
 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 
 

September 15, 2019 

14th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United  Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

INTROIT   The Lord is Blessing Me by Nolan Williams    Bobbi Thompson 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Written by the Presbyterian Church in Canada) 

ONE:  God calls to the lost, the least, and all who long for home; 

ALL:  God calls when we wander from the path chosen for us and waste the gifts we have 

been given. 

ONE:  God calls and welcomes us back to worship this day; 

ALL:  let us celebrate and rejoice in God’s presence forever; let us worship God together. 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN               O Day of God, Draw Nigh  UMH #730 

1.  O day of God, draw nigh in beauty and 

in power; come with thy timeless 

judgment now to match our present 

hour. 
 

2.  Bring to our troubled minds, uncertain 

and afraid, the quiet of a steadfast 

faith, calm of a call obeyed. 
 

3.  Bring justice to our land, that all may 

dwell secure, and finely build for days 

to come foundations that endure. 

4.  Bring to our world of strife thy 

sovereign word of peace, that war may 

haunt the earth no more, and 

desolation cease. 
 

5.  O day of God, draw nigh as at 

creation’s birth; let there be light 

again, and set thy judgements on the 

earth. 
 

WORDS: R. B. Y. Scott, 1937, MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551;  

arr. by William Crotch, 1836, CCLI 2815228 

 



 

 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (By Ann Siddall) 

Though we have known hardship and pain, though life has not always turned out as we 

had hoped, we will stand here and say:   

God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Though life becomes more complex, the deepest questions remain unanswered, and the 

mystery of faith deepens, we will say:   

God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

And though the pain of the world often seems more than we can bear or address, we will 

stand firm in our faith and say:   

God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY  Spiritual’s Medley by J. Harriston       Ensemble 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION        

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE             Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. 

 

*CENTERING HYMN   It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord      UMH #352 

1. “It’s me (it’s me), it’s me, O Lord, 

standing in the need of prayer.  Not my 

brother, not by sister, but it’s me, O 

Lord, standing in the need of prayer.  

Not my brother, not my sister, but it’s 

me, O Lord, standing in the need of 

prayer. 

2.  Not the preacher, not the deacon 

 

3. Not my father, not my mother 

 
WORDS: Afro-American spiritual, Music: Afro-American spiritual; 
arr. BY William Farley Smith, 1986,  

Arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, CCLI 2815228 

 

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON            Luke 15:1-10                 The Common English Bible 

     All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The Pharisees 

and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 

Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred sheep and lost one 

of them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for the lost one until 

he finds it? And when he finds it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders. When he arrives 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because 

I’ve found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who changes both heart and life than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no 

need to change their hearts and lives. 
 

“Or what woman, if she owns ten silver coins and loses one of them, won’t light a lamp and 

sweep the house, searching her home carefully until she finds it? When she finds it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost 

coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, joy breaks out in the presence of God’s angels over one 

sinner who changes both heart and life.” 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

ANTHEM    Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, by Robert Ray       Ensemble 

 

MESSAGE           Lost and Found                    Deaconess Anne Hillman, Ph.D. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                     As a Fire is Meant for Burning                           TFWS #2237 

1.  As a fire is meant for burning with a 

bright and warming flame, so the 

church is meant for mission, giving 

glory to God’s name.  Not to preach 

our creeds or customs, but to build a 

bridge of care, we join hands across 

the nations, finding neighbors 

everywhere. 

 

2.  We are learners; we are teachers; we 

are pilgrims on the way.  We are 

seekers; we are givers; we are vessels 

made of clay.  By our gentle, loving 

actions we would show that Christ is 

light.  In a humble, listening Spirit we 

would live to God’s delight. 

 

3.  As a green bud in the springtime is a 

sign of life renewed, so may we be 

signs of oneness ‘mid earth’s peoples, 

many hued.  As a rainbow lights the 

heavens when a storm is past and 

gone, may our lives reflect the 

radiance of God’s new and glorious 

dawn. 

 
WORDS: Ruth Duck, MUSIC: From The Sacred Harp, 1844, © 1992 
GIA Publications, Inc., CCLI 2815228 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION   

 

POSTLUDE    Total Praise by Richard Smallwood 
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