
 

 

 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

November 24, 2019 

24rd Sunday After Pentecost 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the City 

of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and justice in 

all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

As we open our eyes and come out of any avoidance we have regarding our feelings about 

money, we light a candle and ask God to be with us on this journey, giving us fresh perspectives 

that can shift any “dis-ease” that holds us back from a courageous vision about our money 

paths.  We have compassion for ourselves and each other because the systems of money we live 

in are not easy to navigate. 

 

PRELUDE    All Glory Be to God on High by Johann Vetter 

 

GATHERING: COMPASSION 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Introduction to the Service 

 

One:  Dear Community of Faith called Central, through the Sacrament of Baptism  

we are initiated into Christ’s holy church.  We are incorporated into God’s  

mighty acts of love and grace and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 

All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATE FOR BAPTISM 

Pastor to the parents and sponsors:  On behalf of the whole church, I ask you:   

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this  

world and repent of your sin? 

I do. 
 

Pastor:  Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of 

all ages, nations, races, sexual orientations and gender identity? 

I do. 
 

Pastor:  Will you nurture Hazen in Christ’s holy church, that by your teaching and example  

he may be guided to accept God’s grace, to profess his faith openly and to lead a 

Christian life? 

I do. 
 

Pastor to the Congregation:  Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm your commitment 

to live as members of the body of Christ? 

We do. 
 

Pastor:  Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include  

Hazen now before you in your care. 
 

ALL:  With God’s help, we will proclaim the good news and live according to the  

example of Christ.  We will surround Hazen with a community of love and 

forgiveness, that he may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in God’s 

service to others.  We will pray for him, that he may be a true disciple who walks  

in the way that leads to life. 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

ONE:  God be with you. 

ALL:  And also with you. 

ONE:  Let us pray.  Eternal God, when nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark 

waters and brought forth light.  In the days of Noah, you saved those on the ark through 

water.  After the flood, you set in the clouds a rainbow.  When you saw your people as 

slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea.  Their children you brought 

through the Jordan to  

the land which you promised. 

ALL:  Sing to our God, all the earth.  Tell of God’s mercy each day. 

ONE:  In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of the womb.  He was 

baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit.  He called his disciples to share in the 

baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations. 

ALL:  Declare Christ’s works to the nations, God’s glory among all people. 

ONE:  Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water, and Hazen, who is to receive it. 

ALL:  All praise to you, Eternal God, through Jesus Christ, who with you and  

the Holy Spirit lives with us and through us forever. 

 



 

 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

Pastor:  Hazen Grey, I baptize you in the name of the Creator, and of the Redeemer, and of the 

Sustainer.  Amen. 

Hazen, the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may 

be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT OF RENEWAL 

ALL:  We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in 

Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ, and in this 

congregation of the United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to 

participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BAPTIZED 

ONE:  Members of the household of God, I commend Hazen to your love and care.   

Do all in your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope and perfect him in love.   

May the God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and 

strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may fulfill your sacred 

responsibility and live in grace and peace. 

ALL:  Through Baptism, you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation 

and made to share in Christ’s royal priesthood.  We are all one in Christ Jesus.  

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome and acknowledge you as a member of the 

body of Christ. 
 

ILLUMINATING THE SHADOWS 
 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

HYMN    Be Thou My Vision        UMH #451 

1. Be thou my vision, O God of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
WORDS:  Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905; versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912, alt.  MUSIC:  Trad. Irish melody; harm. by Carlton R. Young, 1963, 
Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; harm. © 1964 Abingdon Press, CCLI2815228 

 

LITANY 

ONE:  We light this flame to affirm that where there is light, 

ALL:  there is understanding; 

ONE:  where there is understanding, 

ALL:  there is compassion; 

ONE:  where there is compassion, 

ALL:  there is possibility; 

ONE:  where there is possibility, 

ALL:  there is transformation 

ONE:  Holy and Living God, transform our fears into awe-inspired wonder, 

ALL:  Open us to this light, and to the rich possibilities that it brings us for a  

“wonder-full” life. 



 

 

 

OPENING HYMN   We Gather Together  adapted from UMH #131 

1.  We gather together to ask for God’s 

blessing, to live in community seeking 

God’s will.  We come now, as sisters 

and brothers, confessing the sins that 

divide and the wrong in us still. 

 

2.  Beside us, forgiving, enabling, 

sustaining, you call us, O Savior, to life 

that is new.  You draw us away from 

self-centered complaining.  You lead 

us and guide us in ways that are true. 

 

3.  All praise to the Spirit, provider, 

defender, you offer us freedom, to 

follow or stray, empowering all by the 

hope you engender grant wisdom and 

courage to follow your way. 

 
WORDS: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626;  

trans by Theodore Baker, 1894,  
MUSIC: 16th cent. Dutch melody; arr. by Edward Kremser, 1877 

CCLI 2815228 

 
 

 

 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

CHILDRENS TIME        Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 
 

PROCLAIMING CURIOUSITY 

We become curious – full of “wonder-ing” – further transforming our tendencies of avoiding 

money issues into a desire to learn more, know more, about the systems of money and our own 

relationship to it.  We explore what our faith story invites us to do about the systems of money 

in which we find ourselves. 

 

 



 

 

 

SCRIPTURE    Acts 4:32-35          Chris Crawford 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is Saying to the Church 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SONG             Bobbi Thompson 

 

SERMON     Looking with Gratitude          Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

RESPONDING: CREATIVITY 

This part of the service helps us to “wonder” in a different way.  We invite a state of awe at the 

abundance of our lives by noticing the “rich beauty around us, the presence of “treasured” 

people, and new and unexpected “gems” that cross our paths.  We commit to engage our 

creativity to multiply good in the world. 

 

The Wonder of It All:  Prayers 
 

 Thank You, God     Adapted from UMH #84 

Thank You, God 

Thank You, God 

Thank You, God, 

I just want to thank you, God 
WORDS: Trad., MUSIC: Trad.; adapt. and arr. by William Farley Smith, 1986 Adapt. and arr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, CCLI2815228 

 

OFFERING WITNESS           Bill Francis 

 

OFFERTORY    Great and Glorious by Franz Josef Haydn 

 

*DOXOLOGY  (Tune:  Be Thou My Vision) 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 

great God of Heaven, my treasure thou art 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

SENDING FORTH: COMMITMENT 
 

Response to Stewardship 

 

SOLO     More Than Enough        Marc Anderson 

 
 

 



 

 

Having walked with God in “looking” into our heart’s relationship to money, we commit to 

take the practices out into the world and our daily lives with renewed compassion, curiosity, 

and creativity. 

 

*SENDING HYMN   This is a Day of New Beginnings    UMH #383 

1.  This is a day of new beginnings, time 

to remember and move on, time to 

believe what love is bringing, laying to 

rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

2.  For by the life and death of Jesus, 

God’s mighty Spirit, now as then, can 

make for us a world of difference, as 

faith and hope are born again. 

 

3.  Then let us with the Spirit’s daring, 

step from the past and leave behind 

our disappointment, guilt and 

grieving, seeking new paths and sure 

to find. 

 

4.  Christ is alive and goes before us, to 

show and share what love can do.  This 

is a day of new beginnings our God is 

making all things new! 
 

WORDS: Brian Wren, 1978; alt. 1987, MUSIC: Carlton R. Young, 1984, Words © 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Co.’ music © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. 

CCLI2815228 

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE    Toccata in F Major by Deterich Buxtehude 
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