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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  
Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, ethnicity, 
immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, ability, belief, or 
background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the light of 
Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City of Detroit, 
transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 
Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 
PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 
 
INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 
 

 



 

 
ACTS OF PRAISE 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
ONE:  We are the people of God. 
ALL:  Together we are a family. 
ONE:  I am married and single and in a covenant relationship. We are the people of God. 
ALL:  Together we are a family. 
ONE:  I was married, and in a holy union and never married, and married twice, and widowed.  

We are the people of God.  
ALL:  Together we are family. 
ONE:  I am older, and younger, and in between, facing my first serious relationship, knowing the 

joy of love, enduring betrayal, tasting the grief of a dying partner.  We are the people of 
God. 

ALL:  Together we are family. 
ONE:  I am an only child and have ten siblings and have raised two children and no children.  

We are the people of God. 
ALL:  Together we are family.  
ONE:  I am part of a family, the human family, the family of faith, my family of origin, the 

family of my choosing.  We are the people of God. 
ALL:  Together we are family.  Let us worship God together. 
 
*OPENING HYMN    O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                   adapted from UMH #57 
1.  O for a thousand tongues to sing my great 

Redeemer’s praise, the glories ever 
echoing the triumphs of God’s grace. 

 
2.  My gracious Savior and my God, assist 

me to proclaim, to spread through all the 
earth abroad the honors of your name. 

 

3.  Jesus! the name that calms our fears, that 
bids our sorrows cease is music in the 
sinner’s ears, is life, and health and 
peace! 

 
4.  Glory to God, and love and praise be 

ever, ever given by all the saints in every 
age, the church in earth and heaven. 

 
ACTS OF SHARING 

 
GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TIME FOR CHILDREN        Deaconess Anne Hillman 
 
 



 

 
LITANY 
ONE:  God, you have shown us your ways of compassion and justice,  

Forgive us for being so caught up in our own lives, 
Forgive us for not having eyes to see and closing them when we don’t want to see. 
Forgive us for not having ears to hear and covering them when we don’t want to hear. 
Forgive us for not knowing you, seeking you and following you. 

ALL:  Revive your church.  Renew us and remake us in your image. 
Revive your church.  Renew us so that we may point others to a new heaven and a 
new earth. 

 

ONE:  Jesus, you modeled sacrifice and love for neighbor. 
Deliver us from our anemic and self-focused faith practices. 
Deliver us from narcissism in our worship practices that center on us and not others. 
Deliver us from fear that keeps us from taking risks in order to serve our neighbor.  
Deliver us from apathy in our own hearts toward those at the margins. 

ALL:  Revive your church.  Renew us and remake us in your image. 
Revive your church.  Renew us so that we may point others to a new heaven and a 
new earth. 
 

ONE:  Holy Spirit, you promise to root, strengthen and guide us. 
Fill us with courage to speak out and speak up when we feel weak. 
Fill us with assurance that you are working in ways we can’t always see. 
Fill us with power to act and love and be the church you are making us to be. 
Fill us with the wisdom of a gentle dove, and a shrewd serpent that we may be effective. 

ALL:  Revive your church.  Renew us and remake us in your image.   
Revive your church.  Renew us so that we may point others to a new heaven and a 
new earth. 
 

ONE:  Jesus, you promised that you are coming back in your fullness to restore and renew. 
Help us to be made new now and at your full return. 
Help us to confess together, repent together and hope together for the church. 
Help us to live into the reality that we serve a God who will make wrong things right. 
Help us point to the coming kin-dom with our actions and lives. 

ALL:  Revive your church.  Renew us and remake us in your image.  Revive your church.  
Renew us so that we may point others to a new heaven and a new earth.  Amen. 

From “Rally – Communal Prayers for Lovers of Jesus and Justice” 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  Chantel Woodard 
 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 



 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

HYMN      The Summons     TFWS #2130 
1.  Will you come and follow me if I but call 

your name?  Will you go where you don’t 
know and never be the same?  Will you 
let my love be shown, will you let my 
name be known, will you let my life be 
grown in you and you in me? 

 

2.  Will you leave yourself behind if I but 
call your name?  Will you care for cruel 
and kind and never be the same?  Will 
you risk the hostile stare should your life 
attract or scare?  Will you let me answer 
prayer in you and you in me? 

 

3.  Will you let the blinded see if I but call 
your name?  Will you set the prisoners 
free and never be the same?  Will you 
kiss the leper clean, and do such as this 
unseen, and admit to what I mean in you 
and you in me? 

 

4.  Will you love the “you” you hide if I but 
call your name?  Will you quell the fear 
inside and never be the same?  Will you 
use the faith you’ve found to reshape the 
world around, through my sight and touch 
and sound in you and you in me? 

 

5.  God, your summons echoes true when 
you but call my name.  Let me turn and 
follow you and never be the same.  In 
your company I’ll go where your love 
and footsteps show.  Thus I’ll move and 
live and grow in you and you in me.  

 
WORDS: John Bell; MUSIC: Traditional Scottish; Words ©1987 WGRG The 
Iona Community (Scotland), admin. By GIA Publications, Inc.; CCLI2815228 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  Acts 10: 44-48 Common English Bible,  Rachel Cartwright 
   While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone who heard the word.  The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles.  They heard them speaking in other languages and 
praising God.  Peter asked, “These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.  Surely 
no one can stop them from being baptized with water, can they?”  He directed that they be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they invited Peter to stay for several days. 
ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE      What If?            Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 
VIDEO     A Million Dreams    by Pink with the Ndlovu Youth Choir 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2_-8HNSdRE 
 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2_-8HNSdRE

