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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE:  Listen.  I have a story to tell. 

ALL:  A story of a God who longed for justice. 

ONE:  A story of a God who pushed back the waters to make dry land. 

ALL:  A story of a God who would not take “no” for an answer when it came to the safety 

of God’s own. 

ONE:  For God’s people were suffering.  God’s people were crying out.  God’s people were 

shackled and bound by oppression. 

ALL:  So God said to Moses, “Speak.”  “Let my people Go.” 

ONE:  And Moses spoke – over and over again.  Moses stood up for justice, 

ALL:  But over and over again, Pharaoh said no.  Power said no. 

ONE:  The path to justice is never easy, is it? 

ALL:  The path to change is never a straight line, is it? 

ONE:  So like Rosa, who sat on the bus, and Martin who had a dream, 

ALL:  Moses kept trying. 

ONE:  God kept speaking. 

ALL:  Moses kept listening. 

ONE:  Hope kept breathing.  And when power tried to unravel justice, 

ALL:  The people kept dreaming. 

ONE:  God longed for justice.  God still longs for justice. 

ALL:  So let us worship God – for human injustice will never be strong enough to unravel 

God’s dream that all might be free, and all might know love.  Let us worship a holy 

God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN     Go Down, Moses     UMH #448 

1.  When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my 

people go; oppressed so hard they could 

not stand, let my people go.  (Refrain) 

 

(Refrain) Go down, Moses, way down in 

Egypt’s land; tell old Pharaoh to let my 

people go! 

 

2.  “Thus said the Lord,” bold Moses said, 

let my people go; “If not, I’ll smite your 

firstborn dead,” let my people go. 

(Refrain) 

 

3.  No more shall they in bondage toil, let 

my people go; let them come out with 

Egypt’s spoil, let me people go. (Refrain) 

 

4.  We need not always weep and mourn, let 

my people go; and wear those slavery 

chains forlorn, let my people go. 

(Refrain)  

 
WORDS: Afro-American spiritual; MUSIC: Afro-American spiritual; 

adapt. and arr. by William Farley Smith 1986;  
Adapt. and arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, 

CCLI2815228 



 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ONE:  God, you have asked us to be like Moses – Standing up for your people, standing up for 

justice. 

ALL:  But too often we are like Pharaoh – Holding onto power, or holding onto privilege. 

ONE:  God, you ask us to be like Aaron – Who stood by his brother to unravel systems of 

oppression. 

ALL:  But too often we align with Pharaoh – Saying “no” to change and unraveling your 

vision for justice and peace. 

ONE:  Forgive us for all the ways we stand on the wrong side of history.   

ALL:  Forgive us for the harm we do to your planet, and for the harm we do to your 

children. 

ONE:  Help us to be like Moses. 

ALL:  Forgive us when we’re like Pharaoh.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY  Brandon Spencer 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

POETRY PRAYER     When Humans Unravel: God’s Plans for Justice   written by Sarah Are 

Oh, we’ve done it again. 

Another man lost is life due to the color of his skin. 

Another man lost his life due to the racism woven deep within 

Our nation’s bones. 

 

And I cannot help but imagine God 

Lying on the ground, 

Forehead to forehead with George Floyd, 

Weeping, 

Offering CPR, 

Breathing air into empty lungs – 

Because it wasn’t supposed to be like this. 



 

 

The world wasn’t supposed to be like this. 

George was supposed to see this daughter again. 

Black lives were supposed to be treasured, reflection of the creator. 

Systemic poverty and a corrupt justice system was not part of God’s plan. 

 

Oh, we have done it again. 

And by we, I mean me, because change must start here. 

So everyday I will pray: 

God make my heart soft. 

Make my body strong, so I can march for justice. 

Make my mind open, so I can learn a new way. 

Make my eyes clear, to see the perspective of others. 

I don’t want to be like Pharoah. 

God, make my heart soft. 

 

*CENTERING HYMN   Oh, Freedom             TFWS #2194 

1.  Oh, freedom, Oh freedom, Oh freedom 

over me and before I’d be a slave I’d be 

buried in my grave and go home to my 

Lord and be free. 

 

2.  No more weepin’, no more weepin’ no 

more weepin’ over me.  And before I’d 

be a slave I’d be buried in my grave and 

go home to my Lord and be free. 

 

3.  Oh, freedom, Oh freedom, Oh freedom 

over me and before I’d be a slave I’d be 

buried in my grave and go home to my 

Lord and be free. 

 
WORDS: African American spiritual; MUSIC: African American 

spiritual; arr. by John Bell;  
Arr. © 1996 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA 

Publications, Inc.   

CCLI 2815228 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 

 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON    Exodus 5:1-2; 7:8-23                   

      After this, Aaron and Moses went to Pharaoh and said, “These are the words of the God of 

Israel: ‘Let my people go, for they wish to observe a pilgrimage festival in the wilderness.’” 

Pharaoh asked, “Who is this god of yours, and why should I listen to any demand to let Israel 

go free?  I do not know this god, and I will not let Israel go.” 

     God said to Aaron and Moses, “If Pharaoh says to you, ‘Show me a miracle’, then you, 

Moses, are to tell Aaron to throw his staff at Pharaoh’s feet and let it turn into a serpent.’” 

     Aaron and Moses went to the ruler and did as God had told them.  Aaron threw down the 

staff before Pharaoh and the court officials, and it turned into a serpent. 

     Then Pharaoh summoned the magicians and the sorcerers.  The Egyptian magicians and 

sorcerers did the same thing through their sorcery.  Each one threw down a staff and it turned 

into a serpent.  But Aaron’s serpent swallowed all the others.  Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 

however, and the ruler refused to listen to them, as God had foretold 

     Then God said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is heavy and stubborn, and he refuses to release 

my people.  In the morning, go to the bank of the Nile, when he comes down to the water to 

bathe.  Have with you the staff you turned into a serpent. 



 

 

     “Tell him, ‘The God of the Hebrews sent me to say to you:  Let my people go, so that they 

may worship me in the wilderness!  Until now you have refused.  So now God says to you:  By 

this you will know that I am God – with this staff I will strike the water of the Nile and it will 

turn into blood!  The fish in the river will die, the water will stink, and it will not be fit for 

drinking.” 

     Then God said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch your hand over the waters 

of Egypt – over its rivers, over its streams, over its canals, ponds and cisterns – and they will 

turn into blood.  Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in wooden vats and stone jars.’” 

     Aaron and Moses did as God told them.  In the presence of Pharaoh and all the officials, 

Aaron raised the staff and struck the water.  The entire river turned into blood.  The fish in the 

Nile died, and the river stunk so badly that the people could not drink it.  Everything in Egypt 

was bloody. 

     But the Egyptian sorcerers and magicians did the same thing with their secret arts.  So 

Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he refused to listen to Aaron and Moses, just as God 

had foretold.  The ruler went back into the royal residence and took none of this seriously.  All 

the Egyptians had to dig for drinking water along the banks of the Nile, for they could not drink 

the river water. 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE        When Humans Unravel God’s Plans for Justice      Anika Kafi-Summers 

 

VIDEO  Happy by Pharrell, (official video with lyrics) 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
*BENEDICTION  

 

Central United Methodist Church 
23 East Adams, Detroit, Michigan 48226 ~ 313.965.5422 

www.centralumchurchdetroit.org 

 

Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Edwin Rowe, Pastor Emeritus 

Anne Hillman, Ph.D. Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries 

Daniel Dillingham, Minister of Music  

Nina Scott, Ensemble Director 

Bobbi Thompson, Accompanist & Soloist 

Debra Cox, Office Administrator 

Andrew Cox, Building Superintendent 

Yvette Meadows and Angela Bakeley, Receptionists 


