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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured 

by the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the 

center of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, 

advocating peace and justice in all we do. 

 
* indicates when to stand, if able 

Hymnal Guide: UMH - “The United Methodist Hymnal”; TFWS - “The Faith We Sing”;  

SOZ – “Songs of Zion”.  The prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. 

 Please turn off all pagers and cell phones.  Thank you.  

 

PRELUDE                            How Brightly Shines the Morning Star by Detrich Buxtehude 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       (written by Thom M. Shuman 2014) 

ONE:  Young or old, slow or fast; tall or small, know-it-alls or eager learners: 

ALL:  Wonder of wonders!  God has called each of us here. 

ONE:  Wrinkled, white-haired, stooped with age; bright-eyed, smooth skinned, leapers of two 

steps at a time: 

ALL:  Wonder of wonders!  Each of us is made in God’s image. 

ONE:  Parents volunteering at school, kids playing tag; workers stocking shelves, retirees 

planning a trip; 

ALL:  Wonder of wonders!  God works through each of us. 

 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN              We Three Kings                                                UMH #254 

1.  We three kings of Orient are; bearing 

gifts we traverse afar, field and 

fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star.  (Refrain) 
 

Refrain:  O star of wonder, star of light, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

2.  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again, King 

forever, ceasing never, over us all to 

reign.  (Refrain) 

 

 

3.  Frankincense to offer have I, incense 

owns a Diety nigh; prayer and 

praising, voices raising, worshiping 

God on high.  (Refrain) 
 

4.  Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  

(Refrain) 
 

5.  Glorious now behold him arise; King 

and God and sacrifice: Alleluia, 

Alleluia, sounds through the earth and 

skies.  (Refrain) 
 

WORDS:  John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857 

MUSIC:  John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857 

CCLI 2815228 
 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN            Rebecca Wilson 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

ONE:  It doesn’t matter how far we go to run from you, 

God-who-calls-us; you reach out and touch us 

with healing in your hands, and turn us around  

so we can follow you home. 

ALL:  It doesn’t matter how suspicious we are of you, 

God-who-invites-us-to-follow: you remove our fears 

with your compassion, you take away our doubts 

with complete acceptance of who we are. 

ONE:  It doesn’t matter how often we ignore your words, 

God-who-speaks-to-us: you whisper to us 

until our ears tingle with anticipation 

and we listen with eager hope. 

ALL:  God in Community, Holy in One, 

continue to call us by name we pray, Amen.       (Written by Tom M. Shuman 2014) 

 



 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY                                 Three Kings by Peter Cornelius     Brandon Spencer 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*CENTERING HYMN    The First Noel                                                  UMH #245 

1.  The first Noel the angel did say was to 

certain poor shepherds in fields as they 

lay; in fields where they lay keeping their 

sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was 

so deep.  (Refrain) 

 

Refrain:  No-el, No-el, No-el, No-el, born is 

the King of Israel. 

 

2.  They looked up and saw a star shining in 

the east, beyond them far; and to the 

earth it gave great light, and so it 

continued both day and night.  (Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

3.  And by the light of that same star three 

Wise Men came from country far; to 

seek for a king was their intent, and to 

follow the star wherever it went.  

(Refrain) 

 

4.  This star drew nigh to the north-west, 

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest; and there 

it did both stop and stay, right over the 

place where Jesus lay.  (Refrain) 

 

5.  Then entered in those Wise Men three, 

full reverently upon the knee, and 

offered there, in his presence, their gold 

and myrrh and frankincense.  (Refrain) 

 
WORDS:  Trad. English carol 

MUSIC:  Trad. English carol, harm. from  
Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871 
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*GOSPEL LESSON  (Please stand in body or in Spirit)  Matthew 2:1-12 

 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King 

Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem.  They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the 

Jews?  We’ve seen his star in the east and we’ve come to honor him.” 

     When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with 

him.  He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the Christ 

was to be born.  They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: 

     You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

         by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, 

           because from you will come one who governs, 

          who will shepherd my people Israel.” 



 

 
     Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star had 

first appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child.  

when you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.”  When they heard 

the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stood 

over the place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.  They 

entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother.  Falling to their knees, they honored 

him.  Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.  Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to 

their own country by another route. 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SOLO Bobbi Thompson 

 

MESSAGE              Shine!  Make’ em Wonder Whatcha Got!             Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

ONE:  May the God who created us be with you! 

ALL:  And also with you! 

ONE:  Open your hearts to the One who writes grace on them. 

ALL:  May God’s words of hope and wonder guide our lives. 

ONE:  Sing praises to your God, children of the Creator of the universe. 

ALL:  Glad songs are lifted to the one who gives us new life. 

 

ONE:  Into the silence of chaos, you called, Wonderful Crafter,  

and creation responded, ‘Here I am’,  

as mountains pushed up to tower over the rivers that raced  

each others to the seas.    

Your words did not fall to the ground but became the stars that dance in the night.   

You shaped us in your image, telling us everything, hiding nothing from us.   

But the tempting songs of sin made our ears tingle and we did not  

restrain temptation’s demands.   

You refused to give up on us, continuing to call us through the prophets,  

but we were dominated by death’s power.   

So you sent Jesus to us, to search us and know us for who we are meant to be – your 

people. 
 

So with youngsters who hear your songs in the night,  

and those who follow you in every time and place,  

we lift our songs of thanksgiving to you: 

 

 



 

 
ALL:  Holy, holy, holy are you, Searcher of all hearts.   

All creation praises your name.   

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

ONE:  Holy are you, Knower of every thought and blessed is Jesus Christ, who is your heart.   

When he could have wandered the streets of glory, he searched up and down  

temptation’s paths to find us.  When we doubted anything good might come  

of humility and sacrifice, he called us to follow him into service to you.   

When he could have shunned the cross, he said, ‘Here I am’, confronting sin  

and death, defeating them as he was raised to new life, glorifying you in his  

resurrected body! 
 

As we remember his ways of goodness and life,  

as we celebrate the gift of the resurrection which is ours,  

we speak of that mystery we call faith: 

 

ALL:  Christ died, trusting that he was held in your heart;  

Christ rose from the grave, as you brought him out of death;  

Christ has promised to welcome us into new life with you. 

 

ONE:  You search for us down every path we wander, and finding us, lead us to this  

Table of hope and peace, where the Spirit not only blesses these simple gifts,  

but all your children who gather at your feast.   

Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening,  

so that as we are fed by the bread of life,  

we would be ready to go forth to carry healing to the world;  

so that as we drink from the cup of grace,  

we would go to tell everyone we meet  

that we have found the One who offers  

the life and joy we all long to have. 
 

And when our lives have come to an end,  

when we are gathered with your children from every age,  

we will sit at your Table, finally knowing your ways,  

and singing to you of our love and joy forever,  

God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 

 



 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light               UMH #206 

1.  I want to walk as a child of the light.  I 

want to follow Jesus.  God set the stars 

to give light to the world.  The star of 

my life is Jesus.  (Refrain) 

 

Refrain:  In him there is no darkness at 

all.  The night and the day are both alike.  

The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

2.  I want to see the brightness of God.  I 

want to look at Jesus.  Clear Sun of 

Righteousness, shine on my path, and 

show me the way to the Creator.  

(Refrain) 

 

3.  I’m looking for the coming of Christ, I 

want to be with Jesus.  When we have 

run with patience the race, we shall 

know the joy of Jesus.  (Refrain) 

 
WORDS: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966 

MUSIC:  Kathleen Thomerson, 1966 
© 1970, 1975 Celebration 
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BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

BENEDICTION 

ONE:  Wonder of wonders!  God sends us from this place, 

ALL:  to be healing hands to the world’s brokenness. 

ONE:  Wonder of wonders!  Jesus calls us as sisters and brothers, 

ALL:  to accept others as completely as we have been embraced. 

ONE:  Wonder of wonders!  The Spirit is at work through us, 

ALL:  wherever we are – work, home, playground, shelter, school. 

ONE:  Wonder of wonders! 

ALL:  We will go to live as God’s people!  Amen!  

 

POSTLUDE                                        Grand Chouer by Cesar Franck 
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