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Second Sunday in Lent 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured 

by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the 

center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, 

advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 

 
 

“Cleansing of the Temple” by Pieter Aertsen, 16th Century 

 

 



 

 

MUSIC FOR GATHERING   Adagio by Giavonni Pergolesi 
 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Entering the Story 
 

Crossing the Threshold 
 

Soloist:  Enter, Enter the story, Enter the place you belong.  Not just looking on for this is your 

story, enter the story. 

Choir:    Enter, Enter the story, Enter the place you belong.  Not just looking on for this is your 

story, enter the story. 
 

Congregation:  Enter, Enter the passion, Enter the place we belong.  Not just looking on, 

for this is our passion, enter the passion.  (Repeat) 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray together: 

ALL:   The temple of the world can be a busy, noisy place, O God.  Too often the rule is, 

“everyone out for themselves.”  Too often we don’t stop to think about how our 

actions affect others.  Forgive us.  Turn us toward the temple of our hearts where 

you await.  You entered our story through Jesus, now help us to enter fully into  

the story of your kin-dom on earth as it is heaven.  Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN    When Christ Went to the Temple  

(Sung to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation) 

1.  When Christ went to the Temple to 

worship God one day.  He entered 

through the courtyard where anyone 

could pray.  That court was for the 

nations – and all could enter in.  But 

Jesus found a market, a shameful 

robbers’ den. 
 

2.  There, cattle, sheep and pigeons were 

sold for sacrifice, and moneychangers 

shouted of quality and price.  

Outsiders could not enter the inner 

courts for prayer.  Their only place to 

worship was in the courtyard there. 
 

3.  When prayer gave way to profit, and 

pride closed many doors, Jesus cried 

out in anger and made a whip of cords.  

He shooed the sheep and cattle and 

scattered pigeons, too.  God’s house 

was for all people – not for a chosen 

few. 
 

4.  O God, you love the nations and call us 

all to pray.  Forgive us when our 

worship turns other folk away.  As 

Christ, in loving protest, fought 

prejudice and pride, may we who 

follow Jesus now welcome all inside. 

Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864, Text: © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  CCLI2815228 

 



 

 

Assurance of Pardon and Entering the Peace of Christ 
 

Getting Perspective 
 

Telling the Story: Through a Child’s Eyes 
 

HYMN     I Love to Tell the Story      UMH #156 

I love to tell the story of unseen things 

above, Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus 

and his love.  I love to tell the story, 

because I know ‘tis true; it satisfies my 

longings as nothing else can do. 

(Refrain) I love to tell the story, ‘twill be 

my theme in glory, to tell the old, old 

story of Jesus and his love. 

 

WORDS:  Katherine Hankeyh, ca. 1868; MUSIC:  William G. Fischer, 1869; CCLI2815228 

 

Listening for the Story 
 

Psalm 69:8-16        Marcus Dickson 

The disciples are amazed, the scripture says, because they see Jesus’ zeal for the creation of 

justice in the temple that day.  It recalls to their minds the passage from the Psalms, the hymnal 

of the Temple that describes the hatred that they fear could overcome Jesus, and them, as a 

result of this moment of righteous anger. 

 

“I have become a stranger to my own brothers, an immigrant to my mother’s children. Because 

passion for your house has consumed me, the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me! 

I wept while I fasted – even for that I was insulted.  When I wore funeral clothes, people made 

fun of me.  Those who sit at the city gate muttered things about me; drunkards made up rude 

songs. 

But me?  My prayers reach you, God at just the right time.  God in your great and faithful love, 

answer me with your certain salvation!  Save me from the mud!  Don’t let me drown!  Let me 

be saved from those who hate me and from these watery depths!  Don’t let me be swept away 

by the floodwaters!  Don’t let the abyss swallow me up!  Don’t let the pit close its mouth over 

me! 

Answer me, God, for your faithful love is good! Turn to me in your great compassion.” 
 

Choir Anthem 

Roll Down Justice! By Mark Miller, (see insert) 
 

Dwelling in the Story 

DRAMATIST             Inez Torbert 
 

Choir:  Enter, Enter the story, Enter the place you belong.  Not just looking on for this is your  

story, enter the story. 
 

ALL:  Enter, enter the passion, enter the place we belong.  Not just looking on for this is  

our passion, enter the passion. 

 



 

SERMON 

The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger 
 

Zooming In 
 

The Body of Christ Prays 
 

HYMN    Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus      UMH #349 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus look full on 

his wonderful face and the things of earth 

will grown strangely dim in the light of 

his wonder and grace. 
 

WORDS:  Helen H. Lemmel, 1922; MUSIC:  Helen H. Lemmel, 1922;  

© 1922, renewed 1950 Singspiration Music, CCLI2815228 
 

 

 
 

A Time of Offering Ourselves 
 

OFFERING 

En Priere (In Prayer) by Gabriel Faure 

Laura Burger – soprano 
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Entering the World’s Story 
 

Hymn     Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ‘Round 

1.  Ain’t gonna let nobody turn me 

‘round, turn me around, turn me 

‘round.  Ain’t gonna let nobody turn 

me ‘round, I’m gonna keep on a-

walkin’, keep on a talkin’, marchin’ on 

to freedom land. 
 

 

2.  Persecution 
 

3.  Hatred 
 

4.  Jail House 
 
Words: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual, arr. by 
Lavinia L. T. Odejimi, Arr. © 2007 Abingdon Press,  

admin. by The Copyright Co. CCLI2815228  

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

POSTLUDE     Fantasia in A Minor by Sir John Stainer 
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