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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 
 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

WELCOME 
 

CROSSING THE THRESHOLD 

The “great light” prophesied by Isaiah in today’s text is echoed in the first strains of John’s 

Gospel good news:  the light that brings peace – that saves the people from all that would 

extinguish it – has been there from the beginning.  The Word is made flesh and dwells among 

us.  This reign is now….will we believe it?  Will we continue to put flesh on it, embodying the 

peace meant for all humanity. 
 

THRESHOLD MUSIC  Chantel Woodard 

(Solo) I believe in the light, I believe in the light, that has come, that has come and is coming.   

I believe in the light, I believe in the light, that has come, that has come and is coming.. 
 

ONE:  We see the star rising. 

ALL:  We see the star rising. 

ONE:  We hear the glad tidings. 

ALL:  We hear the glad tidings. 

ONE:  We know we are not alone. 

ALL:  We know we are not alone. 

 

PRAYER: 

ONE:  Holy One, we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of peace on earth.  Even 

in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle – even when we aren’t sure that goodwill 

among us can be found, ignite the flame of peace within us. 

ALL:  That we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. 

 

(Congregation joins soloist in unison) 

I believe in the light, I believe in the light that has come…that has come…and is 

coming. 

ONE:  Help us face the pain of life and embrace the assurance that light is already here, and 

always coming. 

ALL:  Amen. 

ONE:  You are invited to light your Advent 4 candle of peace at this time. 

 

 

 



 

 

OPENING HYMN    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel              adapted from UMH #211 

1.  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and 

ransom captive Israel that mourns in 

lonely exile here, until the Child of 

God appear.  (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

2.  O come, O Wisdom from on high, and 

order all things far and nigh; to us the 

path of knowledge show and help us in 

that way to go. (Refrain) 
 

3.  O come, O come, O Adonai, who came 

to all on Sinai high.  And from its peak 

a single law proclaimed in majesty and 

awe. (Refrain) 
 

4.  O Come, O shoot of Jesse, free your 

own from Satan’s tyranny.  From 

depths. of hell your people save and 

give them victory o’er the grave. 

(Refrain) 
 

5.  O Come, O Key of David, come, and 

open wide your heavenly home; make 

safe the path of endless day, to hell’s 

destruction close the way. (Refrain) 
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ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME TO SHINE               Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

(children first sing “This Little Light of Mine”) 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON             Isaiah 9:2-7         Geraldine Erkins 

        The Common English Bible 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. 

You have made the nation great; 

you have increased its joy. 

They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest, 

as those who divide plunder rejoice. 

As on the day of Midian, you’ve shattered the yoke that burdened them, 

the staff on their shoulders, 

and the rod of their oppressor. 



 

 

 

Because every boot of the thundering warriors, 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be burned, fuel for the fire. 

A child is born to us, a son is given to us 

and authority will be on his shoulders. 

He will be named 

 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Eternal Protector, Prince of Peace. 

There will be vast authority and endless peace 

For David’s throne and for his kingdom,  

establishing and sustaining it 

with justice and righteousness now and forever. 

ONE: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:   Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WITNESS OF MUSIC 
 

PASTOR:  This week I will be hosting a discussion of the documentary film, Sweet Honey in 

the Rock: Raise your Voice.  This ensemble of African-American women has, for three 

decades, been touring and singing to delight audiences but also to teach preserve and promote 

the power of songs for the people of African descent and the role of music in raising our voices 

against injustice. You can rent it on Amazon Prime for $1.99 and then we will discuss it on 

December 23 at 7:00.   

 

For this Sunday’s anthem, we are debuting a new anthem from Mark Miller, “When Angels 

Sing.”  

 

ANTHEM    When Angels Sing                                       Mark Miller 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Un2s6NuYeyQ 

 

GOSPEL READING   John 1:1-18                             Geraldine Erkins 

The Inclusive Bible 

In the beginning there was the Word; the Word was in God’s presence, and the Word was God.  

The Word was present to God from the beginning.  Through the Word all things came into 

being, and apart from the Word nothing came into being that has come into being.  In the Word 

was life, and that life was humanity’s light – a Light that shines in the darkness, a Light that the 

darkness has never overtaken. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Un2s6NuYeyQ


 

 

 

Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, who came as a witness to testify about 

the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe.  He himself wasn’t the Light; 

he only came to testify about the Light – the true Light that illumines all humankind.  The Word 

was coming into the world – was in the world – and though the world was made through the 

Word, the world didn’t recognize it.  Though the Word came to its own realm, the Word’s own 

people didn’t accept it.  Yet any who did accept the Word, who believed in that Name, were 

empowered to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor urge of flesh 

nor human will – but born of God.  And the Word became flesh and stayed for a little while 

among us; we saw the Word’s glory – the favor and position a parent gives an only child- filled 

with grace, filled with truth. 

 

John testified by proclaiming, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, “The one who 

comes after me ranks ahead of me, for this One existed before I did.”  Of this One’s fullness 

we’ve all had a share – gift on top of gift.  For while the Law was given through Moses, the Gift 

– and the Truth – came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God; it is the Only 

Begotten, ever at Abba’s side, who has revealed God to us. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

MESSAGE   I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace    Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

WE RESPOND 
 

LITANY OF BELIEF 

ONE:  I believe that humans seem to have a penchant for conflict AND 

ALL:  I believe that we are capable of learning non-violent ways to negotiate difference. 

ONE:  I believe that we have perpetrated deep suffering upon each other AND 

ALL:  I believe that we can face up to the facts of privilege and work for equity. 

ONE:  I believe that our fear has told us that we must “win” in order to survive AND 

ALL:  I believe that “winning” at the cost of others can be called out and changed. 

ONE:  We believe, even when we are discouraged. 

ALL:  We believe, that when we are discouraged, raising our voices for justice will offer 

us peace! 

 

PRAYERS IN THE STILLNESS 

PASTOR:  I invite you to get in a comfortable position of rest.  I invite you to a deep breath 

and a deep listening posture – perhaps eyes closed or fixed on a candle – as we prepare for a 

time of prayer.  (Breathe) 
 



 

 

 

(Song by soloist) 

The gentle pull of God 

is often lost amidst the rush 

of all the obligations which lay a claim on us. 
 

Yet just beyond the frantic pace 

our restless feet have rod 

lie deep still pools of quietness- 

the dwelling place of God. 
 

Meet me in the stillness, God, 

Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, God 

Free me to receive 
 

O take me to that secret place 

where lost in wonder and in awe, 

the moment comes and I rejoice 

to be and be with God. 
 

Meet me in the stillness, God, 

Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, God,  

Free me to receive 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY  Chantel Woodard 
 

DOXOLOGY (Sung to TFWS 2036) 

Believe, with a hopeful heart! 

Believe, and shine your light! 

Believe, because the song we sing is sung for all! 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong;” 

let the poor say, “I am rich, 

Because of what our God, has done for us.”  Believe! 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 

 



 

 

 

CAROL OF RESISTANCE  Go Tell It on The Mountain           UMH #251 

Our Carol of Resistance this week is part of the repertoire of Christmas songs that were created 

by people who endured brutal hardships as the result of African colonization and North 

American slavery.  But, though people of African descent were ripped from much of their 

cultural heritage, they maintained their heritage of group song, punctuated by West African 

rhythms and vocal stylings.  Of course the safest thing for oppressed peoples to sing about was 

the religious beliefs that, first forced upon them by their oppressors, later gave many hope in the 

midst of suffering. 

 

“Go Tell It On The Mountain” is probably the best-known African American Christmas song 

and the words “seeker” and “watchman” in other verses not found in our hymnal are thought by 

some to have been code words for those seeking freedom on the Underground Railroad.  It was 

made popular by the Fisk Jubilee Singers in the 19th century as these college students – 

themselves freed slaves – traveled the country to raise money and awareness.  They were turned 

away from hotels, railway waiting rooms, and even some churches because of their color.  As 

we sing, let us honor them, honor all who have endured slavery and the continued systemic 

racism caused by slavery. Today we will be singing the original words.  Let us…. 

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.”  Indeed, that the Prince of Peace that calls 

us to break the chains of oppression…is born! 
 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the 

hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the 

mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

1.  While shepherds kept their watching o’er 

silent flocks by night, behold throughout 

the heavens there shone a holy light. 

(Refrain) 
 

2.   The shepherds feared and trembled, 

when lo! above the earth! rang out the 

angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s 

birth. (Refrain)  

 

3.  Down in a lowly manger the humble 

Christ was born and God sent us 

salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  

(Refrain) 
 

4.  When I was a seeker, I sought both night 

and day.  I sought the Lord to help me and 

He  

showed me the way.  (Refrain) 

 

5.  He made me a watchman upon the city 

wall, and if I am a Christian I am the least of 

all. (Refrain) 
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BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

We wait for justice but we do not wait to work for change; 

We wait for restored health but we do not wait to work to heal; 

We wait for wholeness but we do not wait to work at binding brokenness. 

We wait for peace but we do not wait to work to eliminate hatred. 

 

And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the news 

that the sun still shines even on cloudy days, 

fill the night left by sadness with messages of peace. 

Go into your lives humming the tunes that keep that peace alive in you 

and that spur you on in your work of justice and reconciliation. 

Raise your voices and repeat after me….Do not be afraid! 

Do not be afraid!  Amen. 

 

BELL BENEDICTION 
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