

more than all who have contributed to the treasury, for they have put in money from their 

surplus, but she as put in everything she possessed from the little she had – all she had to live 

on.” 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

REIMAGINE REDEVELOPMENT        Caen Thomason-Redus 

 

MESSAGE     Reimagine            Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

VIDEO       See the Day by Liz Vice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ci9msV-It0w 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
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