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October 20, 2019 

19th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 

of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 

all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE     The God of Abraham Praise by Hal Hopson 

 

INTROIT  A Servant Song  Ensemble Choir 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  We gather to proclaim that God is the God of all things, 

ALL:  The God of economics and art; the God of history and science; the God of politics 

and drama; the God of music and psychology. 

ONE:  We gather to praise the God that sees beyond what we can see. 

ALL:  The infinite possibilities of global interdependence, faithful stewardship, and 

meaningful engagement to usher in God’s Shalom. 

ONE:  We gather to sing the joy of the God whose vision can hold more than we can fathom. 

ALL:  Our sight is limited, but God’s sight is not.  Let us worship God! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  We Are Called             TFWS #2172 

1.  Come! Live in the light!  Shine with 

the joy and the love of our God!  We 

are called to be light for the kindom, to 

live in the freedom of the city of God! 

(Refrain) 

 

(Refrain) We are called to act with justice, 

we are called to love tenderly, we are 

called to serve one another, to walk 

humbly with God! 

2.  Come!  Open your heart!  Show your 

mercy to all those in fear!  We are 

called to be hope for the hopeless so all 

hatred and blindness will be no more! 

(Refrain) 
 

3.  Sing!  Sing a new song!  Sing of that 

great day when all will be one!  God 

will reign, and we’ll walk with each 

other as sisters and brothers united in 

love! (Refrain) 
WORDS: David Haas, MUSIC: David Haas, © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.  CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHILDRENS TIME        Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

PRAYER 

Holy Spirit, You are working and moving through us, but our senses have turned inward.  

We do not perceive Your peace in the world, when all we hear of is violence and 

destruction.  We do not know Your goodness in the world, when all we see is hopelessness 

and despair.  Call us beyond the brokenness of what is around us to see the new life that is 

springing forth.  Call us out of the self-centeredness of consumer culture to see 

opportunities for justice, and the courage to do Your work.  Call us away from giving up, 

to giving a hand to help.  In the name of Christ, who defeated the cross and shows us the 

way to eternal life, we pray all things, and live into His hope.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY  Jesus You Brought Me All the Way Ensemble Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 



 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

EPISTLE LESSON                       1 Corinthians 12: 12-20       Marcus Dickson 

     The body is one, even though it has many parts; all the parts – many though they are – 

comprise a single body.  And so it is with Christ.  It was by one Spirit that all of us, whether we 

are Jews or Greeks, slaves or citizens, were baptized into one body.  All of us have been given 

to drink of the one Spirit.  And that body is not one part; it is many. 

     If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body, does that make 

it any less a part of the body?  If the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 

to the body,” would that make it any less a part of the body?  If the body were all eye, what 

would happen to our hearing?  If it were all ear, what would happen to our sense of smell?  

Instead of that, God put all the different parts into one body on purpose.  If all the parts  were 

alike, where would the body be?  

     They are, indeed, many different members but one body.  
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

CENTERING MUSIC           Bobbi Thompson 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 10: 46-52, The Inclusive New Testament     Marcus Dickson 

     They came to Jericho.  As Jesus was leaving Jericho with the disciples and a large crowd, a 

blind beggar named Bartimaeus ben–Timaeus was sitting at the side of the road.  When he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to say, “Heir of David, Jesus, have 

pity on me!” 

     Many people scolded him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the louder, “Heir of 

David, have pity on me!” 

     Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” 

     So they called the blind man.  “Don’t be afraid”, they said.  “Get up; Jesus is calling you.”  So 

throwing off his cloak, Bartimaeus jumped up and went to Jesus. 

     Then Jesus said, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

     “Rabbuni,” the blind man said, “I want to see.” 

     Jesus replied, “Go, your faith has saved you.” And immediately Bartimaeus received the gift 

of sight and began to follow Jesus along the road. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG             Bobbi Thompson 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MESSAGE   Rev. Ed Rowe, Pastor Emeritus 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   Help Us Accept Each Other      UMH #560 

1.  Help us accept each other as Christ 

accepted us; teach us as sister, brother, 

each person to embrace.  Be present, 

God among us, and bring us to believe 

we are ourselves accepted and meant 

to love and live. 
 

2.  Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in 

our daily life we struggle to be human 

and search for hope and faith.  Teach 

us to care for people, for all, not just 

for some, to love them as we find them, 

or as they may become. 
 

3.  Let your acceptance change us, so that 

we may be moved in living situations 

to do the truth in love; to practice your 

acceptance, until we know by heart the 

table of forgiveness, and laughter’s 

healing art. 
 

4.  God, for today’s encounters with all 

who are in need, who hunger for 

acceptance, for righteousness and 

bread, we need new eyes for seeing, 

new hands for holding on, renew us 

with your Spirit, God, free us, make us 

one! 
 

WORDS: Fred Kaan, 1974, MUSIC: John Ness Beck, 1977, Words © 1975 Hope Publishing Co.; music © 1977 Hope Publishing Co., CCLI 2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION  Touch Somebody’s Life       Ensemble Choir 
 

POSTLUDE   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name by Charles Callahan 
 

TALK BACK SESSION WITH REV. ROWE 
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