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Maundy Thursday Service 
 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT 

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 

 
* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   
 

PRELUDE                         Hearts of Stone Relent, Relent by Leo Sowerby 

            (The Prelude is a time for prayer and meditation. Please be respectful of this sacred time and space.) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

ONE: Jesus spent his life teaching us the meaning of love. Through word and deed Jesus 

showed us how to love God and to love one another. He fed the hungry. He healed the 

sick. He invited the women and the children and the tax collectors and the sinners to 

come to his table. He broke bread with the least and the lost and shared the cup of 

redemption with them all. He crossed boundaries of race, nationality, ethnicity, gender, 

sexuality, and class. He challenged religious authority, and he scoffed at pomposity and 

self-absorbed grandeur. He called out the hypocrites. He admonished the scribes and the 

Pharisees for their hardened hearts. He brought a simple message: love God, love 

yourself, and love one another. 

 

ALL: We gather in the name of Jesus and remember the way that he showed us. We  

gather to remember not just his death, but his life. 

 

ONE: The way of Jesus goes through the cross, but we are not there yet. It is close. We can see 

its shadow. We can feel the cold, dark, night. We know that the enemies of God are 

conspiring. They have had enough of Jesus. He threatens their comfort. He threatens their 

way of life. He threatens their power. They will come for him. First though, we will 

gather. We gather with Jesus and his closest friends. We gather with those that called him 

teacher, Rabbi, friend. We gather for a last supper, to remember that God saves. God 

saved once. God saves forevermore. 

 

ALL: God saved once. God saves forevermore.  

 

 



 

 

*OPENING HYMN                          What Wondrous Love is This                             UMH #292 
                                                         (lyrics adapted from New Century Hymnal)

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, 

O my soul, what wondrous love is this, 

O my soul! What wondrous love is this 

that Christ should come in bliss to bear 

the heavy cross for my soul, for my 

soul, to bear the heavy cross for my 

soul! 
 

2. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I 

will sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will 

sing; To God and to the Lamb who is 

the great I Am, while millions join the 

theme, I will sing, I will sing; while 

millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

3. And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing 

on, I’ll sing on, and when from death 

I’m free, I’ll sing on! And when from 

death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll 

sing on, and through eternity I’ll sing 

on! 
 

WORDS: USA folk hymn,  

MUSIC: USA folk hymn; harm. by Paul J. Christiansen, 1955 

Harm. © 1955, renewed 1983 Augsburg Publishing House,  

CCLI 2815228 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                                John 13:12-38                                                              
 

HYMN                                          Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands                              UMH #273 

1. Jesus' hands were kind hands, doing 

good to all, healing pain and sickness, 

blessing children small, washing tired 

feet and saving those who fall; Jesus' 

hands were kind hands, doing good to 

all. 
 

 

 

2. Take my hands, Lord Jesus, let them 

work for you; make them strong and 

gentle, kind in all I do; let me watch 

you, Jesus, till I'm gentle too, till my 

hands are kind hands, quick to work 

for you. 
 

WORDS: Margaret Cropper, 1975, MUSIC: Old French melody; harm. 
by Carlton R. Young, 1988, Words © 1979 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. And 

Methodist Church Division of Education and Youth; harm. © 1989 The 

United Methodist Publishing House, CCLI 2815228 
 

MEDITATION                                       Last Things First                                  Rebecca Wilson 
 

ANTHEM                     This Do In Remembrance of Me by Judy Hunnicut           Chancel Choir 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

ONE: Loving God, you kneel to wash our hands and our feet, yet we are reluctant for you to see 

all the places we have gone in our attempts to escape you. You bathe us in the warm, 

living waters of your love, even though we splash and play in the puddles of temptation. 

We have received all the gifts you have to offer, yet we are tempted to think they are only 

for us, rather than sharing them. 

ALL: Forgive us, Holy One, and have mercy on us. How can we offer others the grace and 

mercy you have freely given us? As you have broken your heart for us, may we open 

our hearts in service to others. As you have given your life for us, may we offer our 

lives to bring healing to the world. As you have called us together around your 

Table, may we go forth to feed a world that is hungry for bread as well as peace and 

reconciliation. This we pray as followers of Jesus Christ, who came to serve us in 

life, in death, and in resurrection hope. 



 

 
SILENCE 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

ONE: On this holiest of nights, we receive the Good News: 

ALL: God has come in Christ Jesus, to fill us with hope and peace, to bathe us 

in grace and mercy. Amen! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 

Tonight we will pass the Peace of Christ through handwashing, modeled on Jesus’ act of 

washing the feet of his disciples. This powerful act of Jesus demonstrates a kindness and love 

without borders; calls us to abandon all notions of societal hierarchy; and models a life of 

humble service.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

ONE: God be with you.  

ALL: And also with you.  

ONE: Lift up your hearts.  

ALL: We lift them to God.  

ONE: Let us give thanks to God.  

ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

ONE: You are blessed, O God of all creation. You made us in your image to dwell in your 

infinite love. You have brought us out of bondage into freedom, out of death into life 

through the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ, your child and our sibling. Now we enter 

into the memorial of Jesus’ life, passion, death, and resurrection. It is the memorial of the 

Passover, the Bread and Cup offered for us.  

ALL: You are blessed, O God, who sanctify this feast.  

ONE: We thank you, O God, for the life and knowledge, which you have revealed to us 

through Jesus your Child, who on the night he was betrayed took bread, gave thanks, and 

gave it to the disciples saying, “This is my body baked and kneaded, stretched and 

broken. Receive this. Eat this. And remember me.  

ALL: Glory be yours through all the ages.  

ONE: We thank you, O God, for the holy vine of David your servant, which you have revealed 

to us through Jesus our sibling who took the cup, saying, “This is my very life, poured 

out, overflowing for you. Drink this. All of this. And remember me.”  

ALL: Glory be yours through all the ages.  

ONE: You are truly blessed, O God, Creator of the universe, you who nourish the whole world 

with goodness, tender love, and mercy.  

ALL: You are blessed, O God, you who nourish the universe.  

ONE: We will give you thanks, gracious God, for you have given us in your child Jesus  

spiritual food and drink that we may be filled with eternal life.  

ALL: You are blessed, O God, for the Holy Spirit present in the church.  

 

 

 



 

 

ONE: Remember, O God, your people and deliver the church from all evil and perfect it in 

your love. And we ask that you would send your Holy Spirit upon these offerings of your 

church, that, gathering us together at the table, made new in Christ, you would grant to 

every guest the fulness of the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins, the great hope of 

resurrection and new life eternal.  

ALL: You are blessed, O God, Creator of all, you who are good and filled with kindness.  

ONE: May Christ come, and may this present world make way for the new.  

ALL: Hosanna, blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God. Amen!  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

CLOSING MUSIC: DUET                 Were You There                                    Chantel Woodard 

                                                                                                                              Brandon Spencer 
 

*There is no formal dismissal. When the song has ended you are free to leave as you feel so 

moved. Please depart in silence and with an attitude prayer. Please be respectful of those who 

wish to remain in the sanctuary by moving to the lobby for conversations.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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