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Martin Luther King, Jr.  Sunday 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured 

by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the 

center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, 

advocating peace and justice in all we do. 
 

* indicates when to stand, if able 

Hymnal Guide: UMH - “The United Methodist Hymnal”; TFWS - “The Faith We Sing”;  

SOZ – “Songs of Zion”.  The prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. 

 Please turn off all pagers and cell phones.  Thank you.  
 

PRELUDE                            Blessed Martin, Pastor, Prophet by Carl Haywood 
 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE:  God created all the races and nations of the world and willed that we live together in 

peace and harmony. 

ALL:  We were made to be family. 

ONE:  There is strife in the human family; injustice abounds as racism, classism, sexism, 

cultural imperialism and other isms.  We are a divided people. 

ALL:  We have been called to let justice roll down like waters. 

ONE:  We must work passionately to bridge the gulf between us, overcome the injustices that 

oppress us, and restore community among us. 

ALL:  We must be determined enough to change what we can.  We must have the courage 

to accept what we cannot change.  Above all, we must be wise enough to know the 

difference.  Let us worship God. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Lift Every Voice and Sing      UMH #519 

1.  Lift every voice and sing, till earth and 

heaven ring, ring with the harmony of 

liberty; let our rejoicing rise, high as 

the listening skies, let it resound loud 

as the rolling sea.  Sing a song full of 

the faith that the dark past has taught 

us; sing a song full of the hope that the 

present has brought us; facing the 

rising sun of our new day begun, let us 

march on till victory is won. 

 

2.  Stony the road we trod, bitter the 

chastening rod, felt in the days when 

hope unborn had died; yet with a 

steady beat, have not our weary feet 

come to the place for which our fathers 

sighed?  We have come over a way 

that with tears has been watered; we 

have come, treading our path thru the 

blood of the slaughtered, out from the 

gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

where the white gleam of our bright 

star is cast. 
 

3.  God of our weary years, God of our 

silent tears, thou who hast brought us 

thus far on the way, thou who hast by 

thy might led us into the light, keep us 

forever in the path, we pray.  Lest our 

feet stray from the places, our God, 

where we met thee; lest our hearts 

drunk with the wine of the world, we 

forget thee; shadowed beneath thy 

hand, may we forever stand, true to 

our God, true to our native land. 

 
WORDS:  James Weldon Johnson, 1921, MUSIC:  J. Rosamond 

Johnson, 1921, © 1921 Edward B. Marks Music Co.; renewed, 

CCLI2815228 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 

(Children are invited to return to their families for the remainder of the service as we celebrate 

Martin Luther King, Jr. day through drumming and dancing.)      

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ANTHEM     We Are Not Alone by Pepper Choplin        Ensemble 

 

LITANY OF CELEBRATION 

ONE:  Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream.  The ideals of justice and freedom and the belief 

that all are created equal in the eyes of God are noble principles.  But they are 

meaningless unless they become the personal possession of each one of us. 

ALL:  For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent.  I will struggle with myself.  I will not rest 

until the dream of justice and freedom becomes my personal dream.  I must realize 

that I am not an innocent bystander.  I can help realize the dream by my action, or 

delay it by inaction. 

ONE:  Martin’s dream of a day when people from all races and nations, even the offspring of 

slaves and former slave owners, can sit at a table as brothers and sisters, and find ways 

of transforming their differences into assets.  That was Martin’s dream.  What is your 

dream? 

ALL:  My dream is that one day soon I will find a way to stop just celebrating the dream 

and start living it.  It must become a part of my daily life; or nothing much will 

change. 

ONE:  The dream is not about an ideal world; it is about the real world.  Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s poetic refrain, “I Have a Dream”, is a call for us to remember the real world where 

injustice abounds. 

ALL:  When I am in the shelter of my home, I must remember the homeless.  When I eat, 

I must remember the hungry.  When I feel secure, I must remember the insecure.  

When I see injustice, I must remember that it will not stop unless I stop it. 

ONE:  I have a dream! 

ALL:  I also have a dream.  I have a dream that the Holy Spirit will arouse in me that very 

flame of righteousness that caused Martin Luther King, Jr. to become a living 

sacrifice for the freedom and liberation of all of God’s Children.  Then I will be 

able to resist racial injustice everywhere I see it, even within myself. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY         Standing in the Need of Prayer by Raymond Wise          Ensemble 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

 



 

 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*CENTERING HYMN   The Summons              TFWS #2130 

1.  Will you come and follow me if I but call 

your name?  Will you go where you 

don’t know and never be the same?  Will 

you let my love be shown, will you let 

my name be known, will you let my life 

be grown in you and you in me? 

 

2.  Will you leave yourself behind if I but 

call your name?  Will you care for cruel 

and kind and never be the same?  Will 

you risk the hostile stare should your life 

attract or scare?  Will you let me answer 

prayer in you and you in me? 

 

3.  Will you let the blinded see if I but call 

your name?  Will you set the prisoners 

free and never be the same?  Will you 

kiss the leper clean, and do such as this 

unseen, and admit to what I mean in you 

and you in me? 

 

4.  Will you love the “you” you hide if I but 

call your name?  Will you quell the fear 

inside and never be the same?  Will you 

use the faith you’ve found to reshape the 

world around, through my sight and 

touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

5.  God, your summons echoes true when 

you but call my name?  Let me turn and 

follow you and never be the same.  In 

your company I’ll go where your love 

and footsteps show.  Thus I’ll move and 

live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
WORDS:  John Bell, MUSIC:  Traditional Scottish, Words © 1987 

WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, 

Inc., CCLI2815228 

 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON       Micah 6:6-8 

“What shall I bring when I come before God, and bow down before God on high?” you 

ask.  “Am I to come before God with burnt offerings?  With year-old calves?  Will God be 

placated by thousands of rams or ten thousand rivers of oil?  Should I offer my firstborn for my 

wrongdoings – the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

     Listen here, mortal:  God has already made abundantly clear what “good” is, and what 

God needs from you: simply do justice, love kindness, and humbly walk with your God. 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SOLO Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE          Nanou Djiapo Drum and Dance 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN  We Are Marching           TFWS #2235b 

1.  We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God.  

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are marching, we are marching 

Oooo, we are marching in the light of 

God. 

 

2.  We are singing in the light of God, we 

are singing in the light of God.  We are 

singing in the light of god, we are 

singing in the light of God. 

 

We are singing, we are singing Oooo, 

we are singing in the light of God.  

 

 

3.  We are dancing in the light of God, we 

are dancing in the light of God.  We 

are dancing in the light of God, we are 

dancing in the light of God. 

 

We are dancing, we are dancing, Oooo, 

we are dancing in the light of God. 

 

4.  Siya –hamb’ e-ku-kha nyen’ kwen-

khos’, siya –hamb’e-ku-kha nyen’ 

kwen-khos, Siya –hamb’ e-ku-kha 

nyen’ kwen-khos’, siya –hamb’e-ku-

kha nyen’ kwen-khos. 

 

Siya-hamba, siya-hamba, Oooo, siya-

hamb’ e-kukha-nyen-khos. 

 
WORDS:  South Africa (20th cent.), MUSIC:  South Africa (20th cent.), © 

1984 Utryck, used with permission of Walton Music Corp., CCLI2815228 

 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE    We Shall Overcome 
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Rabbi Michael Lerner  

Presents 

Revolutionary Love 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2020 

12:30 - 2:30 PM 

Swords Into Plowshares  

Peace Center and Gallery 

33 E Adams Ave 

Detroit, MI 48226 

 

AUTHOR PRESENTATION 

From the editor of Tikkun magazine comes  

a strategy for replacing the “capitalist 

globalization of selfishness” with “a 

globalization of generosity, prophetic 

empathy, and environmental sanity.” 

 

Come hear social theorist and psychotherapist 

Rabbi Michael Lerner discuss his newest 

book and strategies for building a robust 

progressive movement. 

 

 

 


