
 

Central United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Organized 1810—Incorporated 1822— Sanctuary completed 1867 

 

September 27, 2020 

16th After Pentecost 

 
 

 

OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT  

Central United Methodist Church is a Reconciling Congregation.  Regardless of your race, 

ethnicity, immigration status, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic situation, age, 

ability, belief, or background, whether you are single or partnered, you are God’s beloved and 

you are welcome here. 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We envision Central United Methodist Church as a vital, diverse, River of Life nurtured by the 

light of Christ, rooted deeply in and living the scriptures, a holy presence in the center of the 

City of Detroit, transforming individuals, institutions, and the world, advocating peace and 

justice in all we do. 
 

* Indicates when to stand, if able in body or in spirit. **Please silence cell phones. 

Hymnal Guide: UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal; TFWS = The Faith We Sing; SOZ = Songs of Zion   

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRELUDE  Daniel Dillingham 

 

INTROIT  Bobbi Thompson 

 

ACTS OF PRAISE 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

ONE:  Don’t hold back.  Bring all of yourself. 

ALL:  for God loves us just as we are. 

ONE:  Don’t hold back.  Bring all of yourself. 

ALL:  for all of us is welcome here – scars and fears, depression and doubt, hope and joy, 

light and laughter. 

ONE:  Don’t hold back.  Bring all of yourself. 

ALL:  For God longs to be with us, so let us worship the God of love. 

 

*OPENING HYMN   All Who Hunger              TFWS #2126 

1.  All who hunger, gather gladly; holy 

manna is our bread.  Come from 

wilderness and wandering.  Here, in 

truth, we will be fed.  You that yearn for 

days of fullness, all around us is our 

food.  Taste and see the grace eternal.  

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

2.  All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, 

be a welcome guest.  Come from 

restlessness and roaming.  Here in joy, 

we keep the feast.  We that once were 

lost and scattered in communion’s love 

have stood.  Taste and see the grace 

eternal.  Taste and see that God is good. 

 

3.  All who hunger, sing together; Jesus 

Christ is living bread.  Come from 

restlessness and roaming. Here, in peace, 

we have been led.  Blest are those who 

from this table live their lives in 

gratitude.  Taste and see the grace 

eternal.  Taste and see that God is good. 

 
WORDS:  Sylvia G. Dunston, MUSIC:  William Moor, Words ©1991 

GIA Publications, Inc., CCLI 2815228 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

ACTS OF SHARING 
 

GREETING AND WELCOME OF FIRST TIME VISITORS 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 



 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE 
ONE:  Brothers and sisters in Christ:  Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into 

Christ’s holy church.  We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given 

new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 

Through the reaffirmation of our faith, we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 

acknowledge what God is doing for us, and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy 

church. 

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Pastor:  On behalf of the whole Church, we ask you the following questions:   
 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and 

repent of your sin?   
 

I do. 
 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 

whatever forms they present themselves?  
 

I do. 
 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Sovereign and put your whole trust in God’s grace, and 

promise to serve Jesus, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, 

races, nations, sexual orientations, gender identities, and economic situations?  
 

I do. 

 

RECEPTION INTO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
As members of Christ’s universal church, will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, 

and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 
 

I will. 
 

As members of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your 

prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness? 
 

I will. 
 

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commitment 

to Christ? 
 

We do. 
 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, and include these now before you in 

your care? 
 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 

Christ. We will surround them with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may 

grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray 

for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life. 

 



 

 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
Pastor:  Members of the household of God, I commend these people to your love and care. Do 

all in your power to increase their faith, confirm them in hope, and perfect them in love. 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you, and we welcome you in Christian 

love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The 

United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the 

ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service, that in 

everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor:  The God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, establish you and 

strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you may live in grace and peace. 

 

New Members: 

Dave and Becky Thomas 

Wil and Mahja Marquez 

Kirk Bennett and Colin Colter 

Rachel and Kevin Cartwright 

Greg Jaudon and Jerry Grooms 

Susan and Scott Sutorka 

 

TIME FOR CHILDREN       Deaconess Anne Hillman 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ONE:  Gracious God, we admit that there are things we sweep under the rug- 

ALL:  Shame, self-doubt, mental health struggles, and our own insecurities. 

ONE:  We know that is not what you want for us. 

ALL:  For Jesus loved the healthy and the sick parts of everyone. 

ONE:  With Jesus, there was no stigma, fear or bias. 

ALL:  God of creation, help us to love and live in the same way. 

ONE:  Forgive us when we hate ourselves or distance ourselves from others, simply for being 

human. 

ALL:  You long for better, and we long for you.  Gratefully we pray.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  Laura Burger 

 

*DOXOLOGY  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures 

here below; Praise God for all that love has done; Creator, Christ, and Holy One. Amen.  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 



 

 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

CENTERING HYMN  When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise              TFWS #2216 

1.  When we are called to sing your praise 

with hearts so filled with pain that we 

would rather sit and weep or stand up to 

complain, remind us, God, you 

understand the burdens that we bear; you, 

too, have walked the shadowed way and 

known our deep despair. 

 

2.  When we are called to sing your praise 

and cannot find our voice, because our 

losses leave us now no reason to rejoice, 

remind us, God, that you accept our sad 

laments in prayer; you, too, have walked 

the shadowed way and known our deep 

despair. 

 

3.  When we are called to sing your praise 

and life ahead looks grim, still give us 

faith and hope enough to break forth in a 

hymn, a thankful hymn, great God of 

Love, that you are everywhere; you walk 

the shadowed way with us and keep us in 

your care. 

 
WORDS:  Mary Nelson Keithahn, MUSIC: Trad. English melody; 
Words © 2000 Albingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co.; 

CCLI2815228 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

ACTS OF PROCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL LESSON   Mark 5:1-20                               The Inclusive Bible 

They came to the region near Gerasa, on the other side of the lake.  And when he had 

disembarked, immediately a person with an unclean spirit met them.  The possessed one lived 

among the tombs and could no longer be restrained, even with a chain.  In fact, shackles and 

fetters had been used as restraints to no avail.  No one had proved strong enough to subdue the 

demoniac.  The sufferer would use stones to gash the flesh, howling day and night among the 

tombs and the mountain crags without interruption. 

Catching sight of Jesus, the bedeviled one ran up and bowed down to Jesus, but then 

started shrieking in a loud voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Firstborn of the Most High 

God?  Swear by God that you won’t torture me!”  For Jesus had been saying, “Come out of this 

person, unclean spirit!” 

“What is your name?” Jesus asked. 

“My name is Legion, for there are many of us,” was the reply.  And the possessed one 

begged Jesus not to send them all out of the area. 

Not here was a large herd of pigs feeing on the mountainside, and the unclean spirits 

begged Jesus, “Send us to the pigs so we can enter them.”  Jesus gave them permission.  And 

with that, the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs and the herd of about two thousand 

went rushing down the cliff into the lake, and there they were drowned. 

 



 

 

The swineherds ran off and reported this in the town and in the countryside, and the 

people came to see what really had happened. As they approached Jesus, they caught sight of 

the one who had been possessed sitting fully clothed and perfectly sane.  And they were filled 

with fear.  The spectators explained what had happened to the possessed person, and told the 

townspeople about the pigs.  Then the crowd began to implore Jesus to leave their district. 

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the one who had been healed came up and begged to 

be allowed to go with him.  Jesus answered, “Go home to your people and tell them what our 

God has done for you.” So the former demoniac went off and proceeded to proclaim throughout 

the Ten Cities what Jesus had done.  Everyone was amazed at what they heard. 

       

ONE:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 

 

MESSAGE    The Unraveling of the Mind          Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 

 

VIDEO Truth Be Told  Matthew West 

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH 
 

*BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jill Hardt Zundel 
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