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A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

September 29, 2019 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, 

age, ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s 

beloved and you are welcome here. 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by 

the light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center 

of the City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace 

and justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

PRELUDE    Be Thou My Vision by Gordon Young 

 

INTROIT   Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  In the midst of a world where people hunger and thirst, 

ALL:  Come worship a God who feeds the hungry. 

ONE:  In the midst of a world where people are abused and oppressed, 

ALL:  Come worship a God who calls for compassion and justice. 

ONE:  In the midst of a world filled with wars and rumor of war, 

ALL:  Come worship a God who desires nothing less than peace for the world. 

ONE:  In the midst of a world of spiritual emptiness, 

ALL:  Come worship a God who gives life meaning.   

Come worship a God whose grace and love know no end. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN The Voice of God is Calling UMH #436 

(to learn the history of this song, please see the announcement section) 

1.  The voice of God is calling its 

summons in our day; Isaiah heard 

in Zion, and we now hear God say; 

“Whom shall I send to succor my 

people in their need? Whom shall I 

send to loosen the bonds of shame 

and greed? 

 

2.  “I hear my people crying in slum 

and mine and mill; no field or mart 

is silent, no city street is still. I see 

my people falling in darkness and 

despair. Whom shall I send to 

shatter the fetters which they bear?” 

 

 

 

 

3.  We heed, O God, your summons, 

and answer: Here are we! Send us 

upon your errand, let us your 

servants be. Our strength is dust 

and ashes, our years a passing hour; 

but you can use our weakness to 

magnify your power. 

 

4.  From ease and plenty save us; from 

pride of place absolve; purge us of 

low desire; lift us to high resolve; 

take us and make us holy; teach us 

your will and way. Speak, and 

behold! we answer; command, and 

we obey! 

 
WORDS:  John Haynes Holmes, 1913,  
MUSIC:  William Lloyd, 1840, CCLI 2815228 

ACTS OF SHARING 

 
GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CHILDRENS TIME         Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

SCRIPTURE READING  1 Timothy 6:6-19           Anika Summers 

     There is, of course, great benefit in religion, but only for those who are content with 

what they have. 

     We brought nothing into the world, nor have we the power to take anything out.  If we 

have food and clothing, we have all that we need.  Those who want to be rich are falling 

into temptation and a trap.  They are letting themselves be captured by foolish and harmful 

desires which draw us down to ruin and destruction.  The love of money is the root of all 

evil.  Some people, in their passion for it, have strayed from the faith and have come to 

grief amid great pain. 

 

 



 

 

     But you are to flee from these things.  As one dedicated to God, strive to be a person of 

integrity and piety, filled with faith and love, patience and gentleness.  Run the great race 

of faith.  Take firm hold of the everlasting life to which you were called when, in the 

presence of many witnesses, you made your good profession of faith. 

     Before God, who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who spoke up as a witness 

for the truth in front of Pontius Pilate, I charge you to keep God’s command without fault 

or reproach until our Savior Jesus Christ appears.  This appearance God will bring to pass 

at a chosen time.  God alone is the Sovereign over all, the blessed and only ruler of all 

earthly rulers, who alone possesses immortality and who dwells in unapproachable light, 

whom no human being has even seen or can see.  To God be the honor and the everlasting 

kindom!  Amen. 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   Teach Me Thy Song, O God by Craig Courtney 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all 

creatures here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ,  

and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

PRAYER LITANY 

ONE:  Let us pray for the poor, hungry and neglected all over the world, that their cries for 

daily bread may inspire works of compassion and mercy among those to whom 

much has been given. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for the farmers with limited or marginal land throughout the world, for 

those who lack access to water and other resources, and for the light of research and 

support services to shine in the lives of all God’s people. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for an end to the divisions and inequalities that scar God’s creation, 

particularly the barriers to freedom faced by God’s children throughout the world  

because of gender that all who have been formed in God’s image might have  

equality in pursuit of the blessings of creation. 
 

 



 

 

 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for the health of women, children and families around the world,  

especially for an end to maternal and child mortality that in building healthy 

families, all God’s people may be empowered to strengthen their communities and 

repair the breaches which divide nations and peoples. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for an end to pandemic disease throughout the world, particularly those 

exacerbated by lack of nutritious food and outright hunger, that plagues of death 

may no longer fuel poverty, destabilize nations, and inhibit reconciliation and 

restoration throughout the world. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for an end to the waste and desecration of God’s creation, for access to 

the fruits of creation to be shared equally among all people, communities and 

nations to find sustenance in the fruits of the earth and the water God has given us. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer. 
 

ONE:  Let us pray for all nations and people who already enjoy the abundance of creation  

and the blessings of prosperity that their hearts may be lifted up to the needs of the  

poor and afflicted, and partnerships between rich and poor for the reconciliation of 

the world may flourish and grow. 
 

ALL:  God, hear our prayer.  Amen.  
             (from the National Catholic Rural Life Conference) 

 

*CENTERING HYMN   You’d Better Min’        SOZ #125 

1.  You’d better min’ how you talk, 

you’d better min’ what you talkin’ 

about, (Refrain) 

 

(Refrain):  You got to give account in de 

Judgment, you’d better min’ You’d 

better min’, you got to give account in 

de Judgment, You’d better min’. 

 

2.  You’d better min’ how you sing, 

you’d better min’ what you singin’ 

about, (Refrain) 

 

3.  You’d better min’ how you shout, 

you’d better min’ what you shoutin’ 

about, (Refrain) 

 
Harm. by J. Jefferson Cleveland, 1937, Harm. copyright © 1981 by 

Abingdon.  CCLI2815228 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

*GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 16:19-31          The Common English Bible 

     “There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in purple and fine linen, and who 

feasted luxuriously every day.  At his gate lay a certain poor man named Lazarus who was 

covered with sores.  Lazarus longed to eat the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table.  

Instead, dogs would come and lick his sores. 

     The poor man died and was carried by angels to Abraham’s side.  The rich man also died 

and was buried.  While being tormented in the place of the dead, he looked up and saw 

Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at his side.  He shouted, “Father Abraham, have mercy 

on me.  Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue because I’m 

suffering in this flame.  But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 

received good things whereas Lazarus received terrible things.  Now Lazarus is being 

comforted and you are in great pain.  Moreover, a great crevasse has been fixed between us 

and you.  Those who wish to cross over from here to you cannot.  Neither can anyone cross 

from there to us.’ 

     “The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, Father, send Lazarus to my father’s house.  I have 

five brothers.  He needs to warn them so that they don’t come to this place of agony.’  

Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets.  They must listen to them.’ The rich 

man said, ‘No, Father Abraham!  But if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 

change their hearts and lives.’ Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the Prophets, 

then neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.’” 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SONG               Bobbi Thompson 
 

MESSAGE     Are You Rich?   Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
 

*CLOSING HYMN          Whatever You Do     Worship and Song #3128 

1.  “Whatever you do to the last ones of 

these, I tell you in truth that you do 

unto me!”  Lord Jesus, you taught 

us!  May we learn anew that when we 

serve others, we also serve you. 
 

2.  When poor, waiting children pray 

hunger will end, when those long 

forgotten cry out for a friend, when 

thirsty ones whisper, “O Lord, where 

are you?”  We hear, in their longing, 

that you’re calling, too. 
 

3.  In prisons and jails, Lord, we find a 

surprise:  we see you in people whom 

others despise.  At hospital bedsides 

we offer a prayer and find, when we 

visit the sick, you are there. 
 

4.  When we reach to others in flood-

stricken lands and offer our hearts 

there, and offer our hands, we notice, 

Lord Jesus, the gift of your grace; we 

see, in the crowds of the suffering, 

your face. 
 

5.  “Lord, when did we see you?” Your 

teaching is clear that when we serve 

others, we’re serving you here.  And 

when your church heeds you and 

helps those in pain, then out of the 

chaos, hope rises again. 

 

WORDS:  Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, MUSIC:  William J. Kirkpatrick; arr. by David Willcocks, Words © 2008 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette;  

arr. © Oxford University Press, CCLI 2815228 



 

 
 

 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION     Our God Bless You and Keep You by Peter Lufkin 

                    Chancel Choir 

 

POSTLUDE    Allegro Maestoso by Andre Campra 
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