
 

 
Central United Methodist Church 

A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810 Incorporated 1822 Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

February 24, 2019 
 

Black History Month 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

*Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

Please silence cell phones. 

 

PRELUDE                      Precious Lord, Take My Hand by Thomas A. Dosey    

                                                    The prelude is a time for quiet prayer and meditation. 
 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: Come and learn the ways of life. 

ALL: We come to learn a new way. 

ONE: Love your enemies, and do good to those who hate you. 

ALL: We come to hear a new lesson. 

ONE: Bless those who curse you, and pray for those who persecute you. 

ALL: We come to receive new instruction. 

ONE: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

ALL: We come to practice a new command. 

ONE: Come and learn the ways of life. 

ALL: We come to worship and to walk the way that leads to life. 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN        For the Healing of the Nations                             UMH #428 

1. For the healing of the nations, Lord, we 

pray with one accord, for a just and 

equal sharing of the things that earth 

affords. To a life of love in action help 

us rise and pledge our word. 
 

2. Lead us forward into freedom, from 

despair your world release, that, 

redeemed from war and hatred, all may 

come and go in peace. Show us how 

through care and goodness fear will die 

and hope increase. 

 

3. All that kills abundant living, let it 

from the earth be banned: pride of 

status, race or schooling, dogmas that 

obscure your plan. In our common 

quest for justice may we hallow brief 

life's span. 
 

4. You, Creator God, have written your 

great name on humankind; for our 

growing in your likeness bring the life 

of Christ to mind; that by our response 

and service earth its destiny may find 
 

WORDS: Fred Kaan 1965, MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 

Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Co 

CCLI 2815228.

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MIGRATION STORY                                                                                              Annie Spires 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                           Rev. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

POEM                        Blessed Are The Poor in Spirit by Alice Walker        Grace Okerson 

Did you ever understand this?  

If my spirit was poor, how could I enter 

heaven? Was I depressed?  

Understanding editing, 

I see how a comma, removed or inserted 

with careful plan, 

can change everything. 

I was reminded of this when a poor young 

man in Tunisia desperate to live 

and humiliated for trying 

set himself ablaze;  

I felt uncomfortably warm 

as if scalded by his shame. 

I do not have to sell vegetables from a cart 

as he did or live in narrow rooms too small 

for spacious thought; and, at this late date, 

I do not worry that someone will 

remove every single opportunity 

for me to thrive. 

Still, I am connected to, inseparable from, 

this young man. 

Blessed are the poor, in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 

Jesus. (Commas restored). 

Jesus was as usual talking about solidarity: 

about how we join with others 

and, in spirit, feel the world, and suffering, 

the same as them. 

This is the kingdom of owning the other as 

self, the self as other;  

that transforms grief into 

peace and delight. 

I, and you, might enter the heaven 

of right here 

through this door. 

In this spirit, knowing we are blessed, 

we might remain poor.  



 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING      
 

OFFERTORY            There is a balm in Gilead by Arr. William Dawson Chancel Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures  

   here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

PRAYER SONG         Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my Lord, 

                      kum ba yah. Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah. Oh, Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

PRAYER FOR THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                               Marcus Dickson 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*CENTERING MUSIC           Breathe on me Breath of God                                   UMH #420 

1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me 

with life anew, that I may love what 

Thou dost love, and do what Thou 

wouldst do. 
 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my 

heart is pure, until with Thee I will one 

will, to do and to endure. 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am 

wholly Thine, until this earthly part of 

me glows with Thy fire divine. 
 

WORDS: Edwin Hatch, 1878 
MUSIC: Robert Jackson, 1888 

CCLI 2815228 

 
 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING                        Luke 6:27-38                                            Marcus Dickson 

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to 

everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what 

credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who 

do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those 

from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 

receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for God is kind to 

the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your God is merciful. Do not judge, and you 

will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 

forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get 

back.” 

ONE: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

MUSICAL SELECTION              The Prayer by Sager / Foster   

 



 

 

MESSAGE                                         Alternate Reality Check                             Rebecca Wilson 
 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN                   We Are the Church                                         UMH #558

Refrain: I am the church!  You are the 

church! We are the church together! All 

who follow Jesus, all around the world! 

Yes, we're the church together! 
 

1. The church is not a building, the 

church is not a steeple, the church is 

not a resting place, the church is a 

people. (Refrain) 
 

2. We're many kinds of people, with many 

kinds of faces, all colors and all ages, 

too, from all times and places. (Refrain) 

 

 

 

3.  Sometimes the church is marching, 

sometimes it's bravely burning, 

sometimes it's riding, sometimes 

hiding, always it's learning. (Refrain) 
 

4.  And when the people gather, there's 

singing and there's praying, there's 

laughing and there's crying sometimes, 

all of it saying: (Refrain) 
 

5.  At Pentecost some people received the 

Holy Spirit and told the Good News 

through the world to all who would 

hear it. (Refrain) 
 

Words: Richard K. Avery and Donald S. Marsh, 1972 
MUSIC: Richard K. Avery and Donald S. Marsh, 1972 

© 1972 Hope Publishing Co., CCLI 2815228 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                 Rebecca Wilson 
 

*CHORAL AND CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION 

                                                Lead Me, Guide Me by Doris Akers 
 

Lead me, guide me along the way, for if you lead me I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

POSTLUDE                                 Every time I feel the Spirit     Spiritual 
___-_____________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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