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February 17, 2019 
 

Black History Month 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 Please silence cell phones. 

 

PRELUDE      Jacob’s Ladder          Handbell Choir 
The prelude is a time for quiet prayer and meditation. 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast  

down, but not destroyed. 

ALL: Our history tells the story of a people whose faith in God, hope in the future, and 

love for one another sustained us through every generation. 

ONE: As You gave our ancestors strength to fight, give us power to break the chains of  

mass incarceration, poverty, violence and the sins that so easily beset us. 

ALL: As we gather to worship, we remember the sacrifices and faith of our ancestors. 

Guide our feet, focus our minds, and sustain our hearts as we serve this  

present age. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Marching to Zion        UMH #733 

(Lyrics adapted by The New Century Hymnal) 

1. Come, we who love God’s name, and let 

our joys be known; together God’s great 

love proclaim, together God’s great love 

proclaim, and thus surround the throne, 

and thus surround the throne. (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) We’re marching to Zion, 

beautiful, beautiful Zion; we’re 

marching onward to Zion, the beautiful 

city of God. 
 

2. Let those refuse to sing who never knew 

our God; but we our thanks and praise 

will bring, but we our thanks and praise 

will bring, for love so deep and broad, 

for love so deep and broad. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

3. God’s grace on earth is found, the seeds 

of glory sown; celestial fruits on earthy 

ground, celestial fruits on earthly ground 

from faith and hope have grown, from 

faith and hope have grown. (Refrain) 
 

4. The hill of Zion yields a thousand sacred 

sweets before we reach the heavenly 

fields, before we reach the heavenly 

fields, or walk the golden streets, or walk 

the golden streets. (Refrain) 
 

5. Then let our songs abound and every 

tear be dry; we’re traveling through 

Emmanuel’s ground, we’re traveling 

through Emmanuel’s ground, to greater 

worlds on high, to greater worlds on 

high. (Refrain) 
 

WORDS:  Isaac Watts, 1707; refrain by Robert Lowry, 1867,  

MUSIC:  Robert Lowry, 1867, The New Century Hymnal 

Copyright ©1995 The Pilgrim Press Published 1995, All rights reserved 
CCLI 2815228 

ACTS OF SHARING 
GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MIGRATION STORY             Nina Scott 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                                     Rebecca Wilson 
 

POEM                          One Way Ticket by Langston Hughes 

I pick up my life 

And take it with me 

And I put it down in 

Chicago, Detroit, 

Buffalo, Scranton, 

Any place that is North and East – 

And not Dixie. 
 

I pick up my life 

And take it on the train 

To Los Angeles, Bakersfield, 

Seattle, Oakland, Salt Lake, 

Any place that is North and West – 

and not South. 

I am fed up 

With Jim Crow laws, 

People who are cruel 

and afraid, 

Who lynch and run, 

Who are scared of me 

and me of them. 
 

I pick up my life 

and take it away 

On a one-way ticket – 

Gone up North, 

Gone out West, 

Gone! 



 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING      
 

OFFERTORY                                              
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

PRAYER SONG    Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. 

        Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Oh, Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                                        Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
*CENTERING MUSIC             Blest Are They                                     TFWS #2155 

1. Blest are they, the poor in spirit; theirs 

is the kingdom of God. Blest are they, 

full of sorrow; they shall be consoled.  

(Refrain) 
 

(Refrain)  Rejoice and be glad!  Blessed 

are you, holy are you. Rejoice and be 

glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God! 
 

2. Blest are they, the lowly ones; they shall 

inherit the earth. Blessed are they who 

hunger and thirst; they shall have their 

fill. (Refrain) 

 

 

3. Blest are they who show mercy; mercy 

shall be theirs. Blest are they, the pure 

of heart; they shall see God! (Refrain) 
 

4. Blest are they who seek peace; they are 

the children of God. Blest are they who 

suffer in faith; the glory of God is 

theirs.  (Refrain) 
 

5. Blest are you who suffer hate, all 

because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 

yours is the kingdom.  Shine for all to 

see.  (Refrain) 
 

WORDS: David Haas 

MUSIC: David Haas 
© 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. CCLI 2815228 

 

*GOSPEL READING                      Luke 6:17-26 

Jesus came down from the mountains with them and stood on a large area of level ground.  A 

great company of his disciples and a huge crowd of people from all around Judea and Jerusalem 

and the area around Tyre and Sidon joined them there.  They came to hear him and to be healed 

from their diseases, and those bothered by unclean spirits were healed.  The whole crowd 

wanted to touch him, because power was going out from him and he was healing everyone. 

Jesus raised his eyes to his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, because God’s 

kin-dom is yours. Blessed are you who hunger now, because you will be satisfied. Blessed are 

you who weep now; because you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, reject you, 

insult you, and condemn your name as evil because of the Human One. Rejoice when that 

happens!  Leap for joy because you have a great reward in heaven.  Their ancestors did the 

same things to the prophets. But how terrible for you who are rich, because you have already 

received your comfort. How terrible for you who have plenty now, because you will be hungry. 

How terrible for you who laugh now, because you will mourn and weep. How terrible for you 

when all speak well of you.  Their ancestors did the same things to the false prophets. 

ONE: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 



 

 
SOLO                                                                                                                   Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE    Post-It Notes and Blessings                Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN         Guide My Feet                                             TFWS #2208 

1. Guide my feet while I run this race.  

Guide my feet while I run this race.  

Guide my feet while I run this race, for 

I don’t want to run this race in vain! 

 

 
 

2. Hold my hand….. 

3. Stand by me…… 

6. Guide my feet… 
 

Words:  African American spiritual 

MUSIC:  African American spiritual; harm. by Wendell Whalum 
Harm. © Estate of Wendell Whalum 

CCLI 2815228 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

*CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION 

                                                Lead Me, Guide Me by Doris Akers 
 

Lead me, guide me along the way, 

For if you lead me I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

POSTLUDE                                       We Shall Overcome 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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