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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

 



 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

ONE:  God of mystery, you called Ananias by name, and he responded, 

ALL:  “Here I am.” 

ONE:  You called Paul to the work of your Church, and he responded 

ALL:  By giving his life to your Word. 

ONE:  Similarly, you call us into community and faith, 

ALL:  So we respond with love and time, energy and hope.  We respond with worship. 

ONE:  Let us worship the God of transformation and grace. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus           TFWS #2129 

1.  I have decided to follow Jesus, I have 

decided to follow Jesus, I have decided 

to follow Jesus, no turning back, no 

turning back. 
 

2.  The world behind me, the cross before 

me the world behind me, the cross before 

me the world behind me, the cross before 

me, no turning back, no turning back 
 

3.  Though none go with me, still I will 

follow though none go with me, still I 

will follow though none go with me, still 

I will follow no turning back, no turning 

back 
 

WORDS:  Anon.; MUSIC:  Anon., CCLI 2815228 
 

 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

ONE:  God of new life, what would we give to have you appear with a flash of light and a clear 

voice like you did for Saul? 

ALL:  Maybe then, our doubts would disappear.   

ONE:  Maybe then, we would live as you called us to live. 

ALL:  However, when our lives depend on faith, we forget your surprising grace.  Instead, 

we draw lines around enemies and friends, who’s in and who’s out.  We see the 

“other,” faster than we see our “neighbor,” and refuse second chances. 

ONE:  Pull the scales from our eyes. 

ALL:  Help us see as you see.  Help us live as you live and forgive us when we fail to.  

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY  Marc Anderson 

 



 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

POETRY PRAYER  Discovering a New Path//Zoom Calls                 Bridget Cabrera 

written by Sarah Are 

My family has a standing Zoom call now, Thursday evenings at 7 pm. 

We’ve never done that before – have a standing call, 

a rhythm to finding each other in the midst of this life. 

It was always, “Catch you when I can.” 

I guess that’s one small gift of living in these uncertain times. 

You appreciate life a little more. 
 

So now that I am appreciating, kiss him again before leaving the house. 

And I buy the organic eggs, because those farmers deserve my vote. 

And on Thursday night at 7 pm, my family will find each other again, because life should not be 

lived in “Catch you when I can” goodbyes. 

This is my new path. 
 

*CENTERING HYMN   Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying         TFWS #2193 
 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to your children praying, 

send us love, send us power, send us grace (x2) 
 

WORDS:  Ken Medema; MUSIC:  Ken Medema; ©1973 Hope Publishing Co.; CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE LESSON   Acts 9:1-20            Helen Monroe 

Meanwhile, Saul continued to breathe murderous threats against the disciples of Jesus.  

He had gone up to the high priest and asked for letters, addressed to the synagogues in 

Damascus, 

that would authorize him to arrest and take to Jerusalem any followers of the Way that he could 

find, both women and men. 

As he traveled along and was approaching Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly 

flashed about him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?” 

“Who are you?” Saul asked. 

The voice answered, “I am Jesus, and you are persecuting me.  Get up now and go into 

the city, where you will be told what to do.”  Those traveling with him were speechless.  They 

heard the voice but could see no one. 

Saul got up from the ground unable to see, even though his eyes were open.  They had to 

take him by the hand and lead him into Damascus.  For three days he continued to be blind, 

during which time he ate and drank nothing. 



 

 

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.  Christ appeared to him in a vision, 

saying, “Ananias.” 

“Ananias said, “Here I am”. 

Then Christ said to him, “Go at once to Straight Street, and at the house of Judah ask for 

a certain Saul of Tarsus.  He is there praying.  Saul had a vision that a man named Ananias will 

come and lay hands on him so that he would recover his sight.” 

But Ananias protested.  “I have heard from many sources about Saul and all the harm he 

has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.  He is here now with authorization from the chief 

priests to arrest everybody who calls on your name.” 

Christ said to Ananias, “Go anyway.  Saul is the instrument I have chosen to bring my 

Name to Gentiles, to rulers and to the people of Israel.  I myself will show him how much he 

will have to suffer for my name.” 

With that Ananias left.  When he entered the house, he laid his hands on Saul, saying, 

“Saul, my brother.  I have been sent by Jesus Christ, who appeared to you on the way here, to 

help you recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained his sight.  He 

got up and was baptized, and his strength returned after he had eaten some food. 
 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE     Discovering a New Path         Rev. Alex Plum 
 

CLOSING HYMN “New Beginning” Tracy Chapman 
 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  
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