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May 23, 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, ethnicity, 

immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, ability, belief, or 

background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the light of 

Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City of Detroit, 

transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE:  Do not give easy or unthinking response to this day’s call to worship.  For today we ask 

God’s Spirit to fill us, that we may prophesy, and dream dreams, and see visions.  The 

call to worship today is a summons to be touched by holy fire. 

ALL:  Even now, the flames may dance above our heads, 

ONE:  Igniting our opinions on peacemaking so that they blaze into commitment. 

ALL:  Even now, the flames may be burning into our hearts, 

ONE:  Animating us, leaving us no peace as individuals until God’s justice and peace fill the 

earth as the waters fill the seas. 

ALL:  Prophets, visionaries, dreamers!  Let us all worship with courage and with hope!  

Let us worship God! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*OPENING HYMN       In the Midst of New Dimensions                   TFWS #2238 

1.  In the midst of new dimensions, in the 

face of changing ways, who will lead the 

pilgrim peoples wandering in their 

separate ways?  (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) God of rainbow, fiery pillar, 

leading where the eagles soar, we your 

people, ours the journey, now and ever, 

now and ever, now and evermore. 
 

2.  Through the flood of starving people, 

warring factions and despair, who will lift 

the olive branches?  Who will light the 

flame of care?  (Refrain) 
 

 

 

3.  As we stand a world divided by our own 

self seeking schemes, grant that we, your 

global village, might envision wider 

dreams. (Refrain) 
 

4.  We are man and we are woman, all 

persuasions, old and young, each a gift in 

your creation, each a love song to be 

sung. (Refrain) 
 

5.  Should the threats of dire predictions 

cause us to withdraw in pain, may your 

blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the 

church again. (Refrain) 
 

WORDS: Julian B. Rush; MUSIC: Julian B. Rush; ©1994 Julian B. rush; 

CCLI2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN        Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 

PENTECOST CONFESSION 

Spirit of God, 

you move around us and we wave you away 

as if you are a fly getting too close to our heads. 

You move among us, but we all have difference ideas…. 

different ways of doing things…. 

and so your perfectly chilling harmonics 

are drowned out by our chaotic dissonance. 
 

You move within us, but sometimes we just aren’t willing to risk our own reputations to 

embrace your radical vision. 

But deep down, we know that we need to move beyond ourselves…we know that the 

church needs to move beyond itself.  So keep moving…keep moving around us, among us, 

and within us, keep moving us so that we can be creators of movement in the world.  

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   

 



 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 

below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

HYMN     Every Time I Feel the Spirit                 UMH #404 

(Refrain) Every time I feel the Spirit moving 

in my heart, I will pray.  Yes, every time I 

feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will 

pray. 
 

1.  Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out 

his mouth came fire and smoke.  All 

around me looks so shine, ask my Lord if 

all was mine. (Refrain) 
 

2.  Jordan river runs right cold, chills the 

body, not the soul.  Ain’t but one train on 

this track, runs to heaven and right back. 

(Refrain) 
 

WORDS: Afro-American spiritual; MUSIC: Afro-American; adapt. And 
arr. By William Farley Smith, 1986; Adapt. and arr. ©1989 The United 

Methodist Publishing House; CCLI2815228 

 
 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE  Acts 2:1-8, 12-21    The Inclusive Bible Brandon Gleaton 

   When the day of Pentecost arrived, they all met in one room.  Suddenly they heard what 

sounded like a violent, rushing wind from heaven; the noise filled the entire house in which they 

were sitting.  Something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and 

came to rest on the head of each one.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages as she enabled them. 

   Now there were devout people living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this 

sound they all assembled.  But they were bewildered to hear their native languages being 

spoken.  They were amazed and astonished.  “Surely all of these people speaking are Galileans!   

How does it happen that each of us hears these words in our native tongue? 

   All were amazed and disturbed.  They asked each other, “What does this mean?”  But others 

said mockingly, “They’ve drunk too much new wine.” 

   Then Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd: “Women and men of Judea, and 

all you who live in Jerusalem!  Listen to what I have to say!  These people are not drunk as you 

think – it’s only nine o’clock in the morning!  No, it’s what Joel the prophet spoke of: 

“In the days to come – it is our God who speaks – I will pour out my Spirit on all humankind.  

Your daughters and sons will prophesy, and your young people will see visions, and your elders 

will dream dreams.  Even on the most insignificant of my people, both men and women, I will 

pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  And I will display wonders in the 

heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, fire and billowing smoke.  The sun will be 

turned into darkness and the moon will become blood before the coming of the great and 

sublime day of our God.  And all who call upon the name of our God will be saved.” 

 



 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE   Are You the Fire or the Extinguisher?           Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

HYMN     Pass It On      UMH #572 

1.  It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 

and soon all those around can warm up in 

its glowing.  That’s how it is with God’s 

love, once you’ve experienced it; you 

spread God’s love to everyone; you want 

to pass it on. 

 

2.  What a wondrous time is spring, when all 

the trees are budding; the birds begin to 

sing, the flowers start their blooming.  

That’s how it is with God’s love, once 

you’ve experienced it; You want to sing, 

it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it 

on. 

 

3.  I wish for you, my friend, this happiness 

that I’ve found; you can depend on God, 

it matters not where you’re bound.  I’ll 

shout it from the mountaintop; (Praise 

God!) I want the world to know, the God 

of love has come to me, I want to pass it 

on. 

 
WORDS: Kurt Kaiser, 1969; MUSIC: Kurt Kaiser, 1969; ©1969 

Communique Music, Inc.; CCLI2815227 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel  
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