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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE:  Through Moses, God said, 

ALL:  “Let my people go.” 

ONE:  In scripture, the law declares: 

ALL:  “In the seventh year, you must cancel all debts.” 

ONE:  With grace, Jesus said: 

ALL:  “Give one coat way.” 

ONE:  With honesty, Jesus taught: 

ALL:  “Sell what you have, give that money to the poor.” 

ONE:  Faith has always involved letting go, releasing, setting free, dropping our nets, giving to 

others and following. 

ALL:  So in this hour of worship, may we release that which binds us.  May we worship 

with open, untamed, and porous hearts, so that we can walk freely with God. 

ONE:  Let it be so. 

ALL:  Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN   I Surrender All       UMH# 354 

1.  All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I 

freely give; I will ever love and trust him, 

in his presence daily live. (Refrain) 

 

Refrain:  I surrender all.  I surrender all, all 

to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender 

all. 

 

2.  All to Jesus I surrender: humbly at his 

feet I bow, worldly pleasures all 

forsaken; take me, Jesus, take me now.  

(Refrain) 

 

3.  All to Jesus I surrender; make me, 

Savior, wholly thine; let me feel the Holy 

Spirit, truly know that thou art mine. 

(Refrain) 

 

4.  All to Jesus I surrender, God, I give 

myself to thee; fill me with thy love and 

power; let thy blessing fall on me. 

(Refrain) 

 

5.  All to Jesus I surrender; now I feel the 

sacred flame.  O the joy of full salvation!  

Glory, glory to God’s name! (Refrain) 
WORDS: J.W. Van Deventer, 1896; MUSIC: W.S. Weeden, 1896, CCLI 285228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN        Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 



 

 

Gracious God, 

We admit to holding tight to that which we know and understand. 

We put you in a box to avoid the shades of gray that come with faith. 

We put worship in a box to avoid the discomfort of change. 

We put ourselves in boxes labeled with gender expectations and societal norms. 

We put others in boxes labeled “worthy” and “unworthy.” 

We put all that we have in a box and pray we won’t run out. 

So in this moment, we confess to holding tight to fear; greed, and worldly structures. 

Forgive us for missing the point. 

Open our eyes to a new way – to a holiness found in open boxes, unclenched fists, shades 

of gray and holy release. 

Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Gracious God, we release our hearts to you.  First, we remove the pressure, for release requires 

the freedom to be moved. Then we allow our hearts to return to their original resting position – 

in sync with you, with the rhythm of summer cicadas, and this whole wild creation. 

Then we pray that you will find our hearts available – not just physically, but emotionally and 

spiritually.  So like the mockingbird releases her song, we release our hearts to you.   

Move in them. Stir us awake.  Speak to us now.  We are waiting.  Amen. 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON   Deuteronomy 15:1-11 The Inclusive Bible 

   At the end of every seven years you must forgive all debts.  This is how it is to be done.  

Every creditor must cancel all loans made to another Israelite.  Payment of the debt cannot be 

demanded, for God’s time of the forgiveness of debts has been proclaimed.  You may require 

repayment from a foreigner, but you must cancel any debt you owed by another Israelite.  But 

there are to be no poor among you, for in the land that God is giving to you as your inheritance, 

God will bless you richly – but only if you obey God in all things and conscientiously observe 

all the commandments that I give you this day.  For God will bless you as it was promised, and 

you will lend to many nations, but borrow from none.  You will rule over many nations but be 

ruled by none. 

   If there is anyone among you who is in need in any of the towns in the land that God is giving 

you, you must not be harsh or stingy toward your sisters and brothers who are in need.  You 

must be generous, and ready to lend to those who need help of any kind.  Have care that you do 

not harbor the base thought.  The seventh year, the year of the forgiveness of debts approaches 

and so show ill will toward your needy sisters and brothers and give them nothing.  They might 

appeal to God against you, and you would be found guilty.  Be generous to them and not with a 

grudging heart; and in return, God will bless you in all things that you undertake and in all your 

endeavors.  There will always be those among us in the world who are in need, so I require of 

you that you be always generous with the poor and needy in your land. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY   Chantel Woodard 
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

CENTERING HYMN   The Voice of God is Calling      UMH #436 

1.  The voice of God is calling its summons 

in our day; Isaiah heard in Zion, and we 

now hear God say; “Whom shall I send 

to succor my people in their need?  

Whom shall I send to loosen the bonds of 

shame and greed? 
 

2.  “I hear my people crying in slum and 

mine and mill; no field or mart is silent, 

no city street is still.  I see my people 

falling in darkness and despair, whom 

shall I send to shatter the fetters which 

they bear?” 
 

3.  We heed, O God, your summons, and 

answer; Here are we!  Send us upon your 

errand, let us your servants be.  Our 

strength is dust and ashes, our years a 

passing hour; but you can use our 

weakness to magnify your power. 
 

4.  From ease and plenty save us; from pride 

of place absolve; purge us of low desire; 

lift us to high resolve; take us and make 

us holy; teach us your will and way.  

Speak, and behold! we answer, 

command, and we obey! 

WORDS: John Haynes Holmes, 1913; MUSIC: William Lloyd, 1840,  CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                  Matthew 19:16-22                   The Inclusive Bible 

  Someone came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good must I do to possess eternal life?” 

  Jesus replied, “Why do you ask me about what is good?  There is only One who is good.  But 

if you wish to enter into Life, keep the commandments.” 

  “Which ones?” the youth asked. 

  Jesus replied, “No killing.  No committing adultery.  No stealing.  No bearing false witness.  

Honor your parents.  Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

  The youth said to Jesus, “I have kept all these.  What more do I need to do?” 

  Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect, go and sell what you own and give the money to poor 

people, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come and follow me.”  Upon hearing this 

the youth, whose possessions were many, went away sadly. 
 

ONE:   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

MESSAGE     Release             Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

VIDEO    Put Down What You are Carrying by Trevor Hall 

       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvMzebnP170 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
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