
 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 
 

December 27, 2020 

Sunday after Christmas 
  

 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

 



 

 

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 
 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

WELCOME 

 

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD 

The Good News that we have proclaimed for this Advent/Christmas season ends with a second 

chapter of Luke that starts, “When the time came…”  Indeed, the time has come for us to move 

from the narrative of birthing to the narrative of redemption.  The story of Jesus’ ritual 

cleansing as a child contains stories of people who had been waiting for this moment.  But the 

time of waiting is over – for us too.  Like Isaiah who says, “for Zion’s sake I won’t stay silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I won’t sit still,” we will not stop our songs of resistance until justice 

shines out like a light for all. 

 

THRESHOLD MUSIC 

(Solo) I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun, even when, even when it’s not shining. 

           I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun, even when, even when it’s not shining. 

 

ONE:  The clouds begin to clear 

ALL:  The clouds begin to clear 

ONE:  The horizon starts to glow 

ALL:  The horizon starts to glow 

ONE:  The time has come 

ALL:  The time has come. 
 

PRAYER: 

ONE:  Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we have caught throughout this season of 

Advent and Christmas of your gifts of hope, love, joy and peace.  Even in the midst of 

fear, of challenge, of struggle – even when we have not been sure of tomorrow, you have 

ignited the Light within us., 

ALL:  And we have glowed with its brilliance from the inside out. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

(Congregation joins soloist in unison) 

I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun, even when…even when it’s not shining. 

ONE:  Help us continue to proclaim far and wide that the time has come for light to be among 

all people 

ALL:  Amen. 

ONE:  You are invited to light all your Advent and Christmas candles at this time. 

 

OPENING HYMN   Angels From the Realms of Glory        adapted from UMH 2#20 

1.  Angels, from the realms of glory, wing 

your flight o’er all the earth.  As you 

sang creation’s story, now proclaim 

Messiah’s birth: (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) Come and worship, come and 

worship, worship Christ, give thanks 

and sing. 
 

2.  Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

watching o’er your flocks by night.  

God with us is now residing, yonder 

shines the infant light: (Refrain) 
 

3.  Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar: seek the 

great Desire of Nations, guided by 

Christ’s natal star: (Refrain) 
 

4.  Saints, before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly, your prayers attending, 

Christ beside you shall appear. 

(Refrain) 
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ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME TO SHINE      Deaconess Anne Hillman 

(children first sing “This Little Light of Mine”) 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON          Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3   The Inclusive Bible 

I will joyfully exult in God who is the joy of my soul!  My God clothed me with a robe of 

deliverance and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, the way a bridegroom puts on a turban and a 

bride bedecks herself with jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and a garden brings its seeds to blossom, so Exalted God 

makes justice sprout and praise spring up before all nations. 
 

For Zion’s sake, I will not be silent; for the sake of Jerusalem, I will not rest – not until her 

integrity shines like the dawn, her deliverance like a flaming torch.  The nations will see your 

vindication, and the rulers your splendor; you will have a new name that God’s mouth will 

bestow.  You will be a garland of beauty in God’s hands, a solemn crown worn by your God. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 
THE WITNESS OF MUSIC 

 

PASTOR:  Someday, we will once again be able to join our voices in song in our sanctuary 

loud and clear.  We have turned toward the story of music and deepened our appreciation of 

its role in healing, change, and reconciliation.  And we will never look at music the same 

again…certainly we will not take it for granted. 

 

Our last anthem for this series is one that reminds us that there is work for us to do.  After 

the Christmas carols have faded and we move on toward some sense of new life, we will 

have much to do to continue to rebuild lives.  African American theologian Howard 

Thurman said, 

 

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and 

princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flock, the work of Christmas 

begins:  To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,  

to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among others, to make music in the heart. 

 

HYMN       God Have Work for Us To Do by Mark Miller 

       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRQdCyvm30E 

 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 2:22-40             The Inclusive Bible 

When the day came for them to be purified, as laid down by the Law of Moses, the couple took 

Jesus up to Jerusalem and presented him to God. For its written in the Law of our God, “Every 

firstborn heir is to be consecrated to God.”  They likewise came to offer in sacrifice a pair of 

turtle-doves or two young pigeons,” in accord with the dictate of the Law of our God. 

 

Now there lived in Jerusalem a man named Simeon.  He was devout and just, anticipating the 

consolation of Israel, and he was filled with the Holy Spirit.  She had revealed to Simeon that he 

wouldn’t see death until he had seen the Messiah of God.  Prompted by her, Simeon came to the 

Temple; and when the parents brought in the child to perform the customary rituals of the Law, 

he took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,  

 

“Now, O God, you can dismiss your servant in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes 

have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the peoples to see – a light of revelation 

to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRQdCyvm30E


 

 

As the child’s mother and father stood there marveling at the things that were being said, 

“Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, the mother, “This child is destined to be the downfall 

and the rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that is rejected so that the secret thoughts of 

many may be laid bare.  And a sword will pierce your heart as well.” 

 

When the couple had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the Law of God, they returned to Galilee 

and their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew in size and strength.  He was filled with 

wisdom and the grace of God was with him. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

MESSAGE    Believe This:  The Time Has Come     Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

WE RESPOND 

 

LITANY OF BELIEF 

ONE:  I believe that we have failed to see Christ AND 

ALL:  I believe we can wake up and serve him by serving others. 

ONE:  I believe that we have waited for someone else to rescue us AND 

ALL:  I believe that we can be the change we want to see. 

ONE:  I believe that we have hidden the light for too long AND 

ALL:  I believe that the light can shine whenever we open ourselves to be Christ’s 

presence in the world. 

ONE:  We believe, even when we are discouraged. 

ALL:  We believe, that when we are discouraged, raising our voices for justice will offer  

more hope, more love, more joy, more peace and more light! Amen! 

 

PRAYERS IN THE STILLNESS 

Pastor:  I invite you to get in a comfortable position of rest.  I invite you to a deep breath and a 

deep listening posture – perhaps eyes closed or fixed on a candle – as we prepare for a time of 

prayer.  (Breathe) 

 

(Song by soloist) 

The gentle pull of God 

is often lost amidst the rush 

of all the obligations which lay a claim on us. 

 

 



 

 

 

Yet just beyond the frantic pace 

our restless feet have rod 

lie deep still pools of quietness- 

the dwelling place of God. 
 

Meet me in the stillness, God, 

Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, God 

Free me to receive 
 

O take me to that secret place 

where lost in wonder and in awe, 

the moment comes and I rejoice 

to be and be with God. 
 

Meet me in the stillness, God, 

Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, God,  

Free me to receive 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY 

 

DOXOLOGY (Sung to TFWS #2036) 

 

Believe, with a hopeful heart! 

Believe, and shine your light! 

Believe, because the song we sing is sung for all! 

 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong;” 

let the poor say, “I am rich, 

Because of what our God, has done for us.”  Believe! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

CAROL OF RESISTANCE  Do You Hear What I Hear? 

This carol was written in 1962 by Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne at the height of the Cuban 

Missile Crisis.  Inspired by seeing babies pushed in strollers in New York City while the dire 

threat of nuclear war loomed, Noel wrote, “said the night wind to the little lamb” and “pray for 

peace, people everywhere”.  The “star dancing in the night with a tail as big as a kite” can be 

interpreted as the star of Bethlehem but also what a nuclear missile looks like in flight.  The 

composers said in an interview later that it was difficult to actually sing the song that year 

without crying.  Indeed, our prayers for peace continue and the need to protect the children of 

the world and secure a future for them are as dire as ever.  As the last song of our series, let us 

sing this Carol of Resistance, “a song high above the trees” with our voices “big as the sea.” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrB3Yj_GtOQ 

 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 

 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

We wait for justice but we do not wait to work for change; 

We wait for restored health but we do not wait to work to heal; 

We wait for wholeness but we do not wait to work at binding brokenness. 

We wait for peace but we do not wait to work to eliminate hatred. 

 

And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the news 

that we believe that good will prevail, 

fill the night left by sadness with light. 

Go into your lives humming the tunes that keep that goodness alive in you 

and that spur you on in your work of justice and reconciliation.  

Raise your voices and repeat after me….Do not be afraid! 

Do not be afraid!  Amen. 

 

BELL BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrB3Yj_GtOQ
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