
Sermon for August 9, 2020 
 

What is freedom in the land of milk and honey when CHILDREN are shot. Where white 

children have pepper spray deliberately forced into their eyes while protesting for the right to 

walk freely side by side with their Black & Brown brothers and sisters. -- What those officers 

behaviors say to the children and their parents—is that when you choose them over us you will 

be treated like the.  Is this how the peacekeepers are suppose act?  

 

Freedom is the ability to know you will receive the same loan rate for a house because 

there isn’t a box for race. Freedom is never questioning why you got in to school on scholarship. 

Freedom is also being shown the best investment portfolios to increase your family’s wealth for 

generations.  

 

Freedom is an indelible right. We are all born with truth, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Yet, not all of us ever get to use these rights. We know nothing about this freedom as infants. It 

is a concept that we hear about. At some point, we realize that this this concept is something 

we either have or we don't have, and we wonder why?  

 

If you remember scriptures of Exodus, in the Old Testament, Moses and Aaron want to 

flee Egypt and no longer be Pharaoh’s slaves. In fact Moses’ cries are what lead God to 

remember that these people were the children of Abraham and God would rescue them.   

  Pharaoh, however, is the new King of Egypt, not to be confused by the father of Moses. 

He surrounded himself with conjurers, magicians and other tricksters who only agreed with his 

opinion. The Creator shared the Divine’s plans with Moses and Aaron to free the Israelites from 

their enslavement and the country of Egypt. However, every time they performed God’s act 

before Pharaoh, he was unimpressed. First, Pharaoh’s gang of charlatans would whisper 

together to conspire a plan to recreate God’s act when Aaron turned a cane or walking stick 

into a snake. The second time when Moses and Aaron turned all the waters of all the seas, 

rivers, wells, and cisterns into foul undrinkable blood. Pharaoh’s  men also turned water into 

blood and like other situations Pharaoh’s heart grew harder and harder. If you can give me 

some early Christmas holiday license, think of the heart of the Grinch, Who Stole Christmas, by 

Dr. Seuss and the size of his heart before it grew. Remember, how his heart was so tiny, well 

that was Pharaoh’s heart. 

 

Now, kids and those big kids out there, the hardest part of this scripture is that the 

action is pretty quiet. Do you know what I mean? We are the watchers of Marvel action movies, 

Harry Potter Books or even Flat Stanley. We’ve seen or read it all. Exodus is not that loud action 

filled drama we are accustomed to seeing or listening too. God is not making BIG NOISY 

THRASHING ACTIVE FAITH CHANGES LEFT & RIGHT. Instead, God is making the type of changes 

that are quiet, and long-lasting.  

 



Aaron turns a cane, or walking-stick, into a snake. This is a major action of faith and 

transformation. When God tells you to do something, you do it in faith because that is the right 

thing to do. Now Moses, had a lot of trepidation or nervousness, so God lets his brother, Aaron, 

come along to talk for him. Nevertheless, if you or I just pick up a stick or a cane and command 

it to turn into a snake what do you think will happen? Nothing. Because God has not called us 

to take that action. Secondly, God, commands these two “regular”guys Moses and Aaron to 

follow his commandments in faith and trust that the Almighty would lead them into freedom. 

The second time he has Moses lead first and he did successfully and so was Aaron, even though 

God knew the outcome, that Pharaoh would not see and believe that the Divine was greater 

than him. 

 

  How do the actions in Exodus relate to us? We are like Moses & Aaron. We are all 

looking for Freedom. We seek freedom from tyranny by the government, and others over the 

enforcement of Brown and Black bodies. We are seeking justice for those who are incarcerated 

for minor crimes but given the maximum sentences. We want families reunited and supported 

instead living in substandard housing without the opportunity to be raised out of those 

situations. We want the freedom of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness that is promised 

to everyone. 

 

https://youtu.be/8z_ifDgElFw or http://youtube.com/ 

 

Freedom is not free. We have been conditioned to believe that it is free. The only 

attribute that our country said was an unalienable right were Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 

Happiness. Freedom is not mentioned. God is the only being that can provide Freedom. Well, 

God and Christ. Freedom is not something our government gives to us. It is definitely something 

they will take away if rules and laws are not followed. Nevertheless, freedom is something we 

do not have question, except for those who are people of color. It is the reason we continue the 

struggle for freedom for the rights to pursue life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

We just witnessed the passing of two great men of the civil rights movement. Josie 

Johnson, remembered Rev. C. T. Vivian, as a worker in the civil rights movement someone who 

could give the stability and the structure for the organization to outlast himself. The other, John 

Robert Lewis a man who strove to make voting rights available for everyone in the country. He 

faced over forty arrests and numerous beatings including one that almost killed him and lead to 

Lyndon Johnson ensuring the passage of voting rights act in 1963. Yet, Lewis watched the 

current administration and congress dismantle his life’s work but Lewis was not bitter he was 

joyful.   

As people of faith we are here to lead people to faith. Through freedom from the 

tyranny of the pharaohs in life, listening to charlatans and others, and finally realizing that the 

only way to be free, to gain freedom is to be with God. So, go out and be like Rev. C. T. Vivian. 

Be like John Lewis. Be like Rosa Parks. Be Like Hettie Jackson. Be like You. Be like Christ 

 

(Information on CT Vivian from NPR. Org, July 17, 2020). 

https://youtu.be/8z_ifDgElFw
http://youtube.com/

