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Third Sunday After the Epiphany 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured 

by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the 

center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, 

advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 
* indicates when to stand, if able 

Hymnal Guide: UMH - “The United Methodist Hymnal”; TFWS - “The Faith We Sing”;  

SOZ – “Songs of Zion”.  The prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. 

 Please turn off all pagers and cell phones.  Thank you.  
 

PRELUDE     Benedictus by Eric Thiman 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP             

ONE:  Jesus calls us to praise and prayer, to song and silence; 

ALL:  Jesus calls us to worship. 

ONE:  Jesus calls us to hearing and healing, to service and solidarity; 

ALL:  Jesus calls us to love. 

ONE:  Jesus calls us to advocacy and action, to protest and provision; 

ALL:  Jesus calls us to justice. 

ONE:  Let us heed the call of Christ. 

ALL:  Let us worship together with joy. 

 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore           UMH #344 

1.  Lord, you have come to the lakeshore, 

looking neither for wealthy nor wise 

ones; you only asked me to follow 

humbly. (Refrain) 

 

(Refrain) O Lord, with your eyes you have 

searched me and while smiling have 

spoken my name; now my boat’s left 

on the shoreline behind me; by your 

side I will seek other seas. 

 

2.  You know so well my possessions; my 

boat carries no gold or no weapons; 

you will find there my nets and labor. 

(Refrain) 

 

3.  You need my hands, full of caring 

through my labors to give others rest, 

and constant love that keeps on loving.  

(Refrain) 

 

4.  You, who have fished other oceans, 

ever longed for by souls who are 

waiting, my loving friend, as thus you 

call me. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS: Cesareo Gabarain; trans. by Gertrude C. Suppe, George Lockwood, and Raquel Gutierrez-Achon, 1987;  

MUSIC: Cesareo Gabarain; harm. by Skinner Chavez-Melo, 1987; © 1979 Ediciones Paulinas; trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; 

 harm. © 1987 Skinner Chavez-Melo; CCLI 2815228 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

PRAYER (By Walter Brueggemann) 

You are the God who makes extravagant promises. 

We relish your great promises of fidelity and presence and solidarity, and we exude in 

them. Only to find out, always too late, that your promise always comes in the midst of a 

hard, deep call to obedience. 
 

You are the God who calls people like us, and the long list of mothers and fathers before 

us, who trusted the promise enough to keep the call. 
 

So we give you thanks that you are a calling God, who calls always to dangerous new 

places.  We pray enough of your grace and mercy among us that we may be among those 

who believe your promises enough to respond to your call. 
 

We pray in the one who embodied your promise and enacted your call, even Jesus. Amen. 



 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

OFFERTORY       How Can I Keep From Singing Arr. Andy Beck        Chancel Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 

ONE:  Eternal God, you are the maker of us all, and we are your creation, people formed in 

your image, as individuals, as community; formed and fed and furnished with 

understanding of who you are and of who and whose we are.  We worship you today in 

recognition of your calling, of your communicating, of your caring to invite us to share 

in your creative and healing work.  We are here, to ever respond to you and your 

invitation to your grace. 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:  God of all our moments, of our days and our nights, you speak and you act in the world 

around us, not only to call all people to you, but also to direct and guide us in the way of 

healing and wholeness.  Awaken us, to hear what you would say to us.  Help us to open 

our ears, our eyes, and our hearts to your presence.  Help us to know when it is your 

voice we are hearing and when it is our prejudices and desires to which we are paying 

heed… 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:  God, we pray that your church may rise up with renewed commitment in answer to your 

call, that your people may be instruments of your grace and love. 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:  We pray for those who consider themselves inadequate and dismiss or avoid your calling 

in their lives.  Give them a new vision, a vision in which you are their strength and their 

hope… 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:  We pray for those who, in answering your call, must leave the known for the unknown, 

the oasis for the desert, the comfortable for the uncertain.  Grant them courage and 

steadfast faith…. 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:  We pray, too, today, for those in want and need – for those of us and of the larger 

community who suffer in body or in soul.  We lift up these names…. 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer… 

ONE:   Loving God, bless us all with an abundant faith, a fruitful ministry, a joyful life. Bless 

us and all those who gather together the work of Jesus, who came to heal, save and 

deliver us all.  Amen. 

 

LITANY OF THE CALLED                                                        (Written by Roddy Hamilton) 

                                                           Chantel Woodard, Jim Bull, Arthur Park, Karen Fitzpatrick 

        

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*CENTERING HYMN       Would I Have Answered When You Called?    TFWS #2137 

1.  Would I have answered when you 

called, “Come, follow, follow me!”?  

Would I at once have left behind both 

work and family?  Or would the old, 

familiar round have held me by its 

claim and kept the spark within my 

heart from bursting into flame? 
 

2.  Would I have followed where you led 

through ancient Galilee, on roads 

unknown, beyond security?  Or would 

I soon have hurried back where home 

and comfort drew, here truth you 

taught would not disturb the ordered 

world I knew? 
 

3.  Would I have matched by step with 

yours when crowds cried, “Crucify!” 

when on a rocky hill I saw a cross 

against the sky?  Or would I too have 

slipped away and left you there alone, 

a dying king with crown of thorns 

upon a terrible throne? 
 

4.  O Christ, I cannot search my heart 

through all its tangled ways, nor can I 

with a certain mind my steadfastness 

appraise.  I only pray that when you 

call, “Come, follow, follow me!” you’ll 

give me strength beyond my own to 

follow faithfully.

WORDS: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.  MUSIC: Trad. English melody; Words © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.; CCLI 2815228 

 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON     Matthew 4:12-23 

Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and 

settled in Capernaum, which lies alongside the sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali.  This 

fulfilled what Isaiah the prophet said: 

Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

alongside the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 

The people who lived in the dark have seen a great light, 

and a light has come upon those who lived in the region and in shadow of death. 

     From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and lives!  Here comes the 

kindom of heaven!” 

     As Jesus walked alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew, throwing fishing nets into the sea, because they were fishermen.  “Come, follow 

me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to fish for people.”  Right away, they left their nets and 

followed him.  Continuing on, he saw another set of brothers, James, the son of Zebedee and his 

brother John.  They were in a boat with Zebedee their father repairing their nets.  Jesus called 

them and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

     Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues.  He announced the good 

news of the kindom and healed every disease and sickness among the people. 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SOLO Bobbi Thompson 
 

MESSAGE What’s Your Calling?                     Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 



 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN                        We Are Called                                        TFWS #2172 

1.  Come! Live in the light!  Shine with 

the joy and the love of our God!  We 

are called to be light for the kindom, to 

live in the freedom of the city of God!  

(Refrain) 

 

(Refrain) We are called to act with 

justice, we are called to love tenderly, 

we are called to serve one another, to 

walk humbly with God. 

 

2.  Come!  Open your heart!  Show your 

mercy to all those in fear!  We are 

called to be hope for the hopeless so all 

hatred and blindness will be no more!  

(Refrain) 

 

3.  Sing!  Sing a new song!  Sing of that 

great day when all will be one!  God 

will reign, and we’ll walk with each 

other as sisters and brothers united in 

love!  (Refrain) 
 

WORDS:  David Haas; MUSIC:  David Haas; © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc.  CCLI2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                    

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION   Go Now in Peace by Natalie Sleeth 

 

POSTLUDE    Carillon by Gordon Young 
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