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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 
 

 



 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE:  Sometimes life takes us where we don’t expect. 

ALL:  Sometimes, God takes us where we don’t expect. 

ONE:  In worship, we gather to get in touch with God’s bigger narrative. 

ALL:  In worship, we gather to expand our hearts. 

ONE:  So let us worship the God of unending surprises. 

ALL:  Let us worship the God of love. 

 

*OPENING HYMN   O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing   UMH #57 

                                                               (Adapted Lyrics from The New Century Hymnal) 

1.  O for a thousand tongues to sing my 

great Redeemer’s praise.  The glories 

ever echoing the triumphs of God’s 

grace! 

  

2.  My gracious Savior and my God, assist 

me to proclaim, to spread through all the 

earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 

3.  Jesus! the name that calms our fears, that 

bids our sorrows cease is music in the 

sinner’s ears, is life, and health and 

peace! 

 

4.  Glory to god, and love and praise be 

ever, ever given ny all the saints in every 

age, the church in earth and heaven. 
 

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1739, MUSIC: Carl G. Glaser; arr. by Lowell 

Mason, 1839; CCLI2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Creator God, 

Being faithful has never been easy. 

You asked Noah to build a ship. 

You asked the Israelites to plant gardens and build homes while in exile. 

You asked the prophets to speak challenging truths. 

You asked the disciples to drop their nets and follow you. 

And you ask us to love bigger than society wants to. 

Being faithful has never been easy, and as a result, we often miss the mark. 

Forgive us for holding tightly to human-made plans. 

Forgive us for the times we say no to you so that we can say yes to ourselves. 

Unravel the grip we have on our agenda so that we can make room for you. 

Gratefully we pray, Amen. 



 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY  Laura Burger 
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

POETRY PRAYER        When Dreams Unravel (I Hope You Brought Your Raft) 

                                          written by Sarah Are        read by Elin Chambers 

If I can’t spend my quarantine with you, 

Then I will spend my quarantine writing love letters. 

They will sound something like this: 

 

“Dear old friend, 

It seems that this life is a river that ebbs and flows. 

And it seems we have found ourselves in the rapids – 

Choppy waters, where it’s hard to stand. 

 

So I was writing to say that I hope your brought your raft. 

And by a raft, what I really mean is 

I hope you take long walks. 

I hope you watch stand-up comedy and laugh until your sides hurt. 

I hope you call home a little more often. 

I hope you write some love letters, and perfect your grandmother’s bread recipe. 

I hope you learn something new. 

I hope you paint that wall you always wanted to, 

Or finally tighten the toilet seat screws.   

I hope you stay busy, 

But really I hope you rest. 

I hope you pray. 

And I hope your whole life feels like worship. 

 

And if the water pours into your boat, 

I hope you remember that you were baptized in this same stream, 

Which is to say – there’s nowhere that God is not. 

 

So I’ll meet you at the end of the rapids. 

Until then, keep checking your mail.” 

 



 

 

 

*CENTERING HYMN Great is Your Faithfulness        Adapted from UMH #140 

1.  Great is your faithfulness, O God, 

creator, with you no shadow of turning 

we see.  You do not change, your 

compassions they fail not; all of your 

goodness forever will be.  (Refrain) 

 

(Refrain)  Great is your faithfulness!  

Great is your faithfulness!  Morning 

by morning new mercies I see; all I 

have needed your hand has provided, 

great is your faithfulness, God unto 

me. 

 

2.  Summer and winter and spring time 

and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in 

their courses above.  Join with all 

nature in manifold witness to your 

great faithfulness, mercy and love.  

(Refrain) 

 

3.  Pardon for sin and a peace so 

enduring, your own dear presence to 

cheer and to guide, Strength for today, 

and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine with ten thousand 

beside.  (Refrain) 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON    Jeremiah 29:1-7        Inez Torbert 

     Jeremiah sent a letter from Jerusalem to Babylon to the surviving elders among the exiles, to 

the priests, the prophets, and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had deported.  This happened 

after Jehoiachin, together with the queen mother, the officials, the other leaders of Judah and 

Jerusalem, and the craftworkers and artisans departed from Jerusalem.  Jeremiah entrusted the 

letter to Elasah ben-Shaphan and to Gemariah ben-Hilkiah, whom Zedikiah ruler of Judah sent 

to Nebuchadnezzar ruler of Babylon.  The letter read: 

     “Thus says the God of Israel, to all the exiles I deported from Jerusalem to Babylon:  Build 

houses to live in.  Plant gardens and eat what they grow.  Marry and raise daughters and sons.  

Find wives for your sons and husbands for your daughter, that they may bear daughters and 

sons.  Multiply while you are there.  Do not decrease.  Rather, seek the peace and the prosperity 

of the city to which I exiled you.  Pray to God for it, for if it prospers, you will prosper.  

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE  When Dreams Unravel                   Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION   

(adapted from Great Thanksgiving Four by Heather Murray Elkins) 

ONE:  God is with us. 

ALL:  We are not alone. 

ONE:  Christ is with us. 

ALL:  The Risen one has met us, blessed and fed us on the road that leads us home. 

ONE:  The community of the Holy Spirit is with us. 

ALL:  We gather with the communion of the saints in light throughout history and with 

God’s people around the world. 
 

ONE:  With brothers and sisters absent in body but united in Spirit, we pray:  Holy One, Trinity 

of grace and power, Maker and Mother, Beloved and Lover, Father and Friend; Thanks 

be to you, O God! 

ALL:  You are ever the father who gives us bread, not stones.  You are the mother who 

never forgets we’re her own.  From the beginning of life to the closing of time, you 

are the One who is with us to the end. 

ONE:  And so, with all who breathe on earth and all who sing in heaven, we praise your name 

and join Creation’s song: singing:   

ALL:  Now that we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things 

has done in whom this world rejoices.  The one eternal God, whom earth and 

heaven adore, for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.                   (UMH #102) 
 

(Hold a glass of water in your hands) 

ONE:  Without water, there can be no life.  In creation, the Spirit of God hovered over the water 

and brought forth light.  God brought John to the Jordan River to call us to repentance.  

We were nourished in the water of the womb.  We were baptized by water and the Spirit 

into God’s family.  Water reminds us of the gifts of creation that God has so abundantly 

given us, and of the love and grace we have all received. 
 

Drink the water slowly.  Feel it flow into your body.  Know that God’s love is flowing 

into your body and soul right now. 
 

(Take a piece of bread in your hands.) 

ONE:  Christ broke bread and fed the multitudes.  Christ broke bread and formed a new 

covenant with his closest friends and with all who break bread in remembrance of him.  

Christ was made known to his disciples in the breaking of the bread.  Bread reminds us 

that, just like individual grains of wheat are gathered together to make a single loaf, we 

who are scattered are one body in Christ. 
 

Break and eat the piece of bread that you are holding.  Remember the times you have 

received bread in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Remember those who gathered 

with you.  Remember the presence of Christ in that moment.  Be assured that Christ is 

with you in every moment of your life.  Sit silently and allow Christ’s love to surround 

you. 
 

In these days of anxiety and uncertainty, may we go forth in Christ’s name into all our 

interactions, on line or otherwise, as a people of hope.  Amen. 

 



 

 

VIDEO Glory by the Detroit Youth Choir 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  
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