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OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

ONE:  In worship we tell a story: 

ALL:  A story of unfettered love that changed the world. 

ONE:  In worship we tell a story: 

ALL:  A story of how we live and how we long to live. 

ONE:  In worship we tell a story: 

ALL:  Because we are a forgetful people. 

ONE:  So may we remember who we are. 

ALL:  May we release the narratives that trap us. 

ONE:  May we reimagine this world to see what God sees. 

ALL:  And may we work toward restoration. 

ONE:  It’s all that easy and it’s all that hard. 

ALL:  Let us worship a holy God.  

 

*OPENING HYMN   On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand      UMH #724 

1.  On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and 

cast a wishful eye, to Canaan’s fair and 

happy land where my possessions lie.  

(Refrain) 

 

(Refrain) I am bound for the promised land, 

I am bound for the promised land; oh, 

who will come and go with me?  I am 

bound for the promised land. 

 

2.  O’er all those wide extended plains 

shines one eternal day; there God the Son 

forever reigns, and scatters night away.  

(Refrain) 

3.  No chilling winds or poisonous breath 

can reach that healthful shore; sickness 

and sorrow, pain and death, are felt and 

feared no more.  (Refrain) 

 

4.  When I shall reach that happy place, I’ll 

be forever blest, for I shall see my 

Creator’s face, and in God’s bosom rest.  

(Refrain) 

 
WORDS: Samuel Stennett, 1787; MUSIC:  The Southern Harmony, 

1835; arr. by Rigdon M. McIntosh, 1895; CCLI 2815228 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 

 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, to restore is to bring back; so today we bring our hearts back to you, our 

thoughts back to love and our prayers back to peace.  We try to stay in this place, but we 

confess, it’s never been that easy for us.  We flirt with reconciliation and then back away.  

We come face-to-face with an opportunity for justice, but get scared.  We are offered an 

opportunity to re-write our story, but we lose our way.  Bring us back to this moment.  

Bring us back to your story where brothers extend grace to one another and even the one 

who denied it was forgiven.  Bring us back.  Restore us.  Forgive us.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY   Brandon Spencer 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Marcus Dickson 

God, we cannot do the work of restoration without your Word.  We cannot do the work of 

remembering, releasing or reimagining without your Word.  We need you like the earth needs 

rain and a sailboat needs wind.  We come to you in prayer to ask that you breathe new life into 

us.  Grant us your clarity needed to hear your Word anew.  And as you do, restore us to your 

breath.  Restore us to your Word.  Restore us to one another.  Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE READING                  Genesis 33:1-17     The Inclusive Bible 

   Jacob looked up and saw Esau approaching with 400 riders.  So he divided the children 

between Leah, Rachel and their two maids.  He placed the maids and their children first, Leah 

and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear.  Jacob went on ahead and bowed to the 

ground seven times as he approached Esau. 

   But Esau ran to Jacob and embraced him, throwing his arms around him and kissing him.  

And they wept. 

   Esau looking at the women and children, asked, “Who are all these people?” 

   Jacob replied, “These are our children, which God has so graciously given us.”  Then the 

maids and children approached and bowed down.  Next came Leah and her children who also 

bowed down.  Last came Rachel and Joseph, who bowed down as well. 

   Esau asked, “What is the meaning of all your company that met me?” 

   “It was intended to find favor in your eyes.” 

   He replied, “I have more than enough, my brother.  Keep what is yours!”  

   Jacob insisted, “No, please!  If I have found favor in your eyes, please take these gifts from 

my hand.  Seeing your face is like seeing the face of God, and you have graciously welcomed 

me.  Please accept this gift which I set here before you, for God has blessed me and I have 

everything.”  Jacob insisted so strongly that Esau accepted the gifts. 

   Then Esau said, “It is time for us to move on.  I will go with you.” 

   Jacob said, “The children are still young and the cows and ewes are nursing.  It is better that 

you go on ahead, while I drive the herds at their own pace.  We will lose livestock if we drive 

them too fast.  If you would, your honor, please cross on ahead of us.  We will move slowly – 

more to the children’s pace – and we will meet up in Seir.” 

   Esau said, “Please let me put some of my attendants at your disposal to accompany you.” 

   Jacob replied, “Why should you be so kind to me?” 

   So Esau returned to Seir, and Jacob set out for Succoth, where he built a house and build 

shelters for the livestock.  That is why the place is called Succoth – “Shelters.” 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CENTERING HYMN   The Gift of Love     UMH #408 

1.  Though I may speak with bravest fire, 

and have the gift to all inspire, and have 

not love, my words are vain, as sounding 

brass, and hopeless gain. 

 

2.  Though I may give all I possess, and 

striving so, my love profess, but not be 

given by love within, the profit soon 

turns strangely thin. 

 

3.  Come, Spirit come, our hearts control, 

our spirits long to be made whole.  Let 

inward love guide every deed; by this we 

worship and are freed. 

 
WORDS:  Hal Hopson, 1972, MUSIC:  Trad. English melody; adapt. by Hal 

Hopson, 1972; © 1972 Hope Publishing Co., CCLI 2815228 

 

 

 

 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                  John 21:1-19                 The Inclusive Bible 

   Later Jesus again was manifested to the disciples at Lake Tiberias.  This is how the 

appearance took place. 

   Assembled were Simon Peter, Thomas “the Twin”, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s 

children, and two other disciples.  Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going out to fish.” 

   “We’ll join you,” they replied, and went off to get into their boat. 

   All through the night they caught nothing.  Just after daybreak, Jesus was standing on the 

shore, though none of the disciples knew it was Jesus.  He said them, “Have you caught 

anything, friends?” 

   “Not a thing,” they answered. 

“Cast your net off to the starboard side,” Jesus suggested, “and you’ll find something.” 

   So they made a cast and caught so many fish that they couldn’t haul the net in.  Then the 

disciple whom Jesus loved cried out to Peter, “It’s the Teacher!” 

   Upon hearing this, Simon Peter threw on his cloak – he was naked – and jumped into the 

water. 

   Meanwhile the other disciples brought the boat to share, towing the net full of fish.  They 

were not far from land – no more than a hundred yards.  When they landed, they saw that a 

charcoal fire had been prepared, with fish and some bread already being grilled.  “Bring some 

of the fish you just caught.” Jesus told them.  Simon Peter went abroad and hauled ashore the 

net, which was loaded with huge fish – one hundred fifty-three of them.  In spite of the great 

number, the net was not torn. 

   “Come and eat your meal,” Jesus told them. 

   None of the disciples dared to ask, “Who are you?” – they knew it was the savior. 

   Jesus came over, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  This 

marked the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after being raised from the dead. 

   When they had eaten their meal, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon ben-John, do you love me 

more than these?” 

 

 



 

 

   Peter said, “Yes, Rabbi, you know that I’m your friend.” 

   Jesus replied, “Feed my lambs.” 

   A second time Jesus put the question, “Simon ben-John, do you love me?” 

   Peter said, “Yes, Rabbi, you know that I’m your friend.” 

   Jesus replied, “Tend my sheep.” 

   A third time Jesus asked him, “Simon ben-John, do you love me as a friend would?” 

   Peter was hurt because Jesus asked, “Do you love me?” a third time.  So he said, “You know 

everything, Rabbi.  You know that I am your friend.” 

   Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  The truth of the matter is, when you were young, you put on 

your own belt and walked where you liked; but when you get old, you will stretch out your 

hands and someone else will put a belt around you and take you where you don’t want to go.” 

   With these words, Jesus indicated the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 

   Then the Savior said, “Follow me.” 

 

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE     Restore            Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

VIDEO    Restoration by Ruben Studdard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YR13z6nTiiE 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 

 

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
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