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May 26, 2019 

6th Sunday of Easter  
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE                                      Flutes by Jean Langlais                             Daniel Dillingham 

(The Prelude is a time for silent prayer and meditation. Please be respectful of this sacred time and space.) 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE: God has gathered us to this place, 

ALL: where we hear the stories, which show us what the kindom of God is like. 

ONE: God summons us to this place,     

ALL: where we can learn how to serve our God without reservation or hesitation. 

ONE: God will send us from this place, 

ALL: to tell others of God’s hopes and dreams, so they too, can choose to follow God. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Gather Us In                                       TFWS #2236 

 1. Here in this place new light is 

streaming, now is the darkness vanished 

away. See in this space our fears and our 

dreaming, brought here to you in the light 

of this day. Gather us in the lost and 

forsaken, gather us in the blind and the 

lame; call to us now and we shall awaken, 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2. We are the young – our lives are a 

mystery, we are the old who yearn for 

your face, we have been sung throughout 

all of history, called to be light to the 

whole human race. Gather us in the rich 

and the haughty, gather us in the proud 

and the strong; give us a heart so meek 

and so lowly, give us the courage to enter 

the song. 

3. Here we will take the wine and the 

water, here we will take the bread of new 

birth, here you shall call your sons and 

your daughters, call us anew to be salt of 

the earth. Give us to drink the wine of 

compassion, give us to eat the bread that 

is you; nourish us well, and teach us to 

fashion lives that are holy and hearts that 

are true. 

 

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, but 

here in this place the new light is shining, 

now is the kindom, now is the day. Gather 

us in and hold us forever, gather us in 

and make us your own; gather us in all 

peoples together, fire of love in our flesh 

and our bone. 
WORDS: Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13), MUSIC: Marty Haugen ©1982 GIA Publications, Inc. CCLI2815228. 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                             Rebecca Wilson 

 

PRAYER 

You do not want us to be ignorant of your dreams and hopes for us, God of holiness, so 

you speak to us in parables, so we might pay careful attention to your words; you tell us 

stories about our grandparents in the faith, so we might become mentors to our 

grandchildren, and theirs. Filling us with the holy oil of generosity and grace, you make us 

ready to welcome Jesus Christ into our lives, and to open our hearts to those who are in 

need. On this day, we choose to serve you, God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 

 



 

 

 

OFFERTORY               I Will Not Leave You Comfortless by Evertt Titcomb      Chancel Choir 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                            Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel  

 

CENTERING HYMN                 Let There Be Peace On Earth                                 UMH #431 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; let there be peace on earth, the peace 

that was meant to be. With God our Creator, children all are we. Let us walk with each 

other in perfect harmony. Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. With 

every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each moment in 

peace eternally. Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me! 
WORDS: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, MUSIC: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson; harm. by Charles H. Webb, 1987. CCLI2815228 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON     Joshua 24:14-18 (The Inclusive Bible)           Cecil Deramus 

Joshua then said, “I now call upon you to revere and serve YHWH completely and sincerely. 

Cast off the gods that your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt, and 

worship YHWH alone.  If you do not want to worship YHWH, then make the decision today 

whom you will worship, even if it is the gods of your ancestors beyond the Euphrates or the 

gods of the Amorites in whose country you live. As for me and my household, we will worship 

YHWH. Then the people responded, “Far be it from us to abandon YHWH to worship other 

gods. It was YHWH our God who brought us and our ancestors up and out of the land of 

slavery. YHWH performed those great signs before our eyes. YHWH protected us on the entire 

journey and among all the peoples whose lands we passed through. YHWH drove out before the 

Amorites and all the people dwelling in the land. We too with serve YHWH, who is our God.” 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE                 Recklessly Abandoned, Never Holding Back     Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

 

 

 



 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN      Come, We Who Love God’s Name   

                                                         Adapted from UMH #733    

1. Come, we who love God’s name, and let 

our joys be known; together God’s great 

love proclaim, together God’s great love 

proclaim, and thus surround the throne, 

and thus surround the throne.  (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain) We’re marching to Zion, 

beautiful, beautiful Zion; We’re 

marching onward to Zion, the beautiful 

city of God. 
 

2. Let those refuse to sing who never 

knew our God; but we our thanks and 

praise will bring, but we our thanks and 

praise will bring for love so deep and 

broad, for love so deep and broad. 

(Refrain) 
WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1707; refrain by Robert Lowry, 1867, MUSIC 

Robert Lowry, 1867. CCLI28152228. 

3. God’s grace on earth is found, the seeds 

of glory sown; celestial fruits on earthly 

ground, celestial fruits on earthly ground 

from faith and hope have grown, from 

faith and hope have grown. (Refrain) 
 

4. The hill of Zion yields a thousand 

sacred sweets before we reach the 

heavenly fields, before we reach the 

heavenly fields, or walk the golden streets, 

or walk the golden streets. (Refrain) 
 

5. Then let our songs abound, and every 

tear be dry; we’re traveling through 

Emmanuel’s ground, we’re traveling 

through Emmanuel’s ground to greater 

worlds on high, to greater worlds on high. 

(Refrain)
 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION         Go, Ye Now in Peace by Joyce Eilers             Chancel Choir  
 

POSTLUDE          Come, Christians, Join to Sing by W. Lawrence Curry Daniel Dillingham 
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Interment of Ashes 

We invite everyone to join us at the Memorial Garden immediately after the Postlude for a brief 

service for the interment of Jacquelin Washington’s ashes.   


